
 

 

The Result of First Things June 3, 2018 
Baptism Sunday Pastor Matt Whiteford 
 
I. Intro 
 A.   Baptism - public confession that I have surrendered to Jesus and am pursuing a life 

making Him first. 
 B.   First things  
II. Result of first things (Acts 28:30-31) 
 A.   Read Acts 28:30-31 
 B.   Trace Paul’s life events 
  1.   Path 
   a.   Started out as an enemy of Jesus and His Church 
   b.   Conversion: Three years in Arabia; then to Damascus to preach Jesus 
   c.   Flees Damascus for fear of persecution and meets with Apostles 
   d.   Preaches in Tarsus and surrounding regions 
   e.   Invited by Barnabas to teach in Antioch 
   f.    Partners with Barnabas in ministry 
   g.   Has conflict with Peter over theology 
   h.   Has conflict with Barnabas over Mark 
   i.    Partners with Silas in ministry 
   j.    Imprisoned by Rome: appears before authorities and ends up in  Rome 

appealing before Caesar; in prison there for two years 
  2.  Persecutions and sufferings 
   a.   Attempts to put him to death 
   b.   Repeated persecution 
   c.   Attempts at stoning  
   d.   Left for dead 
   e.   Beaten with rods (Roman punishment) 
   f.    Repeatedly lashed 40 less one (Jewish punishment) 
 C.   Explain Acts 28 
  1.   Context 
   a.   House arrest at own expense, but free to speak with anyone in earshot  
   b.   Chained to a guard; changed every six hours (recorded elsewhere that some 

were saved) 
  2.   Activity 
   a.   Wrote letters to churches in Philippi, Ephesus, Colosse, and his friend 

Philemon 
   b.   Visited with Timothy, John Mark, Luke, and others. Met Onesimus, Philemon’s 

runaway slave. 
   c.   Preached boldly without hindrance 
    1)  Those life circumstances would not naturally lead me to boldness. 
    2)  Those life circumstances would not naturally cause some to conclude that 

there are no hindrances. 



 

 

  3.   What Acts is about 
   a.   In Acts the triumph was not with the bearers of the Gospel. They were rejected, 

beaten, reviled, imprisoned, and even killed for witnessing Jesus. 
   b.   But the Gospel was unfettered and triumphant. 
*When Jesus is first and we witness Him faithfully, the Gospel always triumphs! 
*The book of Acts ends not with Paul or anyone else, but with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
Back to Jesus first 
III. Challenge 
 A.   The difference maker 
  1.  Paul lived his life with Jesus first 
   a.   Not explanation for Acts 28:30-31 
   b.   Any other ends in giving up and living life disillusioned 
  2.   The other option: simply talk Jesus first 
   a.   Consider or speak Jesus first in order to receive or acquire something 
   b.   This is the express lane to arriving at disillusionment with God. 
*Any time we pursue Jesus for something other than Jesus Himself, we will end up 
disappointed, probably blaming God for failing us. 
 B.   How then do we live? 
  1.   Live Jesus first or talk Jesus first? 
  2.   Notes: 
   a.   I will never perfectly live Jesus first. 
   b.   I can grow in living Jesus first. 
 
As we celebrate lives being transformed this morning, the question that sits before you is, 
“Will you live Jesus first or just talk Jesus first?” The answer will determine the depth and 
quality of your relationship with God. 


