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M A T T H E W  1 : 1 - 1 7 ,  C S B
1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of 

Abraham:
2 Abraham fathered Isaac,

Isaac fathered Jacob,
Jacob fathered Judah and his brothers,

3 Judah fathered Perez and Zerah by Tamar,
Perez fathered Hezron,
Hezron fathered Aram,

4 Aram fathered Amminadab,
Amminadab fathered Nahshon,

Nahshon fathered Salmon,
5 Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab,

Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth,
Obed fathered Jesse,

6 and Jesse fathered King David.
David fathered Solomon by Uriah’s wife,

7 Solomon fathered Rehoboam,
Rehoboam fathered Abijah,

Abijah fathered Asa,
8 Asa fathered Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat fathered Joram,

Joram fathered Uzziah,
9 Uzziah fathered Jotham,

Jotham fathered Ahaz,
Ahaz fathered Hezekiah,
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10 Hezekiah fathered Manasseh,
Manasseh fathered Amon,

Amon fathered Josiah,
11 and Josiah fathered Jeconiah and his brothers

at the time of the exile to Babylon.
12 After the exile to Babylon
Jeconiah fathered Shealtiel,

Shealtiel fathered Zerubbabel,
13 Zerubbabel fathered Abiud,

Abiud fathered Eliakim,
Eliakim fathered Azor,

14 Azor fathered Zadok,
Zadok fathered Achim,
Achim fathered Eliud,

15 Eliud fathered Eleazar,
Eleazar fathered Matthan,

Matthan fathered Jacob,
16 and Jacob fathered Joseph the husband of Mary,

who gave birth to Jesus who is called the Christ.
17 So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations; 

and from David until the exile to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the 
exile to Babylon until the Christ, fourteen generations.
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Getting Started
As your group time begins, use this section to help get the conversation going. 

What do you know about your genealogy? Who is the most interesting person from your family tree?

Who are some family members that you interact with around Christmas, but rarely see at other 
times? How does this add to your experience of celebrating the holidays?

A common tradition at Christmas is to gather with family, including family that we may not see 

throughout the rest of the year. As we think about the various types of family traditions that we 

have during the Christmas season, there were some traditions about the birth of the Messiah 

that were very important to the Jewish nation. These traditions are also very important to us in 

understanding how Jesus’ family tree ultimately fulfilled the Abrahamic covenant. In Genesis, God 

promised Abraham that through his descendants, all people would be blessed and all those who 

believed in the child of promise would be called God’s people.

The advent of Christ celebrates the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham, God’s promise to 

David, and God’s promise to the world that He would send His Son to call, to save, and to set aside 

“one people” who would make His name great, give Him all the glory, and represent Him to all 

the nations. In the Hebrew tradition, one’s family tree was vital in telling the history of a person’s 

life, a person’s purpose, and a person’s prominence in society. In the first chapter of Matthew, we 

are going to look at the genealogy of Christ and how this often overlooked portion of the Christmas 

story shows us how Jesus is the promised Messiah who came to adopt us into His family tree.

Bible Study 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

> Have a volunteer read Matthew 1:1.

Knowing that Matthew was writing to a mostly Jewish audience, why would he start the life of 
Jesus Christ with a genealogy?

The word “genealogy” is also where we get our word “genesis,” which means, “beginning.” Every 

good story has a good beginning. It was very important to the first-century readers to know that 

Jesus wasn’t just the Son of God, but was God in the flesh. Jesus was fully God and fully human.

What was the significance of starting off the Christmas story by saying that Jesus was the Son of 
David? Son of Abraham? 
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Matthew began his Gospel with Jesus’ genealogy, or historical record. Matthew began the account 

with Abraham, the first person the Bible called a Hebrew (Gen. 14:13). Matthew probably wanted 

to assure his Jewish readers that Jesus was a Jew, a descendant of Abraham, the father of the 

Jewish people (John 8:39).

Matthew sought to prove that Jesus was the true Messiah, which means “deliverer.” The Deliverer 

had to be of the lineage of David. God had promised that one of David’s descendants would sit on 

the throne forever; that descendant had to be the child of the covenant promise of Abraham.

> Have a volunteer read Matthew 1:2-17.

Why do you think Matthew included men and women with checkered pasts in the lineage of Jesus?

How does Jesus’ family tree truly show us that Jesus is the Savior for “all people”? How is this an 
encouragement to you personally?

Jesus showed through His family tree that He came to save “all people” regardless of race, gender, 

ethnicity, or background. The lineage is evidence of grace.

Among the people in Jesus’ family tree are heroes of the faith, such as Abraham, Ruth, and David. 

But there are also cultural outsiders, like Rahab and Tamar, and evil people like Abijah (2 Chron. 

13). Many of those listed here weren’t legally qualified to be present in the temple, yet they’re 

Jesus’ family. What does that tell us? It tells us that Jesus came to overturn the world’s values. 

Jesus was the bringer of grace, and in Him the prostitute and the priest sat together as equals.

These verses also show the kingly lineage of Jesus, from Solomon to the Babylonian exile. Some of 

the kings were good and godly kings, but many of the kings were ungodly, idolatrous, and evil.

Additionally, although Matthew highlighted men in Jesus’ family tree, he did include four women 

(in addition to Mary, Jesus’ mother), an unusual practice in Jewish genealogies. Including these 

women was yet another way Matthew reminded us that Jesus’ family tree included all kinds of 

people. His ancestors included Jews and Gentiles, men and women, common people and royalty, 

and those classified as sinners as well as those regarded as upright. Jesus came to save all people 

who will respond to Him in faith.

What does Jesus’ family tree—with both good and bad people—reveal about the nature of Christ?

Jesus loves us unconditionally, and He never shied away from or hid the fact that He loved sinners. 

His whole purpose was to come and die on the cross for many of the unsavory characters listed 

in His family tree. The genealogy of Jesus reveals to us some important truths of how God works 

in fulfilling the Abrahamic covenant, and how Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life to all who 

become a part of “one people” of faith.
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Read 2 Samuel 7:16. What is the importance of David in Jesus’ genealogy?

How might this aspect of Jesus’ ancestry be used in sharing the gospel with others?

Matthew stressed that Jesus was the Son of David. The Jews knew that the Messiah, or Christ, 

would be a descendant of the great King David. When David wanted to build a temple or house for 

God, God rejected his plan. God promised David, however, that David’s “house,” or dynasty, would 

continue forever (2 Sam. 7:16). During the time when Jesus walked the land of the Bible, the Jews 

used the expression “Son of David” as a Messianic title. This Jesus was the promised deliverer God’s 

people had been anticipating.

Apply & Obey
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.                  

Since Jesus fulfilled the Abrahamic covenant to be a blessing to all people, how could you be a 
blessing to others this Christmas season?

If you are around family members or friends with questionable character this holiday season, what 
are some specific things you can do to show Christ’s love to them?

How could you use Jesus’ background to share His story?

P R A Y E R
Close your time in prayer, thanking Jesus that He is the promised Messiah who 

loves us unconditionally. Thank Him for the gift of grace, and that He enables us 
to bless others. Ask Him to help us show His love this holiday season.
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C O M M E N T A R Y
MATTHEW 1:1-17

1:1. It is fitting that the first verse of the first book of the New Testament, Matthew 1:1, 

identifies Jesus as the Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. These few words sum up 

the culmination of the entire Old Testament, and in them are the seeds from which the New 

Testament plan will grow. The long-awaited, promised Messiah, the restorer of God’s kingdom and 

the redeemer of His people, is Jesus Himself. This is Matthew’s central message, his purpose for 

writing his book.

In his first verse, Matthew made an amazing claim. At the time he was writing, many Jewish 

readers would have been skeptical about the idea that the man Jesus was indeed also the 

promised King or Christ. After all, He was merely a carpenter from a backwoods province, and 

they wanted a king just like other worldly kings—politically connected, militarily powerful, and 

personally charismatic, with all the accompanying pomp, circumstance, and credentials.

1:2-17. Jesus had credentials all right. Overwhelmingly so. But He was not interested in “pomp.” 

As Exhibit A to substantiate Jesus’ claim to the throne, Matthew presented Jesus’ pedigree—the 

genealogy linking Jesus by blood to both Abraham and David. Because the promised Christ must 

be descended from both of those key historical figures, the documentation of Jesus’ lineage was 

critically important. When it comes to kings, people want to know just where they come from. 

These first seventeen verses may at first seem a little boring. But they were not to Matthew’s 

audience—first-century Jews.

These lists serve a practical purpose. In a day before the man on the street had his own copy of 

the Bible, people had to rely on memory and oral history. So Matthew traced Christ’s genealogy 

in three sets of fourteen generations. The three sets are broken down into those generations: (1) 

before the monarchy (2) during the monarchy, and (3) after the fall of the monarchy to Babylon. 

He did not mention every single ancestor, but traced the generations in systematic, memorable 

terms. If the reader wanted more detail, it was available through the temple records. But 

Matthew’s undeniable point was that Jesus of Nazareth is legal heir to the throne of Israel. The 

king is on the scene.
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T H E  P R I N C E  O F  P E A C E
 

Session 2
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M A T T H E W  2 : 1 - 1 2 ,  C S B
1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod, wise men 
from the east arrived in Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king 

of the Jews? For we saw his star at its rising and have come to worship him.”
3 When King Herod heard this, he was deeply disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 

him. 4 So he assembled all the chief priests and scribes of the people and asked 
them where the Christ would be born.

5 “In Bethlehem of Judea,” they told him, “because this is what was written by the 
prophet:

6 And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah:

Because out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.”

7 Then Herod secretly summoned the wise men and asked them the exact time the 
star appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for 
the child. When you find him, report back to me so that I too can go and worship 

him.”

9 After hearing the king, they went on their way. And there it was—the star they 
had seen at its rising. It led them until it came and stopped above the place where 

the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 
Entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and falling to their 
knees, they worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him 

with gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to 
go back to Herod, they returned to their own country by another route.
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Getting Started
As your group time begins, use this section to help get the conversation going. 

Do you consider yourself a worrier? What causes you to worry the most on a daily basis?

What are your go-to methods for alleviating fear and worry?

When you think of having peace, what do you envision?

The Bible clearly teaches against worry and fear. Yet, these are things that the majority of us 

struggle to overcome. Fear is the product of our fallen human nature and the hopelessness we 

have apart from Christ. We innately gravitate toward worry and the feeling that we need to be in 

control of our lives. As we will see in today’s discussion, fear can lead us to take drastic measures 

to maintain our sense of control. However, the opposite of fear is peace. God’s desire is for His 

children to be people who rest in the peace available to them through His Son, Jesus.

Bible Study 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

> Have a volunteer read Matthew 2:1-2.

What do you know about the wise men from your familiarity with the Christmas story?

What is surprising to you about the wise men’s involvement in God’s plan for Jesus’ birth?

What do you think motivated the wise men to journey so far from home to investigate another 
religion’s Messiah?

Who were these wise men? The Greek term (magoi) referred to individuals who held positions of 

authority for centuries in the ancient Near East. They were not kings, but they counseled kings 

as important members of the royal courts. The wise men were Gentile dignitaries who traveled 

hundreds of miles to worship and honor the One born, “King of the Jews.” If the wise men had 

studied ancient religious texts from the region, they might have been familiar with various Old 

Testament prophecies about Jesus.
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Read Numbers 24:17. Based on this prophecy, what might the wise men have thought about 
Jesus’ mission and purpose?

For the wise men, God used a star to point them to the Messiah. What kinds of events does God 
use to point others to His Son today?

The star’s appearance not only caused a desire in the men to search for a new king, but also to 

worship Him. Quite possibly, they held the belief that a new star signaled not just a great event, 

but the birth of a great leader. The wise men were motivated by a sincere desire to find a new 

king in Jerusalem. Because the wise men were foreigners in the land, they sought direction to the 

Messiah from the most likely source—King Herod, the ruler of the Jewish community. Surely, they 

thought, Herod would know all about the coming Messiah and would be eager to celebrate Jesus. 

They were wrong. Herod and his rule stood in direct contrast to the goodness and love of God.

Read Isaiah 9:6-7, another Old Testament prophecy about Jesus, the Messiah. What titles are 
given for the Messiah in verse 6? What do these four titles signify?

What do you think of when you hear the word “peace”? Why do you think the title “Prince of 
Peace” was given for the promised Messiah?

Isaiah’s prophecy in 9:1-7 was a beacon of hope that pierced deep darkness. A child’s birth would 

usher in the sudden change from warfare and darkness to peace and light. Among the titles of the 

future Messianic King, He would be called Prince of Peace. The Hebrew term translated “peace” 

means much more than absence of conflict. It means“completeness,”“soundness,” and“welfare.” 

The ideas of health and prosperity are included. The coming Ruler would provide spiritual 

wholeness for His people—full, rich, joyful life.

These verses in Isaiah are more than just the promise of the Child whose birth we celebrate at 
Christmas. How does the description “Prince of Peace” encourage and comfort us today?

How has Jesus acted as the “Prince of Peace” in your life recently?

> Have a volunteer read Matthew 2:3-8.

Matthew specified that the wise men arrived in the days of King Herod. Herod the Great was 

granted the title “king of the Jews” by the Roman senate; he ruled in Jerusalem from 40–4 B.C. 

He was a ruthless ruler who did not hesitate to murder even members of his immediate family 
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when he felt his rule was threatened. Yet even with all his knowledge, Herod was a fool when it 

came to honoring God. Herod saw the wise men’s request as a direct threat to his empire, so he 

hastily gathered the chief priests and scribes to tell him where the Messiah would be born.

Why did Herod run to the chief priests and scribes for answers?

The more we love controlling our own lives, the harder it is when we lose control. What is a natural  
first reaction when your personal “empire” feels threatened?

In verse 8, we read that Herod deceptively played along with the wise men’s plan to worship the 

Messiah. But God had other plans. As Scripture indicates, the wise men were warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod (v. 12).

> Have a volunteer read Matthew 2:9-12.

When the wise men arrived in Bethlehem, the star stopped above the place where Jesus and His 

family were staying. The men’s long search had ended, and they were overjoyed beyond measure. 

The text indicates that the wise men had traveled such a long way out of a deep, personal need—

not out of mere curiosity. They came not simply to look at Jesus, but to worship Him.

What do the wise men teach us about worshiping Jesus?

The wise men showed up to worship the new King, and they came bearing gifts. What gifts do you 
bring to God in worship?

Verse 10 indicates that the wise men were so full of joy, they were compelled to give. Their 

gifts weren’t just trinkets, but extravagant and costly goods from their homelands. Beyond 

being impressive, the gifts also hinted at Jesus’ identity. Gold was traditionally a gift for a king, 

frankincense was a gift for deity, and myrrh was a spice often given to a person who faced death.

How has God’s goodness led you to worship recently?

The wise men recognized the Messiah and worshiped Him. Herod, on the other hand, was blinded 

by his personal quest for power. The end result was a life of turmoil and fear, rather than peace in 

the grace and mercy of God.
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Apply & Obey
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.                  

Are there any circumstances in your life that are making you feel hopeless? What are some special 
ways our group can be praying for you in relation to those circumstance?

Why is the birth of Jesus a source of hope for Christians today? How has this been true in your life?

Why is hope particularly important during the Christmas season? How are we called to show the 
hope of Jesus to the world?

Think of one person in your life who needs the hope that Christ brings. What are some ways you 
can reach out to that person during the weeks leading up to Christmas?

P R A Y E R
Ask God to give you the wisdom to know Jesus and the desire to worship 

and serve Him above yourself. Thank God for the opportunity to 
worship Him freely because of what Jesus did on your behalf. Close 

with a time of silence, giving group members the opportunity to voice 
silent prayers of love and gratitude for the hope we have in Jesus.
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C O M M E N T A R Y
MATTHEW 2:1-12

2:1-6. The mention of Jesus’ birthplace, Bethlehem of Judea, is significant in this passage 

especially because of the prophecy it fulfilled (see 2:4-6). Matthew is building his case. Jesus is 

the fulfillment of all the prophetic intentions of the long-awaited Jewish Messiah. All the details 

apply, including his birthplace.

The King Herod in this passage, one of many Herods, is Herod the Great, mentioned here and in 

Luke 1:5. His father, Antipater II, was a Jew of Idumaean descent (Edomite, related through Esau 

to Jacob) who gained influence under the Roman Empire. He was influential in his son Herod’s rise 

to power, in a succession of positions over Galilee and ultimately Judea, where Herod ruled from 

37–4 B.C. (Herod’s death in 4 B.C. is one of the main reasons we know Jesus was born somewhat 

earlier than the traditional A.D. 1; cf. 2:19.) During this time, Herod was given the title “king of 

the Jews” by the Roman senate. This in part explains his fear and aggressive murderous actions 

when he heard from the Magi that another king of the Jews had been born (2:2).

These Magi from the east (2:1) were likely from Babylon and were culturally influential students of 

the stars, not evil magicians of some sort. Their interest must have been aroused by the unusual 

star they observed. We do not know their number, but their entourage was probably substantial to 

make such a lengthy cross-continent trip and to cause such a noticeable stir in Jerusalem (2:3). 

How they came to connect the birth of the king of the Jews with the strange star is a matter of 

conjecture. Some scholars believe they may have been responding, in an amazing display of faith, 

to a scrap of Scripture brought to their people centuries before through Balaam (Num. 24:17), 

who was a Mesopotamian himself.

The important point here is that God brought the birth of the King to the attention of these 

Gentiles, who probably journeyed many months (possibly one to two years) from Mesopotamia 

to Jerusalem. Matthew included this information to alert his Jewish readers to several realities: 

(1) the event of Jesus’ birth had worldwide impact; (2) the Messiah was coming through Israel 

as a gift from God to all nations of the world, not just to the Jews; and (3) in contrast to the 

indifference of Jewish chief priests and scribes who should have anticipated the king’s birth 

(2:4), these Gentiles were over-whelmed with joy! The quote in 2:6 comes from Micah 5:2. Micah 

prophesied around the time of the Northern Kingdom’s fall in 722 B.C. Through this man, the Lord 

used the lesson of the Northern Kingdom’s fall to confront Judah’s own covenant disobedience. He 

warned of Judah’s future judgment, but he also gave cause for hope, foretelling his restoration of 

the remnant. It is in this context of hope that the words quoted by Matthew are written in Micah.

2:7-12. Herod called the Magi into his chambers alone to try to determine when this new king, 

Jesus, was born. Because both the Magi and Herod seemed to identify the appearance of the star 

with the birthdate of the Messiah, Jesus must have been at least a year old when the Magi arrived. 
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(This fact changes the traditional image of the Magi visiting the young family in the stable where 

Jesus was born. Certainly the shepherds found him there, but Joseph would have found his family 

a home to live in by the time the Magi arrived.) Herod wanted to use the Magi to determine the 

exact location of this new king. This was a self-serving strategy, not a generous desire to aid the 

Magi in their quest. Herod had no desire to worship the new king. His goal was to locate him and 

eliminate this bud of growing messianic hope which he viewed as potential competition.

The Magi likely followed this star very much as a sailor follows the stars to get to his destination. 

The text does, however, give every indication that this star was a supernatural phenomena. When 

the Magi found where Jesus and his family were living, they were overjoyed. Their destination was 

not just a place, but a person—Jesus. Their response was the same response that Matthew wanted 

for his readers; they worshiped him. The gifts they gave to Jesus—gold, frankincense, and myrrh— 

were the most common mediums of exchange in that day. The gold and two forms of incense made 

it possible for the Magi to cross through many different lands on their way to Bethlehem, much 

like people today use travelers checks when they are traveling. These gifts would come in handy 

later for Jesus’ family as they traveled themselves (2:13-15).

The Magi chose not to go back to Herod as he had instructed. Instead they went a different way. 

For foreigners to disobey a king in that day was risky. But the Magi, by faith, followed the warning 

they had received in a dream. They clearly were more awed by God than by Herod.
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T H E  F U L F I L L M E N T  O F  T H E  L A W
Session 3
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L U K E  2 : 2 1 - 2 4 ,  C S B
21 When the eight days were completed for his circumcision, he was named 
Jesus—the name given by the angel before he was conceived. 22 And when 

the days of their purification according to the law of Moses were finished, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (just as it is written 
in the law of the Lord, Every firstborn male will be dedicated to the Lord) 24 

and to offer a sacrifice (according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, a pair 
of turtledoves or two young pigeons). 

M A T T H E W  5 : 1 7 - 2 0 ,  C S B
17 “Don’t think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets. I did not come 

to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, 
not the smallest letter or one stroke of a letter will pass away from the law until 

all things are accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commands and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom 
of heaven. But whoever does and teaches these commands will be called great in 
the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that 

of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never get into the kingdom of heaven.” 
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Getting Started
As your group time begins, use this section to help get the conversation going. 

What is your favorite Christmas tradition?

What is your least favorite part of your family’s Christmas traditions? Why are you not a fan?

If you could change one thing about the way your family celebrates Christmas, what would it be 
and why?

Christmas is a holiday full of traditions, and whether we like to admit it or not, sometimes those 

traditions grow old over the years. Maybe you are tired of watching the same Christmas movies, 

or going to the same Christmas parade year after year. As with anything we do frequently, aspects 

of the Christmas season have become habits, where we just go through the motions. In the part 

of the Christmas story we will read today, the religious Pharisees were stuck going through the 

motions; as a result, they missed the dedication of Christ.

Bible Study 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

> Have a volunteer read Luke 2:21-24.

These four verses in Luke’s Gospel are an often overlooked part of the Christmas story. What took 
place in this passage, and why do you think Luke included it in his account of Jesus’ birth?

What do we learn about Joseph and Mary from this account?

Take a minute to read Exodus 13:2, 11-16 and Leviticus 12. Summarize the instructions given in 
these two passages.

Religious rituals and procedures were an integral part of the Jewish faith. The Old Testament books 

of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy describe at length the various practices and laws 

the Jewish people were to abide by. Joseph and Mary were faithful Jews, so after Jesus was born, 

they made the short trip from Bethlehem to Jerusalem to carry out the Law’s requirements related 
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to childbirth (see Lev. 12). Obediently, Mary and Joseph followed all the Jewish customs based on 

God’s Old Testament revelation. Thirty-three days after circumcision, the new mother entered the 

temple to purify herself and her family (see Lev. 2).

Fulfilling the demands of the Old Testament laws, Mary and Joseph took Jesus to Jerusalem for 

the purification rites to dedicate Him officially to God as their firstborn. They carefully followed 

the regulations of Exodus, and particularly those of Leviticus 12. Unable to offer a lamb, they 

presented birds as a poor person’s substitute (Lev. 12:6, 8). The Son’s being with His parents 

fulfilled all righteousness in fulfilling the Law, as Luke repeatedly emphasized. The Son, like 

Samuel, was dedicated to God and His service (see 1 Sam. 2).

When you think about these verses, are you surprised by anything that is not mentioned?

The young baby being dedicated to the Lord in these verses was the very Son of God. We would 

think that this truth would have had a profound impact on the religious Pharisees present at 

Jesus’ circumcision and consecration ceremonies. But they are not mentioned at all. While those 

Pharisees were going through the motions of their faith, they were in the presence of the Messiah 

and missed it.

What are some of the traditions and rituals that are an important part of our faith today? Come up 
with a list of as many as you can.

Which of these religious practices do you have a tendency to let distract you from genuine 
worship?

If you have been in church for some time, then it’s safe to assume that you do some things out of 

habit—tithing, singing songs in worship, taking the Lord’s Supper. All of these are important, even 

critical parts of our worship, but the actions themselves don’t hold any value. Unless our outward 

actions match the attitude of our hearts, then the actions we take in worship don’t matter. The 

Pharisees obeyed the Law, but they missed the Savior.

In Luke 2:21-24, Jesus’ parents fulfilled the Law’s requirements by having Him circumcised and 

dedicated. Later on in Jesus’ ministry, He taught about how He is the ultimate fulfillment of the 

Law, and He challenged us to a faith that is greater than that of the Pharisees.

> Have a volunteer read Matthew 5:17-20.

What does it mean to fulfill something? What do you think it means in this context?
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Read Hebrews 7:23–8:6 and Acts 2:22-36. What are some ways Jesus fulfilled “the Law and the 
Prophets”?

While the knowledge that Jesus didn’t disregard the Old Testament might have put some at ease, 

by saying He came to fulfill the Law, Jesus made a bold statement: He had authority over the 

Law. Only God has such authority, so Jesus was asserting His divinity. Jesus loved the Law and 

the Prophets—He created them, and He came to keep them perfectly and bring God’s covenant 

promises to fruition.

In verse 20, Jesus said that the kingdom belongs to those whose righteousness outshines that 

of the scribes and Pharisees. The scribes were the keepers of Scripture (in this case the Old 

Testament), and the Pharisees were the teachers of the Law and were considered to be the pillars 

of righteousness in Jewish communities. Being more “righteous” than them must have seemed 

improbable. But their righteousness was largely external and superficial—and Jesus demanded 

something deeper.

List some specific areas of your life where you like to compare yourself to others. What realities are 
you avoiding when you do so?

What was Jesus trying to communicate when He said we must exceed the righteousness of the 
Pharisees?

Think about a time in your life when you felt closest to God. Did you think of yourself as living in 
righteousness? Why did you feel close to Him at that time?

Where is the gospel message in this passage?

Jesus communicated two things when He commanded His followers to be righteous. The Law acts 

as a spiritual mirror for our lives by revealing the extent of our sin. It’s easy to compare ourselves 

to friends and coworkers and think we’re pretty good people, but when we compare ourselves with 

God’s standards, we fall miserably short. When we truly see how we stack up, we find that we’re 

utterly without hope of attaining the inner and outer righteousness God requires. No amount of 

lawkeeping is good enough, because the problem is the human heart. What Jesus wants more than 

anything else—more than following the rules or going through the motions—is a heart that loves 

and worships Him. He sacrificed His very life so that we could have a relationship with Him. When 

we reflect on that gospel truth, it snaps us out of our habits and routines and draws us back to 

Jesus.
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Apply & Obey
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.                  

How have you been “going through the motions” in your relationship with God lately?

What steps do you need to take today to repent of that sin and experience change in that area?

Whether our worship is at church, in our group, or at home, what are ways that we can prepare 
ourselves daily and weekly to meet with God and avoid going through the motions?

When our hearts are truly focused on God in worship, our priorities are reordered. How might your 
priorities need to be reordered in worship of God?

P R A Y E R
Close in prayer, asking God to give you the self-awareness and desire to 

stop going through the motions in your relationship with Him. Pray that 
as Christmas nears, authentic worship would be the focus of our group 

and our church. Lastly, pray that we will not be like the Pharisees, who 
were so busy with their religious activities that they missed Jesus.
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C O M M E N T A R Y
LUKE 2:21-24

2:21. On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him. Even though it is not emphasized, 

Jesus’ circumcision reveals the solidarity of God’s Son with his people, namely, that he was born 

under the law (Gal 4:4). As in the case of John, the emphasis falls not on the child’s circumcision 

but rather on his naming. Unlike Matthew 1:21, however, no interpretation or etymology of the 

name (Jesus means “Yahweh saves”) is given, although Acts 4:12 suggests that Luke may have 

been aware of the etymology due to the play on the words “salvation” and “name.” Luke did not 

specify who named the child (cf. Luke 1:31).

2:22-24. The “purification” contained three elements: Mary’s purification (Lev 12:6-8), which 

involved a sacrifice being offered at the Nicanor Gate in the court of the women; the redemption 

of the firstborn son (Exod 13:1-2), which involved five shekels (Num 3:47-48) and which Luke did 

not mention; and the consecration of the firstborn son (cf. 1 Sam 1:11, 22, 28). 

2:22. When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed. This 

would have been forty days after Jesus’ birth (seven days after birth, circumcision; thirty-three 

days after circumcision, purification; cf. Lev 12:3-4). The law is mentioned five times in this 

account, and thus its value as a moral guide is revealed. The reference to “their purification” is 

difficult in that only Mary needed the purification rite. Also does “their” refer to Jesus and Mary or 

to Joseph and Mary? The clearest antecedent of “their” appears to be subject of the verb “took,” 

i.e., they. (The names Joseph and Mary are not found in the Greek text.) If it refers to Joseph and 

Mary, the pronoun “their” gives a sense of family solidarity in which Mary’s need of purification is 

seen as a need for this “one flesh” (Gen 2:24) unit. Since a child did not need to experience any 

such purification, if the “their” refers to Mary and Jesus this would indicate that Luke simply used 

the term “purification,” which was one element of the ritual, to describe the entire ritual that Mary 

and her son needed to experience. Compare 1 Sam 1:22-24.

Took him. “Took him” is literally took him up. One always goes up to Jerusalem, even though in 

this instance Bethlehem is slightly higher than Jerusalem. Since Nazareth is not mentioned in 

Luke 2:1-39, Luke expected his readers to think of this trip as originating in Bethlehem, which 

is five miles south of Jerusalem. It is uncertain about whether the purification-redemption-

consecration had to be done in the temple in Jerusalem, although Nehemiah 10:35-36 at least 

portrayed this as the ideal. Since Bethlehem lay so close to Jerusalem, there is good reason to 

think that Joseph and Mary would have sought to perform these rites in the temple. 

To present him to the Lord. This was seen by Luke as the main reason for going to Jerusalem. One 

should not interpret the verb “present” as the offering of Jesus as a sacrifice to God along the lines 

of Rom 12:1. This goes beyond the Lukan teaching.
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2:23. This verse demonstrates that the main element in this account for Luke was the Savior’s 

consecration rather than his redemption or Mary’s purification.

2:24. And to offer … “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” Why did Luke describe the sacrifice? 

Was it purely for historical reasons? Was it to demonstrate that Joseph and Mary obeyed the law? 

Or was it because he expected his readers to know that according to Leviticus 12:8 the normal 

sacrifice involved a lamb and a dove or pigeon and thus to understand that Joseph and Mary were 

of a “humble state” (Luke 1:48), i.e., too poor to be able to afford a lamb? Certainty is impossible, 

but the latter explanation fits well the Lukan emphasis in 1:48,52-53; 2:8. That Mary offered a 

dove as a sin offering (Lev. 12:6) for her purification indicates that the mother of God’s Son also 

needed the forgiveness and redemption that her son brought. (The description of Mary’s offering 

also suggests that Joseph and Mary were not yet in possession of the rich gifts of the wise men 

mentioned in Matt 2:11, i.e., the wise men had not yet come. Cf. also Matt 2:7, 16.)

MATTHEW 5:17-20

5:17-20 Jesus defended Himself against charges that He defied the law (9:3,11,14; 12:2,10; 

15:1-2; 17:24; 19:3; 22:34-36) by insisting that He came to fulfill both the Law and the 

Prophets, which together amount to the entire OT. The word “fulfill” may refer to fulfillment of 

OT prophecies (1:22; 2:15,17,23; 4:14; 8:17; 12:17; 13:35; 21:4; 26:54,56; 27:9). This is 

suggested by the words all things are accomplished. However, it can also refer to obedience to 

God’s commands (3:15). This additional meaning is implied by the reference to practicing these 

commands. Consequently, Jesus’ words imply that He would fulfill all of the OT promises and obey 

all its commandments. The smallest letter of the Hebrew alphabet is the yod, which resembles an 

English apostrophe. The stroke of a letter is a slight pen stroke that distinguishes similar letters. 

Jesus’ statement shows that He regarded the OT as accurate and reliable down to the smallest 

detail. In keeping with this conviction, Jesus taught that fidelity to the OT witness determines 

a disciple’s stature in His kingdom. True fidelity to God’s commands is made possible by God’s 

miraculous work in a disciple’s heart.
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T H E  E X P E C T E D  S A V I O R
Session 4
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L U K E  2 : 2 5 - 3 5 ,  C S B
25 There was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to Israel’s consolation, and the Holy 

Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he saw the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, 
he entered the temple. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform 

for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him up in his arms, 
praised God, and said,

29 Now, Master,
you can dismiss your servant in peace,

as you promised.
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation.

31 You have prepared it
in the presence of all peoples—

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and glory to your people Israel.

33 His father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 
Then Simeon blessed them and told his mother Mary: “Indeed, this child is 

destined to cause the fall and rise of many in Israel and to be a sign that will be 
opposed—35 and a sword will pierce your own soul—that the thoughts of many 

hearts may be revealed.”
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Getting Started
As your group time begins, use this section to help get the conversation going. 

What is the longest you’ve ever waited to receive something you’ve been promised? What was it? 
How did you feel when the promise was finally fulfilled?

How do you typically handle the waiting process? Do you get impatient and take matters into your 
own hands? Do you grow apathetic and try to forget about what you were promised? Explain.

Mary and Joseph had waited nine months for their promised child to be born, but the people 

of Israel had been anticipating the promised Messiah for centuries. Among the people looking 

forward to the Messiah’s coming was an extraordinary man named Simeon. This study of 

Simeon’s encounter with Jesus will help prepare us for a life of joy and blessing. 

Bible Study 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

Last week, we read about Mary and Joseph’s obedience to God and faithfulness to fulfill Old 

Testament requirements. After having Jesus circumcised according to the Law (v. 21), they 

observed the rite of purification according to the Law (v. 22), presented Him in the temple as 

required by the Law (v. 23), and offered the sacrifice stipulated for the poor in the Law (v. 24). 

We also discussed how most of the religious leaders in Jesus’ day were so busy going through the 

motions of their faith that they missed the Messiah. One man who did not miss the significance of 

this young child was Simeon.

> Have a volunteer read Luke 2:25-26.

From Luke 2:25-26, what do you learn about the type of person Simeon was?

What was Simeon anticipating? What do you think “the consolation of Israel” meant?

From this brief glimpse into the life of Simeon, we learn that he was righteous and devout, a 

picture of faithfulness to God. He believed the Old Testament promises that God would send a 

Messiah (“the consolation of Israel”), and he anxiously awaited that day. The central focus of his 

life was the anticipation of the Messiah’s birth. 

What in these two verses stands out to you the most? Why?
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We cannot miss the presence of the Holy Spirit in these verses. Simeon had experienced a 

revelation from the Holy Spirit that he would live to see the Messiah. How that revelation was 

made to him is not indicated; nor is it indicated just how the Holy Spirit informed Simeon that 

this particular baby was the Messiah. Three times in three verses (vv. 25-27), Luke stressed the 

Holy Spirit’s activity in this incident in Jesus’ life. 

 

> Have a volunteer read Luke 2:27-32.

How did Simeon recognize Jesus?

What is the relationship between Simeon’s righteousness and devotion and his recognition of the 
Savior?

What we learn from Simeon is that an intimate, personal relationship with God enables us to 

respond to God’s leading and recognize His blessings when they come. Based on verses 25-26, we 

know Simeon was walking in a right relationship with God. Simeon was anticipating the Messiah’s 

coming, which indicates he took God’s promises seriously. In addition, Simeon was “moved by 

the Holy Spirit” (v. 27). Finally, Simeon was worshiping God in the temple. God used Simeon’s 

worship time to communicate Jesus’ identity and mission. 

When we come to church to worship God, do we come with the anticipation that God will reveal 
Himself to us? Why or why not? If not, what often keeps us from doing so?

The words “dismiss your servant in peace” (v. 29) are a way of saying, “let me die.” Simeon was 

not expressing a wish to die, but was affirming that God had kept His promise that Simeon would 

live to see the Messiah (see v. 26). 

What did Simeon predict about the mission of Jesus?

The words, “your salvation” in verse 30 reveal that salvation is not achieved by human works or 

effort. Salvation is in a Person—Jesus. To see Jesus is to see salvation.

What does it mean that Jesus is “a light for revelation to the Gentiles”?

The word translated “Gentiles” in verse 32 is from the Greek word ethnos, meaning “nations.” It’s 

the same word Jesus used in the Great Commission, “Go and make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 

28:19). The coming of Jesus was more than a fulfillment of Israel’s messianic hopes. Jesus is the 

light revealing and providing God’s way of salvation for all people. Though Israel has always had 
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a special place in God’s plan, God’s plan of redemption includes both Jews and Gentiles (see Isa. 

40:5; 42:6; 49:6; 52:9-10).

Throughout his Gospel and in Acts, Luke stressed that salvation is for all people. This is a 

prominent theme even in the birth narratives. For example, on the night of Jesus’ birth, an angel 

appeared to shepherds—social outcasts—as they tended their flocks in fields near Bethlehem. The 

angel announced the good news of the Savior’s birth on behalf of all people (2:10).

What are some specific ways you help others recognize the Savior this week? 

The salvation that Christ came to provide is offered to all, but it is not received by all. People are 

saved on the basis of their response to Jesus. One of the appropriate ways to observe Christmas is 

to joyfully celebrate the gift of salvation God provided for us in Christ.

> Have a volunteer read Luke 2:33-35.

What did Simeon predict about Jesus’ effect on people?

The coming of Jesus is not just a heart-warming, feel-good story. Immediately after praising God 

for Jesus’ birth, Simeon delivered a dose of reality to Mary in verses 34-35. Simeon acknowledged 

that Jesus would polarize people. This became true from the very beginning in His public ministry, 

and it remains true today. Jesus is either a source of joy or grief; there is no middle ground.

How is Jesus still the cause of the rising and falling of people today?

Why are some people threatened by Jesus?

The announcement of Jesus’ birth is threatening to many. Consider the cultural opposition to the 

singing of carols in public schools, the simple greeting of “Merry Christmas,” or the referral to a 

“Christmas” tree as hostile to the good news about Jesus. 

Spend a few minutes discussing any opposition to Christmas you have heard about or experienced 
first-hand.

When we share the gospel message, we should expect opposition. Still, we should never use the 

prospect of rejection as an excuse not to share the gospel. We should share the gospel not with 

harshness or rudeness, but with compassion and grace. We should be quick to listen and slow to 

speak, relying on the Holy Spirit’s words and promptings. 
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How can anticipating opposition help you deal with it in a way that honors Christ and enables you 
to count that opposition as joy?

The truth of Christ’s coming, while welcomed by some, is threatening to others. The most 

important thing to keep in mind is that it is true. 

Apply & Obey
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.               

This discussion has reminded us that Jesus is the One on whom we need to focus our lives—not 

just during the Christmas season, but all the time. He is the unique Savior of the world, the One 

all people need to know, because there is no salvation apart from Him. He is the fulfillment of all 

of God’s promises. Everything that God wants to do in and through us, He will do through Jesus. 

What is your greatest longing? What does that longing reveal about the central focus of your life?

How has this discussion challenged you to keep your focus on Jesus? 

For Simeon, Jesus’ birth was a source of great joy, and he responded by praising God. In what ways 
are you praising God for the joy of His salvation?

Jesus is God’s salvation made available for all people. What is our church doing to help spread the 
news around the world? How is God calling you to be a part of this mission?

P R A Y E R
Close in prayer, praising God that the joy of His salvation is made available to 
all people through the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Ask God to 
help us become more aware of opportunities to share His message of salvation 

with our world, and to give us the humility, courage, and compassion to do so. 
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C O M M E N T A R Y
LUKE 2:25-35

2:25. Among the many people in Jerusalem at the time Joseph and Mary took Jesus was an 

exceptional, extraordinary man. Luke described Simeon in glowing terms. Simeon was “righteous”; 

that is, he kept God’s laws and the laws of his society, behaving well toward others. He also was 

“devout,” carefully fulfilling prescribed religious duties. Simeon was pious in the deepest and 

best sense of the word. The combination of the words “righteous” and “devout” stresses that he 

was conscientious in living out his relationship with God. In addition, Simeon was “waiting for the 

consolation of Israel.” This referred to the hope Israel had in regard to God’s plan for the nation. 

More specifically, it referred to the Messiah’s role in that plan. Simeon lived with the anticipation 

that God’s promised Deliverer could come at any time.

Significantly, the Holy Spirit was on Simeon continuously. This marked him as someone special 

and qualified him as a credible witness concerning Jesus’ messiahship. The truth for believers’ 

consideration today is that an intimate, personal relationship with God enables them to respond to 

God’s leading. Simeon represented genuine, godly piety among God’s people—the highest quality 

of Old Testament faith. 

2:26. In some manner, the Holy Spirit had revealed to Simeon that he would live to see the Lord’s 

Messiah. God honored Simeon’s fervent anticipation of seeing with his own eyes the long-awaited 

Deliverer. Some interpreters view the promise that Simeon “would not die before” the fulfillment 

of his hope as evidence he was elderly, but he may or may not have been old. Whatever Simeon’s 

age, he held fast to God’s promise to see God’s Anointed One. Simeon fervently believed Israel’s 

covenant God would make good on that promise. God would send His Deliverer.

2:27. The Spirit prompted Simeon to enter the temple complex. For the third time in three verses, 

Luke stressed the Holy Spirit’s activity in this incident in Jesus’ life. Behind the scenes, God was 

orchestrating His unfolding redemptive purpose. The words temple courts probably referred to 

the court of the women, an outer court of the temple beyond which women could not go. Jesus’ 

parents brought Him there to fulfill the law’s requirements. As was customary under the law, they 

consecrated their Son to God (see Ex. 13:2,12,15; Num. 3:13; 18:15-16; Deut. 21:15-17).

2:28. Under the Spirit’s leading, Simeon approached Joseph and Mary and reached out to receive 

the child and hold Him in his arms. Two often overlooked and surprising factors were involved 

in this exchange. First, Joseph and Mary were obviously poor, yet Simeon recognized the baby 

they held as the Messiah. Second, they allowed a stranger to hold their child. Remarkably, they 

evidently did not hesitate. As Simeon held the infant Jesus, he praised God. Literally, he “blessed 

God.” Customarily, the Jews’ prayers of thanksgiving began with praising God and acknowledging 

His glory. As Simeon held Jesus, he prayed. His prayer is in the form of a beautiful hymn 

comparable to the finest Old Testament psalms. 
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2:29. Simeon acknowledged God as his Master. The words dismiss Your servant in peace are a 

way of saying “let me die” (see Gen. 15:15). Nevertheless, this should not be seen so much as 

expressing a desire to die than as an affirmation that God had kept His promise to Simeon. Now 

emphasizes that Simeon was marking the precise point in time when God had done what He had 

promised to do. One senses that once Simeon saw Jesus, held the baby in his arms, praised Him, 

and knew that Jesus was the Savior of the world, Simeon’s life was fulfilled. Simeon has been 

described as a watchman who could leave his assigned post because that for which he had been 

watching had come.

2:30. Simeon understood that God’s salvation was not a goal to be achieved by great effort. His 

salvation was a Person, the Lord Jesus Christ. As the man of faith looked at Jesus, he knew that 

his eyes beheld the salvation God had provided. To see Jesus was/is to see salvation.

2:31. God provided this salvation for all people, not just for the Jews. The humble birth of Jesus 

illustrates clearly that He came to provide salvation for any who would receive Him. All the people 

of the world could relate to a baby born in meager surroundings, but not all of them could have 

related to one born in wealth. Barriers such as class and race collapse in a stable. All the wealthy 

and prestigious as well as all of the poor and forgotten people of the world, regardless of infirmities 

or handicaps, can gather at the stable and identify with the Christ child born there.

2:32. Simeon clarified the inclusiveness of the redemption God made available in Jesus. Jesus 

is as a “light … to the Gentiles” (nations) and a “glory” to God’s “people Israel.” Jesus was the 

light who could dispel the spiritual and moral darkness of the Gentiles. Jesus was also the shining 

glory to Israel, fulfilling the revelation that already had been given to them. Certainly, one of the 

appropriate ways to observe Christmas is to praise God in prayer and song for the salvation He has 

so graciously provided for us in Jesus Christ.

2:33. After Joseph and Mary heard Simeon declare the praises of their Son, they “were amazed.” It 

was a natural reaction to God’s divine revelation. Simeon specified Jesus’ mission to both Gentiles 

and Jews, details lacking in the messages Mary and Joseph had received earlier. An angel had visited 

each of them separately before Jesus’ birth. 

2:34-35. Then Simeon made a further pronouncement to Jesus’ mother Mary. Why just Mary? 

Perhaps Simeon had insight into Joseph’s death (as it is believed) before Jesus would begin His 

public ministry. Regardless, Simeon’s prophecy may have been troubling and startling to Mary. 

Her Son would be the source of national division, personal opposition, and her own pain.

Jesus was destined to cause the fall and rise of many. This prophecy asserted two opposite 

reactions to Jesus. Division would result from His life and ministry as some would fall in 

judgment while others would rise in salvation. Simeon’s prophetic message made it clear that 

Jesus’ ministry would not be met with wholehearted acceptance from all of those He came to 

deliver. Some of Jesus’ own people would reject Him. This is made clear at the start of the 

gospel story, not part of a surprise ending. Jesus would cause division and opposition even as He 

went about bringing reconciliation, redemption, and salvation.
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Only weeks after His birth, Simeon communicated that not everyone receives Jesus as welcome 

news. Christians today can expect opposition. Still, we should never use the prospect of 

rejection as an excuse not to share the gospel. Our goal, as part of God’s plan to change the 

world, is to share it “in season and out of season” (2 Tim. 4:2, NASB).

Simeon’s prophecy was especially troubling for Mary. A sword would pierce her own soul. It is 

possible the pronouncement referred to her own future stumbling over the identity of Jesus (Luke 

8:19-21), but more likely it foreshadowed a mother’s excruciating pain of seeing her own Son 

rejected, opposed, and ultimately crucified. As difficult as it might be for us to face hostility to our 

message about Jesus, we must be faithful to proclaim it. Jesus came to provide salvation. As we 

share this truth, many will readily accept Jesus as Savior and Lord.



Session 5 || 35

T H E  R E J E C T E D  M E S S I A H
Session 5



Session 5 || 36

M A R K  6 : 1 - 6 ,  C S B
1 He left there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 2 

When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who 
heard him were astonished. “Where did this man get these things?” they said. 
“What is this wisdom that has been given to him, and how are these miracles 
performed by his hands? 3 Isn’t this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and the 

brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And aren’t his sisters here with us?” 
So they were offended by him. 4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without 

honor except in his hometown, among his relatives, and in his household.” 5 He 
was not able to do a miracle there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick 

people and healed them. 6 And he was amazed at their unbelief. He was going 
around the villages teaching.
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Getting Started
As your group time begins, use this section to help get the conversation going.

What was the last thing you saw someone do that really amazed you?

What kinds of things did Jesus do that amazed people? Why, then, did these same things also 
cause people to doubt Him?

What is it about Jesus that causes you to be amazed? 

On the other hand, is there anything that causes you to doubt Him or His power in your life?

Throughout His adult ministry, Jesus frequently encountered a response of resistance to, and even 

rejection of, His work. The people of His hometown of Nazareth could think of Him only as the 

boy who had grown up in their midst. Do we resist God by our own moments of unbelief? Do we 

refuse to let the adult Savior rule in our lives, even though we celebrate the baby Jesus every year? 

Today’s discussion challenges us to recognize that we, too, can potentially resist God. We need to 

guard against both attitudes and actions of faithlessness.

Bible Study 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

> Have a volunteer read Mark 6:1-6.

In what three ways did the people in Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth show their resistance to 
Jesus? 

How does the hometown crowd’s response to Jesus differ from those who had witnessed His 
teachings and miracles up to this point in His ministry?

As in other settings, Jesus’ hearers were amazed, but their amazement was amazed disbelief rather 

than a realization that would shock them into believing. They had no explanation for Jesus’ wisdom 

and miraculous powers. But whatever the explanation, they would not consider the truth. Instead, 

the crowd questioned Jesus’ authority (v. 2), made disparaging remarks about His background (v. 

3), and demonstrated a lack of faith (v. 6).
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What did this group of people “know” about Jesus that people in other towns wouldn’t have 
known? What impact might this have had on their disbelief?

The people of Jesus’ hometown had the privilege of seeing Him grow up. You would think that 

they would have noted what an exceptional person He was; instead, Jesus appeared to them as a 

regular carpenter. Because of the puzzle Jesus represented in these people’s minds, they would 

not believe Him. However, they could not honestly dismiss Him. In their confusion, they became 

angry, looking for someone to blame for their uncomfortable mental state, so they took offense at 

Him. Familiarity truly does breed contempt. 

Jesus sent His disciples out to preach repentance, and we know that Jesus often preached 

repentance as well. This likely offended the people. Their questions about Jesus sounded like, 

“Who does he think he is? Why is this local carpenter preaching repentance and acting like a 

Rabbi? We’ve known him his whole life, and he is no better than us!” The unbelief of the people 

kept Jesus from doing many miracles, simply because their unbelief kept them from seeking Him 

for help. If they didn’t believe His message or were offended by Him, then they would not come to 

Him for healing, even if they needed it. No wonder Jesus was amazed at their unbelief!

How did the crowd’s disbelief affect Jesus’ ministry in Nazareth (v. 6)?

Jesus’ miraculous acts were often associated with the faith of the people. In this context, however, 

it was Jesus’ lack of miracles that was associated with the people’s lack of faith. This has to be 

one of the most sorrowful statements in the Bible. Imagine Jesus leaving His hometown, with 

many people whom He had loved, unable to find the faith that He found in a Gentile centurion 

(Matt. 8:13). His own family and close friends were fulfilling Matthew 13:14—hearing, but not 

understanding.

What does this story teach us about taking Jesus for granted?

What relation does our faith have to Jesus’ ability to be at work in our lives? Why does He look 
for faith?

Are we ever like the people of Nazareth? Sometimes we may think we know all there is to know 

about Jesus. We let our preconceived ideas about who He is make it impossible for us to accept 

new insights. Let’s not allow complacency or prejudice to close our eyes to the truth. As we learn 

more about Jesus, we must try to see Him for who He really is. Jesus did not do great miracles 

in Nazareth because of the people’s pride and unbelief. They missed great blessings. Lack of 

faith also may prevent us from experiencing the many blessings God has for us. Are we daily 

demonstrating faith in Him? Real faith lets the Savior rule in our lives at all times.
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How would Jesus assess your faith today? 

How can we strengthen our faith in an unseen God who can do the impossible in difficult 
circumstances?

Apply & Obey
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.               

Jesus calls us to recognize, respond to, and live in humble faith under His authority. Only when we 

live under His authority will we be able to possess the quality of character He expects and to live 

out the lifestyle He demonstrated.

Based on our discussion today, what would you say is the biggest danger of faithlessness? How can 
we actively guard against it?

How might a lack of humility stand in the way of God working in and through you?

How does your faith reflect your acceptance of Jesus’ authority over every area of your life?

Would the people in our community say that our church lives out faith in Jesus? Why or why not? 
What is one new step we can take toward living out our faith in our community? 

P R A Y E R
Lead in prayer, asking the Lord to enable His believers to hear anew Jesus’ call 

to humble faith this Christmas, to live under His authority in the new year, and 
to join Him in demonstrating His compassion for all people. Ask God to help you 

reflect daily the qualities of love, generosity, humility, and faithfulness as you 
live under His authority, and that by doing so, others would be drawn to Jesus.
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C O M M E N T A R Y
MARK 6:1-6

6:1-2. From what we know of Jesus’ life before His public ministry, He spent most of His time in 

Nazareth. It is to Nazareth that He now returned with His disciples. But this was not just a time 

of visiting His family. The presence of the disciples implies that He came as a rabbi, a teacher 

followed by His students. It was only natural, therefore, for the synagogue to invite Him, a visiting 

rabbi, to teach. Again, He amazed the listeners.

6:3. The listeners took offense at Him. They were offended, not at what Jesus said or what He 

did—as was the case with the Pharisees and scribes—but at who He was. They began mocking 

Him. These people had known Jesus for thirty years. They knew His earthly family. Some of them 

had perhaps hired Him to do work for them. The word carpenter means “a worker in wood, stone or 

metal.” This word denotes a craftsman. Jesus was a common worker, a blue-collar laborer. He had 

no formal training; He was not a scholar. And the people in His hometown knew this. There may be 

none so quick to judge our fitness and competence as those with whom we grow up.

6:4. Jesus repeated a well-known proverb of the time. He was clearly identifying Himself with Old 

Testament prophets who were often ridiculed, not listened to, and sometimes even put to death.

6:5-6. Jesus healed people through compassion, not on demand or as a performance. Our human 

minds may think, “If He had performed a miracle here, perhaps they would have believed.” Jesus, 

however, knew their hearts. They had been presented with many opportunities to see, to hear, and 

to believe. Some people have made up their minds and do not want to be confused with the facts. 

Jesus was amazed at their lack of faith. Only one other time is the word amazed used about Jesus. 

In that instance, He was amazed at someone’s faith (Luke 7:9). Jesus then went to other villages 

teaching.


