
 

 

What It Looks Like May 6, 2018 
Series, “First Things” Pastor Kyle Belden 
Acts 2:42-47 
 
Welcome 
 
Camp: 
 
Reeta 
First camp, day camp: laid foundation 
Tweenage camp: first time taking communion 
8th Grader: gave her heart to Jesus 
High School Camp: baptized. 
 
Catch up on series 
 
What we get to look at today is the effect of putting Jesus first, at the very top, 
influencing and guiding every decision we make and step we take, as flawed as they 
may be, through constant connection with Him and empowerment from the Holy 
Spirit. Here is what it looked like, and what it still should look like now. 
 
We see a ton of spiritual growth and formation in these guys–they were losers before 
this. But we see a lot of growth and I think it had a lot to do with their newfound 
understand of how their priorities should actually look.  
 
Little side lesson there. Man, if you feel stuck spiritually, probably a great place to 
look is where Jesus is in your priorities, how your prayer life is, how your surrender is. 
Ouch. But true.  
 
But we get to see these humble beginnings of the church, and the verses we are 
going to look at today show us just what correctly prioritizing their lives produced 
inside this new thing that we look back on now and call the early church.  
 
The Fellowship of the Believers 
And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many 
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. (Acts 2:42-43) 
 
Sound familiar? It should. 



 

 

Apostles’ teaching=the Gospel, the story of Jesus 
Breaking of bread and prayers=again their commitment to prayer is evident 
Awe because of the impossible things that were being done- in the power of the Holy 
Spirit because of their surrender TO the Holy Spirit.  
 
And all who believed were together and had all things in common. And they were 
selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any 
had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their 
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and 
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those 
who were being saved. Acts 2:42-43 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 
So I have read that passage of Scripture a bunch of times and can I be honest with 
you and say something not very pastor-y? I struggle with it. I can say that right?  
 
I struggle with it for a few reasons. 
 
1. It seems like I can just read it, close this thing up, and get out of here. Sounds so 

easy. I know some of you would love that, but I do think there are some important 
things for us to consider here today. 

2. The second reason is it simultaneously makes me really frustrated and excited. 
Which makes me feel a little crazy, but I don’t like to feel crazy.  

 
I see this and it excites me–I want to be a part of something where those things are 
happening. It pumps me up. 
 
And then it is immediately followed by frustration, because that doesn't really seem 
like that is how I am living, or how the Church is functioning, at least many times. 
So what do we do? Throw in the towel on the whole thing? Remove ourselves from 
one church to pursue some sort of perceived “truer” version of the church?  
 
I think the first thing we have to understand here, is that we are not chasing a church 
model, we are talking about the heart of the church. 
 
This is describing what happened, not instructing. This isn't Paul writing to teach an 
early church or group of believers. This is Luke, just writing down what he saw. 
 
Which is important, because that makes what we see here not strategies to create a 
healthy church, they are characteristics of a correctly prioritized church. They are not 



 

 

policies of an institution, they are the heartbeats of the living breathing body of 
Christ.  
 
See how different that is! How much more meaningful it is! 
 
Our little section of the body here that we call CrossPoint in Modesto is not supposed 
to look exactly like this little section of the body back thousands of years ago in 
Jerusalem, but we are characterized by the same things. 
 
So let that take a load off your shoulders. We aren’t supposed to be exactly the same. 
That would be like me coming out here 
Shaved head (like Matt) or  
Grow a few feet and openly weep (like Travis) 
 
Same is true about the church. 
I’ve had the privilege to see a lot of different kinds of churches and the more I go to 
the more I become convinced.  
 
From cathedrals to cardboard boxes 
From mega churches to house churches 
From churches with a million programs to ones that can’t even open the doors except 
for on a Sunday 
From churches with many people working toward the same goals, to ones that have 
one person who works a regular job but is willing to care for their flock on the 
weekends.  
 
Whatever the wrapping, when these churches put Jesus first, this is what you begin to 
see. And CrossPoint, when we put Jesus first, this is what we begin to see. and when 
we don’t see them, it serves as a warning that our priorities are out of whack. 
 
When Jesus is first, we begin to see unity. And all who believed were together and 
had all things in common. (Acts 2:44) 
Their commonality has nothing to do with anything except Jesus.  
Sanctuary (church)  
 
When Jesus is first, we begin to see radical generosity and great personal cost. And 
they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to 
all, as any had need. (Acts 2:45) 
Don  



 

 

Rachel 
 
When Jesus is first, we begin to see a great desire and commitment to community, 
living together. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in 
their homes, Acts 2:46 
 
Joe White (Fresno) 
 
When Jesus is first, we see a heart of Joy that moves to action- they received their 
food with glad and generous hearts, 
 
Peru (fish) 
 
When Jesus is first, it’s what we are known for. praising God and having favor with all 
the people. (Acts 2:47a) 
- if they hate us, it’s for these things, because it’s what we are known for.  
 
and we see God move like only He can. And the Lord added to their number day by 
day those who were being saved. (Acts 2:47b) 
Middle East–this revival  
 
 
Take-aways: 
 
Remember, we are not talking about a model of church, we are talking about the 
heart of church. 
 
Avoid living in the extremes. 
 
One extreme is trying to manhandle this out of our own power. (Adopt the behavior 
but not the heart) 
 
Other extreme is to just sit and wait until it seizes us. (I’m going to wake up one day 
and be completely able to obey God with my whole life and heart in every situation 
all of a sudden.) 
 
So if those are the two extremes, what is the Jesus way? Full circle 
Maybe it really is as simple as coming around full circle.  
 



 

 

If we don’t see these things at play in our lives, in our church, don't fake it, and don’t 
just sit, but go back to the root of the problem. 
 
And when we do, I believe we will see our little piece of the Body of Christ be known 
for our unity, our compassion, our care for each other, and our purpose. Not to make 
great the name of CrossPoint, but to make great the name of Jesus.  
 
 


