
 

 

Witness Jesus April 8, 2018 
Series, “First Things” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Acts 1:1-11 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Two Questions: 
  1.  Do you want to know how to achieve that which you were created for? 
  2.  Are you willing to consider what God has to say about this process? 
 B.   First Things 
  1.   What we do has consequence. 
  2.   Therefore, we need to be intentional with what we do. 
  3.   The first things we do typically set us on a path that arrives somewhere 

specific (turning out of your neighborhood; choosing a trailhead; etc.) 
**Over the next several weeks, we will be looking at the first things we ought to do or 
be about in order to become who we are designed to be. We’ll look at the formation 
of the early church as a template of first things.   
- We are not talking about becoming the early church - that would be silly. 
- We are talking about looking at the first things they did to set them on the path of 

personal and corporate transformation. 
II. Witnessing Jesus 
 A.  Our timeline (Acts 1:1-11) 
  1.  Resurrection of Jesus (verses 1-5) 
   a.   40 days of full interaction 
   b.   Gave instruction and direction 
  2.   Kingdom of Jesus (verses 6-8) 
   a.   Not a matter of when but who 
   b.   Jesus’ Kingdom is buillt by God’s growing family and is not limited  
    by traditional boundaries. 
  3.   Return of Jesus (verses 9-11) 
   a.   Jesus will return. 
   b.   His return will be physical, visual, and absolute. 
*Timeline doodle 
 B.  Acts 1:8 = witness Jesus 
  1.   Connection to Luke 24: 47-49 
“and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to 
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, 
I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high.” 



 

 

   a.   Luke 24:47-49 = to all nations you are witnesses of Jesus (when you 
receive power) 

   b.   Acts 1:8 = (will receive power) and be Jesus witnesses to the ends of  
the Earth 

  2.   The first thing the early church was about and that we are about is 
witnessing Jesus. 

   a.   A problem: we have, at times, been confused as to who/what we are 
witnessing. 

    1)  Not witnesses of good religion 
    2)  Not witnesses of a better way of living 
    3)  Not witnesses of morality 
    4)  Not witnesses of CrossPoint church 
   b.   Our first priority, purpose, most important thing is to witness Jesus! 
    1)  First we see Him for ourselves. 
    2)  Then we show Him to others. 
   c.   Paul and 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
“And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony 
of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you 
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. And I was with you in weakness and in fear and 
much trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not 
rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” 
    1)  Nothing except Jesus 
    2)  Faith built on Christ alone 
    3)  Did Paul talk about morality and a better way to live?     
   Yes, but not as the foundation of faith and eternal life - that was only Jesus. 
  3.   How do we witness Jesus? 
   a.   Witnessing Jesus is not necessarily a presentation, or a picture, or a 

proclamation. Witnessing Jesus involves two things: 
    1)  Seeing Jesus: seeing Jesus for myself as He is revealed in Scripture 

and through the revelation of the Holy Spirit in my life. 
    2)  Showing Jesus: intentionally showing the relationship I have with 

Jesus to others. 
   b.   When we witness Jesus, we don’t have to own anything because it is 

Jesus Who owns us. 
    1)  Don’t have to defend or explain 
    2)  See John 9:15 
“So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to 
them, "He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see."” 



 

 

   c.   Jesus is in Himself the Gospel 
    1)  When confronted with Jesus I must choose to follow or not to follow 

Him. 
    2)  “I am the Way.” 
     - Jesus doesn’t KNOW or SHOW the way. 
     - Jesus IS the way. 
**Jesus’ “way” was the way of humility and surrender to God - a lifestyle of service 
without self-exultation resulting in “Your will be done.” 
   d.  Rather than being obsessed with regulating definitions, doctrines, and 

beliefs, we need to be first obsessed with knowing Jesus and the power 
of His Resurrection in our own lives and then sharing that with others. 

    1)  I think many of us who follow Jesus have missed the power of the 
Resurrection in our lives in favor of things we think we can control. 

    2)  Speaking to this, Arthur Pierson, an American pastor, writer, and 
missionary, who succeeded Charles Spurgeon at Metropolitan 
Tabernacle in London, said, “The church has money, brains, 
organizations, rivers of prayer and oceans of sermons, but she lacks 
in power.” 

    3)  Knowing Jesus is more than Bible trivia and morality; it is 
experiencing the power of His Resurrection - the power that 
conquered death and Hell! 

III. Challenge 
 A.  Over the coming weeks we will continue to unpack and process what it means 

to witness Jesus and will see these first things we need to be about as we 
participate in growing Jesus’ Kingdom. 

  1.   Jesus rose from the dead and He is going to return one day - sooner or later. 
  2.   Between the day the Son of Heaven rose again and when He returns in  
   robes of white, our primary focus is to live as evidence that Jesus is the  
   Christ and He is our hope and salvation and transformation! 
 B.   Communion 
  1.  One of the last things Jesus did with the disciples and one of the first things 

the early church did was communion. It was remembering that it is all about 
Jesus and it must always be. 

  2.   As you participate this morning 
   a.  How have you really seen Jesus through the Scriptures and in your life? 
   b.  How are you showing Jesus to others? 


