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I. Intro 
 A.   First Things 
  1.   Jesus has to be first in our lives bar none 
   a.   When Jesus is not first, we will make decisions that either we regret or 

those who follow us will regret. 
   b.   Jesus is the only one Who is worthy of being first. 
  2.   How to keep focused on Jesus as the first thing. 
   a.  Prayer, both individual and corporate 
   b.  Surrender to the Holy Spirit 
  3.   We see in the early church how the process of “Jesus first” can play out   

  both in the church and its affects outside the church. 
 B.   The effect of pursuing Jesus first 
  1.   We begin to reflect Jesus more and more.  
  2.   Matthew 5:20 
  3.   True righteousness, that which surpasses the righteousness of the  Scribes 

and Pharisees, always involves a relationship with Jesus. It is done for Jesus’ 
sake not our own. It is our attachment with Jesus that gives our 
righteousness its distinct character. Therefore, at the end of the day, we look 
more like Jesus because of His growing righteousness in our lives.   

II. The demand of first things (Matthew 5:10-16) 
 A.   June 2016 - Awakening (a series through the Beatitudes through the lens of  

 biblical humility) 
  1.   5:3 > Humility is the doorway to salvation; blessing is literally the     

kingdom of Heaven. 
  2.   5:4 > Mourning is the natural response of a person who has, in humility, 

recognized their sinfulness; blessing is that they will receive real and    
lasting comfort. 

  3.   5:5 > Because of our recognition, we choose to serve and show restraint 
even though we may have access to authority or power; blessing is that we 
inherit the earth, we become the real influencers - the very thing the 
powerful pursue 

  4.  5:6 > We develop an appetite for a goodness/righteousness that we 
recognize exists outside of us or our ability to own and recognize that   
righteousness as God’s that through Jesus is offered without deserving to  
us; blessing is that we receive true righteousness and are satisfied with it. 



  5.   5:7 > The result of Jesus’ righteousness is not what we see in culture 
(superiority and judgment) but it is exhibited in mercy; blessing is that we 
continue to receive mercy. 

  6.   5:8 > As we grow, our outward appearance is a projection of our inward 
purity; blessing is that we will see God and His goodness more clearly in 
every situation. 

  7.   5:9 > Bearers of peace is what will happen as our lives are more     
deeply surrendered to God and align with His agenda of bringing peace  
between Himself and sinful man; blessing is that we will be identified as 
God’s family members because we resemble the joy of His heart. 

*These all seem to be good things and we would likely agree that they are all worth 
pursuing and that if we looked more like this, the world would be better off. But then 
there’s this last section of “blessing.” 
  8.   5:10-12  
   a.   We will experience difficulty, insult, persecution, and evil because of our 

growth in Christ-resembling character; blessing is that we will be 
rewarded in Heaven. 

   b.   The totality of our transformation stands in stark contrast to the way of 
the world. Jesus faced rejection and persecution for speaking truth and 
loving people toward forgiveness and life.   

   c.   “For righteousness sake” - two avenues of persecution 
    1)   Persecution because of ourselves 
     a) resulting from our sin (choices, behavior, etc.) 
     b) not who Jesus is talking to here.  While God can use our sinful 

behavior, we are not blessed as a consequence of our sin.  We are 
blessed as a result of Jesus’ death on the cross.   

     c) When we suffer from our own sins (or the sins of our fathers) that 
does not fall under the umbrella of “righteousness’ sake.” 

    2)  Persecution because of Jesus 
     a) Go back to the list from Matthew 5 - the world doesn’t know what 

to do with biblical humility 
     b) In suffering for the sake of Jesus, we see evidence of our 

belonging to heaven and our inheritance in Heaven. 
     c) Jesus’ kingdom is about the big picture, not the snapshot you are 

currently in. 
*We’ve seen all of this in the development of the early church - both kinds (P&J and 
A&S) 
 B.   How do we then live? 
  1.   Our nature 



   a.   When encountering difficulty, especially difficulty we didn’t cause, we 
have a tendency to build up defenses and create our own safe utopia. 

   b.   While this is natural, it is not what one does when Jesus is first. 
  2.   Salt and Light (vs 13-16) 
   a.   Two facts: 
    1)  You are the salt of the Earth 
    2)  You are the light of the world 
*Implication: Though you will face persecution, you are not to retreat from the world 
and hide. If Jesus is first in your life then your influence will be noticeably felt and 
seen by the world. 
   b.   Salt (v 13) 
    1)  Age-old debate: flavor or preservative? 
     -Rabbis saw salt as a symbol for wisdom 
    2)  1980: Becky Pippert wrote, Out of the Salt Shaker, Into the World 
     a) Idea was that the Pharisees thought they were good because they 

had knowledge 
     b) They missed the point of the Gospel, which is not just about 

collecting knowledge but actually doing what God says! 
     c) Salt in a salt shaker is useless unless it is poured out. 
    3)  Jesus is saying that we, who have been forgiven, redeemed, and 

pursue Him first, are the ones called into direct contact and 
involvement with the very people who make our lives anywhere from 
difficult to unbearable.   

     a) If we don’t, then the world loses that which gives it hope and life. 
It will continue its downward spiral into the abyss of sin and 
hopelessness. 

     b) The make-up of salt 
     c) Jesus modeled this as He was rejected and even killed. He not 

only engaged, but loved to the very end of his mission to seek 
and save those who didn’t even want to be found and forgiven. 

   c.   Light (v 14-16) 
    1)  We are the light, the question is where will you set camp? 
     a) Not brain surgery to figure out how to get the best impact of light 

(flashlight beam straight out or pointed at the ceiling) 
     b) On a hill on a stand or in a hole under a bowl ... yes, Jesus’ pen 

name is Dr. Seuss. 
    2)  City on a hill gives us a risk assessment. 
     a) Negative: easily identifiable by those who mean harm, but also 
     b) Positive: also easily identifiable by those in darkness  and looking 

for hope 



     c) Or, we can hide that light, be safe, and do no one any good at all.  
Problem with that - we forget what happened when we met Jesus.  
We got immunity! Ex. Boat sinking and you find safety. Do you go 
back and risk drowning? 

*Jesus was lifted up by bad men to die but at the same time was lifted up for those 
who needed hope to see clearly and find forgiveness and salvation. Jesus was that 
city on a hill that was both harmed and gave hope. Thank God that Jesus concluded 
that the risk was worth it. If Jesus is first our lives, then we will be visible to the world 
around us regardless of the risks. 
III. What does salt and light look like? 
 A.   Character 
  1.   Humility 
   a.   The linchpin of our relationship with Jesus and our influence in the world 
   b.   The point of humility is not to feel bad about how unworthy you are but 

to recognize how deeply God loves you in spite of it. A person who 
realizes this lives a very different way.  

  2.  Surrender 
   a.   Giving up, waving the white flag, and granting the Holy Spirit the right to 

guide and direct your life through the Word of God and the Body of 
Christ (community) 

   b.  God is the only safe surrender.   
 B.   Behavior 
  1.   Witness Jesus 
   a.   We don’t retreat from culture and we don’t damn culture. We     

 influence culture with how we have experienced Jesus. 
   b.  If Jesus is not first in our lives, we will just be another dead end voice 

vying for attention.  
  2.   Salt - We cannot step out of any aspect of culture. If our impact is 

neutralized, it better be from persecution for Jesus’ sake rather than we’ve 
given up or worse yet we’ve depended more on our ability than the Holy 
Spirit’s power. 

  3.   Light - We have to stay visible to any who are in our vicinity. No matter   
how severe the temptation to go unnoticed, we will be called to account for 
the impact of our light. Hide it under a bushel? No. I’m going to let it shine. 

*When Jesus is first in our lives there is a predictable outcome. People will see Jesus 
in you as you instill hope and joy into this world and they will either be drawn to 
Jesus, do their best to ignore you, or they will attack you. Their response does not 
dictate our behavior. The humble, sacrificial, courageous example of Jesus is what 
dictates our behavior. He has not nor will He ever ask anything from us that He hasn’t 



already experienced. He is with you and He is for you and He has already prepared a 
place where you will find perfect rest.   
IV. So what? 
 A.   I have a deep conviction that we, CrossPoint, are called to be the example of  

a people who pursue Jesus first. This is characterized by a people who seek 
God individually and together in prayer and who daily (even repeatedly during 
the day) surrender to the direction and power of the Holy Spirit.   

 B.  Questions: 
  1.   Where in my life do I join other believers and together we lift our voices   

in prayer? 
  2.   How am I ensuring that I regularly check the strength of my will and    

 actively surrender to the will and power of the Holy Spirit? 
  3.   Am I making a difference in the world around me or am I living in my    

 own safe and secure kingdom? 

    


