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Philippians 3:7-14 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.  Final Word 
  1.   Looking toward Easter, the cross and resurrection is the final word for  
   humanity. 
  2.   If I knew that I had only one message left to communicate, what would that 

message be?   
  3.  Over the next three weeks, you’ll hear from me, Travis, and Kyle the 

message that God has placed on our hearts if it were the last one you’d 
ever hear from us.   

 B.  My process  
  1.   For me, the process has been pretty significant. 
  2.   It raised questions about how intentionally I live and whether or not that 

communicates what is most important to me. 
   a.   Living out what I’ve preached (what I preach begins with what God is 

doing in me) in humility and surrender 
   b.   I am called to be the chief repenter. 
    1)  Every time I prepare it is a reminder from God that my life needs 

work. 
    2)  Every time I preach it is an opportunity from God for me to practice 

public confession and repentance. 
II. Final Word (Philippians 3:7-14) 
 A.   Philippians 3:7-11 > My life’s example (I hope) 
  1.   Because of the Gospel, Paul adopted reversed values. (v 7) 
   a.   Those things that would normally carry weight and define success—Paul 

chose not to highly value those things. 
   b.   What he “lost” 
    1)  Reputation as a scholar 
    2)  Religious leader and achievements 
    3)  Jewish heritage and Roman citizenship 
   c.   Motivation for his reversed values was because of his relationship with 

Jesus Christ 
*Do I/you love the propositions of the Gospel or do I/you love Jesus? 
*Do I/you love the freedom of the Gospel or do I/you love Jesus? 
  2.   Because of the Gospel, Paul developed an accurate appraisal. (v 8) 
   a.   Surpassing worth of Jesus 



 

 

   b.  No matter what is or can be said of me, the greatest value in my life is my 
relationship with Jesus - more than any other relationship (surpassed), 
more than any other achievement (surpassed), and more than any other 
possession (surpassed). 

  3.  Because of the Gospel, Paul gains Christ (vs 8-11) 
   a.   Knowing Christ (not just knowledge of) 
   b.   Righteousness of Christ (not self or works righteousness) 
   c.   Fellowship of Christ (not just victory but suffering as well) 
*Do I/you claim the promises of God or do the promises of God claim me/you? 
  4.   1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
“And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony 
of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you 
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. And I was with you in weakness and in fear and 
much trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not 
rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” 
   a.   I hope I haven’t come across as trying to impress you or have presented 

as someone who believes he’s got it all together over any of you or even 
someone who deserves to lead this church. 

   b.  My prayer is that the best thing about me that I’ve presented to you is 
Jesus. Because Jesus is, in Himself, the Gospel. Once we are aware of 
Jesus there is only one question, “Will I follow Him or not?” 

 B.  Philippians 3:12-14 > My life’s exhortation 
  1.   Develop holy discontent (v 12) 
   a.  Content with where God has you but unsatisfied with how much of Jesus 

you mirror 
   b.  Recognize, in the mirror of God’s Word, that you have not “arrived.” 
   c.   Clarification: people don’t need to feel negative about themselves; they 

already have plenty of guilt and bad feelings. 
    1)  Humbling guilt vs. pride-based guilt > humbling guilt is very, very 

rare (examples) 
    2)  Do I feel bad (guilt) because of God’s offended glory or  because of 

my offended pride? 
*It’s about feeling bad about the right things! 
  2.   Forget what’s lies behind. (v 13) 
   a.  It’s not that we never look back, but that we look back only for the sake 

of pressing forward. 
   b.   Stuck in the past 
    1)  We know shame is bad. 



 

 

    2)  We feel like nostalgia is good. 
    3)  Shame and nostalgia have the same result: they both keep us from 

moving forward. 
*Never substitute nostalgia for hope! 
   c.   Memories and achievements  
    1)  Failures can leave us hopeless and paralyzed–of course we want to 

move on from those! 
    2)  Success can lead us to be smug and self-satisfied. 
*We are called to let go of all things in the past so that we don’t miss out on what God 
has for us now and right around the corner. 
*Today, right now, you should have the closest relationship with Jesus you’ve ever 
had. The longer you walk with Jesus, experiencing His presence and faithfulness, the 
more you will look like Him. But, what if I don’t?  Q: Are you walking with Jesus? 
  3.   Press on toward what lies ahead (v 14) 
   a.   Remember “accurate appraisal? 
    1)  An appraiser is one who determines the value of something 
    2)  We are really bad appraisers. 
*We live by an unadmitted belief that the good we’ve experienced in the past is 
better than what God has for us in the future. 
*We love our lives more than we should and we fear death more than we should, 
therefore we overvalue our lives and we undervalue the life God has for us. 
   b.   There is nothing that can compare to what God has prepared for you -

this life is designed by God for you to know Christ, grow in the 
confidence of Christ’s righteousness and experience the fellowship that 
is in Christ. 

*v 15 Not my thoughts 
III. Final word 
 A.  What I want to be known for 
  1.  Leadership is really important. But I don’t want to be known for my 

leadership. 
  2.  Preaching and teaching is really important. But I don’t want to be known for 

my preaching and teaching. 
  3.  Righteousness is really important. But I don’t want to be known for my 

righteousness. 
**I want to be known only as a person who needed Jesus and who pointed to Jesus. 
As I age, I find more and more things that bother me. I run the risk of being more 
known for being particular than needing and pointing to Jesus. 
 B.   What I want you to know 



 

 

  1.  Jesus loves you and you don’t have to change for Jesus to love you. But you 
do have to change if you’re going to love Him back. 

  2.  Every day that goes by is an opportunity to be more like Jesus. Neither the 
world nor the church prevents you from becoming more like Jesus. You 
prevent you from becoming more like Jesus.   

 
My prayer for us is that we would, like Paul, understand and grasp that the only thing 
worth knowing or being known for is Jesus.   
 
Prayer 
“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you 
all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the Gospel from the first 
day until now. And I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you will bring 
it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel this way about you 
all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in 
my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the Gospel. For God is my 
witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it is my prayer 
that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so 
that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the 
glory and praise of God.” 


