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I. Introduction 
 A.  Psalm 95:6-7 
Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! For 
He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand. 
Today, if you hear His voice, … 
  1.  Maker, God, Shepherd 
  2.  People in His community; sheep of His hand 
   a.  We are all together - God is wholly other than any of us. 
   b.  We all fit in God’s hand. 
*I’m a pastor, but I am not in charge of you. I’m one of you. I don’t have authority over 
your decisions or your paths. I do have a position that, through calling, gifting, 
education, and experience, that allows me to cast vision and challenge this local body 
to become like Jesus. But like you, I live in God’s pasture and I fit in His hand.  
 B.  Antipsalm vs Psalm 
  1.  Maybe the most known Psalm 
  2.  Difference between familiarity and inclusion 
  3.  I’m not sure that Psalm 23 is really the way we live our lives. 
*Reading of Antipsalm 
II. Psalm 23 
 A.  What we’re familiar with and what we really expect and believe are two very  
  different things. 
  1.  Which characterizes you?  Psalm 23 or Antipsalm 23? 
  2.  See and walk through chart. 
 
*This morning I want you to see that while we often feel and live like the Antipsalm, 
that doesn’t have to be the case. Through the presence of the Holy Spirit in you, and 
the provision of Jesus Christ for you, and the promises of God to you, Psalm 23 can 
characterize and even define your life and experience. 
 B.  Realities of Psalm 23 
  1.  I will lack nothing (verses 1-3) 
   a.  God is our Shepherd 
    1)  The key to experiencing plenty under a shepherd is humility–the 

shepherd in every way is greater than you 
    2)  The shepherd sets the path among many (rock wall?). 
   b.  As a sheep, there is a relinquishing of control and self-importance so 

that the shepherd can best care for me. 



 

 

   c.   The shepherd acts in accordance with His revealed character (i.e. His 
name’s sake). 

  2.   I will fear no evil (verse 4). 
   a.   God is our Companion 
    1)  Notice the personal pronoun change - He to You. 
    2)  In verses 1-3, “He” feels more like a big picture guy; in 4, “You” feels  
     intimate and personally present. 
   b.  God comes (at least from our perspective) closer when we face difficulty. 
    1)  With me 
    2)  Rod = protection 
    3)  Staff = support 
  3 I will dwell (verses 5-6) 
   a.  God is our keeper (the one who manages and looks after) 
    1)  God constantly cares for me in every crisis and emergency and 

sustains me through the duration. 
    2)  Anointed head = a sign of welcome 
    3)  Overflowing cup = God’s lavish provision; reminder that we lack 

nothing 
   b.   God’s goodness and mercy outlasts. 
    1)  Literally, to length of days 
    2)  While the difficulty may be long, God’s goodness and mercy is 

longer. 
   c.   Dwelling 
“Contemplative prayer keeps us home, rooted and safe, even when we are on the 
road, moving from place to place, and often surrounded by sounds of violence and 
war. Contemplative prayer deepens in us the knowledge that we are already free, 
that we have already found a place to dwell, that we already belong to God, even 
though everything and everyone around us keep suggesting the opposite.”–Henri 
Nouwen 
    1)  God keeps you in the present, but ... 
    2)  When Earth’s paths, valleys, and threats are over, there does the real 

return home. 
*House of the Lord forever! 
 C.   Know or believe? 
  1.   I will lack nothing = humility 
   a.   “I should, I can, I deserve” 
   b.   People of His pasture; sheep of His hand 
   c.   Do I accept what God desires for me? Or do I demand what I want, 

when I want, and how I want? 



 

 

*If my life is dependent on me, then I will lack much. Humility opens the door to the 
plenty God has for me. 
  2.   I will fear no evil = trust 
   a.   In this world I will experience horrible moments and unspeakable evil. 
   b.   Is God really with me? If He is, then do I trust Him? 
   c.   God is ready to defend and support you and me. We need not allow 

fear to take over. 
*If my security is dependent on me, then I will not last. Trusting in God’s presence is 
the key to peace. 
  3.  I will dwell = surrender 
   a.   Most of what we do is to establish our place in this world. And most of 

that ends with nothing changed.   
   b.   You are welcomed and affirmed by God Himself. Let go of  yourself and 

allow God to keep you. 
*If my belonging is dependent on me, then I will always be wandering. Surrender is 
the action of coming home. 
III. Challenge 
 A.   We are together.  
  1.  We have to be reminded that we are together. 
  2.  Connection card instructions 
 B.  Reflect on Psalm 23 and Antipsalm 23. Where do you live? 
*Psalm 23 Reading to close 
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