
 

 

Family Ties June 17, 2018 
Series, “So What?” Pastor Kyle Belden 
Matthew 6:33, Luke 14:25-26 
 
 
“Family” is a weird beast. If we are honest, everyone feels like they take missteps. 
 
Nearly two-thirds of Americans say their family makes up “a lot” of their personal identity 
(62%). Even higher in people who call themselves evangelical Christians.  
 
But I think another fantastic thing about family, whatever it looks like, is that it is an amazing 
testing ground for where our priorities are. A stage where we find out if Jesus is really first. 
Example? 
 
Travis last week - fear. Family can be some of the most fear- and anxiety-inducing 
environments in our lives.  
 
Concern this week - going so wide we don’t go deep. Family comes in all shapes and sizes, 
and we recognize that. 
 
Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own household, has 
denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. (1 Timothy 5:8) 
 
Luke 14:25  SET THE STAGE - healed a guy on the sabbath, and then started into hard 
teaching 
 
Now great crowds accompanied Him, and He turned and said to them, “If anyone comes to 
Me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and 
sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. Whoever does not bear his own 
cross and come after Me cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:25-27) 
 
If I love my wife more than I love Jesus, that’s a problem. 
If I love my kids more than I love Jesus, if I love my parents more than I love Jesus, then there 
is a problem, because they are not what saves me. 
 
Christians are no exception; natural family has usurped God and His family as the primary 
identity marker for most church-goers. 
 
Because Jesus lived in a culture where family loyalty reigned supreme, if He intended to 
establish a new faith family—one which would take priority over the natural family—He would 
obviously have to challenge natural family loyalty time and again during His earthly ministry. 
This is precisely what we find in the Gospels. 
 



 

 

Essentially what we are saying when we refuse to engage in Kingdom risks is, “Jesus, the car 
is full. We’ve got our spouse, our siblings, our kids, and there just isn't room for You or where 
You want to head. I’m sorry, but it can’t change.” 
 
1. A family that puts Jesus first … 

A. Reject the idea of balance 
B. Wheelbarrow illustration. So many of us, that’s what we do with family, we try to do 

this circus-level balancing act. 
C. Love the idea - Carl Lentz. Love the Lord your God with all your … and balance it with 

all your stuff you got going on. 
D. Matthew 6:33 But seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 

things will be added to you. 
E. Ask the idea. 
F. Balancing, most of the time, ends in failure. We over-compensate on one side or the 

other and really never accomplish anything. 
 
2. … Is marked by Kingdom risks 

A. A family that puts Jesus first is a risk-taking family 
B. But so often family is the place where we try to minimize risk, even Kingdom risk. 
C. We are obsessed with safety and security and protection, and it seems to really ramp 

up when we have families. 
D. Great commission, but … 
E. Prepare, don’t protect. Jesus, friend of sinners 
F. One thing that immobilizes us many times when it comes to our families–whatever 

they look like–is managing risk. We feel this need to protect what is ours, instead of 
recognizing it is God Who gave it to us anyway. That’s true when it comes to money 
and it’s true when it comes to family. Besides, we actively participate in so much risk 
daily anyway, that its almost laughable when we decide to draw the line somewhere.  

G. I think that’s why we like roller coasters and thrill-seeking sports. We are made to risk. I 
love that God mad us to risk, but we find it in lesser things. 

 
3. Walk the talk 

A. Who did Jesus have the most problem with while He was here? Pharisees, right? Why? 
Because their words never had actions that followed them.  

 
Faith Without Works Is Dead 
What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that 
faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for 
the body, what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But 
someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, 
and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the 
demons believe—and shudder! Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart 



 

 

from works is useless? Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his 
son Isaac on the altar? You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was 
completed by his works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and 
it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. You see that a 
person is justified by works and not by faith alone. And in the same way was not also Rahab 
the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by 
another way? For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is 
dead. (James 2:14-26) 
 

B. What do your kids see when they look at you? 
C. At the end of the day success, money, safety, security, aren’t the goal. It’s Jesus. Does 

your family know that?  
D. Father’s Day. I want to be the type of dad where … 
E. Seen lots of kids who are very skeptical about God, and unfortunately for a lot of them 

it’s because they watch their families say one thing here and live another at home. 
F. Vice versa - kids have been the catalyst for change.  

 
Family is an incredible proving ground where we can see just how high Jesus is on our 
priority list. And at its best, family can be an incredible witness of God’s heart. It can be a city 
on a hill and light in the darkness. Family at its best can breathe life into dead things and 
bring hope to the hopeless. But at its worst it can be a nightmare, marked by hypocrisy, by 
misplaced passions, and it can even drive people from Jesus.  
 
We all believe family is important, and Jesus believes that, too, I think. But for us to really live 
in ultimate fulfillment when it comes to family, we need to reject trying to balance it with God 
and realize its full potential is when it works alongside our pursuit of Jesus. We need to look 
for and be willing to step into the Kingdom-sized risks that God has put in front of us, and we 
need to let our words and our actions line up. 
 
Your family, whatever it looks like, is at its absolute best when Jesus is first in it. Let’s 
surrender every part of who we are to Him and His way. Including these precious 
relationships we call family, and the cool thing to me, is that act, it will make us the type of 
spouses, parents, siblings, children that God actually desires for us to be.  
 
PRAY 
 
 


