
	

	

Prayer April 15, 2018 
Series, “First Things” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Acts 1:12-26 
 
I.  Introduction 
 A.  Witness Jesus 
  1.  See for ourselves. 
  2.  Show others what we have found. 
 B.  What are the first things Scripture tells us to do to witness                  

Jesus effectively? 
  1.  We look to the early church in Acts for those first things–because they 

were faced with the same dilemma! 
  2.  First things: Prayer 
   a.  Prayer is a vital part of seeing Jesus for ourselves. If we do not 

have a thriving prayer life then it will be all but impossible to see 
Jesus, let alone show Him to others. 

   b.  Prayer is both a conversation and an encounter with God. 
   c.  “Prayer is simply the key to everything we need to do and be in 

life.” Tim Keller 
II. Acts 1:12-26 
 A.  Gathering together (v12-14) 
  1.  Returned from Jerusalem 
   a.  Ascension of Jesus and called to be witnesses of Jesus 
   b.  Probably less than a mile where they gathered 
  2.  Upper room–the people 
   a.  11 disciples 
   b.  Women - Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna, etc. 
   c.  Jesus’ family 
  3.  Description: One accord devoted together in prayer (We can see 

Gospel community already taking root.) 
   a.  Division would be natural and easy 
    1)  Members of Jesus’ family claim special recognition ... 

chastised for not believing earlier 
    2)  Criticism of Peter; blame shift toward John 
    3)  John reminds others of his faithfulness at the cross and chosen 

to care for Mary 
   b.  Instead, unity 
    1)  Gospel community: Notice that a feeling of community was 

not the focus, the focus was God, and the “togetherness” felt 



	

	

was a byproduct of their individual and corporate identity 
anchored in Christ. 

    2)  One and only job = witness Jesus 
**Unified, but what next–they devoted themselves to prayer together. We’ll 
circle back to that shortly. 
 B.  Task at hand (v15-26) 
  1.  Connecting recent events to what God foretold: Judas and the arrest 

of Jesus 
  2.  Replacing Judas 
   a.  Psalm 109:8 “May his days be few; may another take his office!” 
   b.  12 tribes of Israel; 12 disciples 
  3.  Decision process 
   a.  Group of 120 brothers 
   b.  Qualification: with Jesus from John’s baptism to His ascension 

into Heaven - witness Jesus (see and show) 
   c.  Vetted those who met the qualification with conversation, 

wisdom, and discernment 
   d.  Came up with two men of the 120 who were absolutely qualified 

and acceptable: Justus and Matthias 
   e.  Devoted and surrendered themselves in prayer (read vs 24-25) 
   f.  Cast lots between the two 
    1)  Proverbs 16:33 = position of prayerful submission “The lot is 

cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord.” 
    2)  A way of submitting to God’s will after doing all He has asked 

them to do 
**We don’t see this method employed after Pentecost. 
Acts 6:6 = choosing of the seven; set before the apostles, prayed, laid hands 
Acts15:28 = circumcision and Gentiles issue; seemed good to the Holy Spirit 
and to us 
III.  Closer look at the first thing of Prayer (Acts 1:14) 
 A.  One of the first things that characterized the believers after Jesus’ 

ascension was praying–we see this woven throughout the passage. 
  1.  The book of Acts is full of events that are bathed in prayer by God’s 

people. 
  2.  Something happens when God’s people pray. 
   a.  Direction, comfort, conversion, healing, courage, perseverance, 

deliverance, etc. (all happened in Acts and continue to happen 
today) 

   b.  Prayer, though often draining, is in the long term the greatest 



	

	

source of power that is possible. 
   c.  God will do one of two things when we pray: He will give us what 

we ask for or He will give us what we would have asked for if we 
knew all that He knows. 

**”We know God will answer us when we call because one terrible day He did 
not answer Jesus when He called. Jesus’ prayers were given the rejection that 
we sinners merit so that our prayers could have the reception that He merits.” 
Tim Keller 
 B.  Praying together (corporate prayer) brings us back to the heart of Jesus 

and unites us in Gospel community. 
  1.  Corporate prayer is equal to preaching and teaching in a Jesus-

focused church. (“I would rather teach one man to pray than 
tenement to preach” Charles Spurgeon) 

  2.  Corporate prayer is a vital key to receiving God’s presence and Word 
among His people in unique ways. 

   a.  Entryway into genuine self-knowledge 
   b.  Main way we experience deep change - the reordering of our 

loves 
   c.  How God gives us many of the things we desire most 
  3.  The tendency of believers, including those leading the church, is to 

think of corporate prayer as an extra-curricular activity in the life of 
the church. 

   a.  Sunday AM - not the best context for deep transformational 
corporate prayer, but we can wade into the waters of praying 
together 

   b.  Why community ... must be characterized by praying together 
(example All Staff Prayer) 

IV.  Challenge 
 A.  Questions 
  1.  Is prayer vital or circumstantial in my life? 
  2.  Does praying together play a significant role in my community? 
  3.  What one thing am I going to do differently because of what I    

heard today? 
 B.  Prayer time 
  1.  Prayer team up front 
  2.  Lead in corporate prayer 
   a.  Moment of silent reflection 
   b.  John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer on screen and pray aloud 

together 


