
 

 

The Treasure Treadmill July 15, 2108 
Series, ”So What?” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Luke 12:32-34 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Last sermon in our “So What” series 
  1.  Travis began with “Fear” in Matthew 6 
  2.  In a way, today we’re coming full circle. 
 B.   Reminders 
  1.   Anxiety/fear by treasuring things that can be lost 
  2.   Seek Jesus first. Fear loses much of its power when our treasures are in 

their proper place. 
 C.  The point of this series 
  1.  The key to persevering through our struggles and finding peace and 

completion is living a life ordered after God’s heart - living “Jesus first” and 
functioning in the power of the Holy Spirit 

   a.   Family, work, influence, technology, and money. 
   b.   We don’t eliminate these things, we just order them according to God’s 

design. 
  2.  All are gifts for us to recognize the giver and treasure Him above all else. 
**So, what does money (and our stuff) look like in the life of a person who lives “Jesus 
first?” 
II. Luke 12:32-34 
 A.  “The essence of worship is the inner treasuring of God as infinitely valuable.”-JP 
  1.  The Bible talks a lot about treasure - hidden, heart, present/future.  
  2.  Treasure - What does that include? 
   a.   Silver, gold, precious stones, wisdom, rain, the Gospel, personal 

property, people, etc. 
   b.  Something that someone places a highly esteemed value on and 

inhabits a very significant place in their heart 
  3.   Jesus says that our hearts are captivated by what we treasure. 
   a.   Our interests are determined by what we value most. 
   b.   What I value determines my loyalty and priorities. 
**We worship when God is valued above all else with our hearts (our affections, 
longings, pursuits, and priorities). We can sing, serve, and study Scripture all without 
worshiping God. 
 B.   The text 
  1.   Don’t be afraid/anxious when it comes to money or things (32) Why? 
   a.   Because of Who we belong to 



 

 

    1)  God is our Shepherd. 
    2)  God is our Father. 
    3)  God is our King. 
   b.  Because God has been pleased to give us the Kingdom 
    1)  Ephesians 1:4-6 
“even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us for adoption to Himself as 
sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His will, to the praise of His 
glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in the Beloved.” 
    2)  Something God has already done 
   c.   We don’t have to, but sometimes we do anyway 
    1)  Concerns about our money and stuff are difficult to battle. 
    2)  When we lack the resources to make ends meet, we experience a 

very real crisis that often has consequences. 
    3)  The greatest reason we attach fear to money and stuff is the illusion 

that Earth is our home. 
**Jesus tells us that we don’t have to fear and that if we order our love (what we 
treasure most) rightly, we will experience struggle differently and trust more. 
  2.   Validate your value of God by a loose grip and a generous heart. (Luke 12:33) 
   a.   Lucan emphasis on the Jesus follower and possessions 
    1)  Context: Not renouncing all possessions and wealth 
    2)  In fact, disciples are expected to have means to a practical continual 

generosity. 
     a) Rich young ruler = all 
     b) Zacchaeus = 50% 
     c) Barnabas = one field 
     d) Lazarus = unknown 
    3)  At times, you or I may be called to sell something to meet a need, 

but that’s not a universal demand. 
   b.  Our loose grip and generous heart reveal that we value God more and 

that He is our treasure. 
    1)  Money and things are a big part of life; therefore, God intends them 

to be a big part of our worship. 
    2)  We have to be careful that material wealth does not transform us 

toward arrogance and self-sufficiency. 
**What/Who is transforming you? God or stuff? 
   c.   When we treasure God in this way, we invest where it really matters - 

beyond the illusion. 



 

 

**When I truly treasure God above all, I am free to express love toward others in a 
deeper and more tactical way. When God is my treasure I love others better! 
  3.  Be intentional with what you give your heart to (Luke 12:34) 
   a.   Truth: You pursue, value, prioritize and sacrifice for that which your heart 

is focused on. 
   b.   Jesus is saying that your heart has lots of room in it but only one thing 

can be first. 
III. Conclusion 
 A.  If Jesus is first (my treasure) 
  1.   Fear about possessions and provision will be overshadowed by what can’t 

be lost. 
  2.  I will hold loosely to the things that are for my enjoyment and benefit. 
  3.  My worship will be validated by my generosity to others. 
 B.   Questions to help see that path 
  1.  “If I didn’t have _____________, it would be hard for me to believe that  
   God is good.”  Then reorder. 
  2.   Have I lived in the illusion that this place is my home? What can I do that 

would invest in my real home? 
  3.   Does what I value and treasure help me to love others or hinder me from 

loving them? 
 
Pray 


