
 

 

The Stewardship of Influence July 1, 2018 
Series, “So What?” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
2 Corinthians 10:13-18 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Parable of Brother Juan 

An old Spanish legend tells of a Spanish monastery known throughout Europe 
as the place where one of the most extraordinary leaders of the time resided. 
His name was Brother Juan. Several monks went on a pilgrimage to visit 
Brother Juan to learn his ways and develop his leadership skills. Just as soon as 
their journey began, they started to bicker about who would do various chores 
throughout their journey. On the third day of their pilgrimage, they met a 
monk who was also headed to the monastery. He joined them, and right away 
began pitching in and handled every duty asked of him. He never shirked at 
the responsibility or complained about the work he was doing. The others 
would fight over chores, and he would gracefully volunteer to do it himself. On 
the final day, the rest of the monks had started following his example, and the 
rest of their journey went smoothly. When they finally reached the monastery, 
they asked to see Brother Juan, the man who greeted them laughed and said, 
“But our brother is among you!” and he pointed to the monk who had joined 
them several days before. 

 B.   Leadership and Influence 
  1.  Two Questions 
   a.   Are you a leader? Maybe yes and maybe no. 
   b.   Are you an influencer? Absolutely yes. 
  2.   While everyone is not a “leader”, everyone has influence.  
   a.   What you do with your influence is what I would call the stewardship of 

influence 
   b.   Influence is how you impact the thinking, behavior, or development of 

another person - everyone does that all the way from children to adults 
from every walk of life.  

   c.   Influence is not the same as authority. 
    1)  Influence can exist without a title. 
    2)  Often, influence is more significant without authority. 
 C.  What does the influence of a person who lives “Jesus first” look and feel like? 
II. Stewardship of influence (2 Corinthians 10:13-18) 
 A.   Text 
  1.  The Apostle Paul had incredible influence.  
  2.  Paul recognized three things about his own influence: 



 

 

   a.   Paul’s influence was on loan from God. (v 13) 
   b.   Paul’s influence was part of God’s much bigger plan. (vs 15-16) 
   c.   Paul’s influence was not to make much of him. (v 17) 
 B.   Influence characterized by a Jesus-first life 
  1.   Recognizes the role it plays in the kingdom of God 
   a. Short sighted; every interaction; who/what am I living for  
   b. **Jesus always looked to the larger plan that God had for humanity. 
  2.   Emphasizes people first, results second (this does not mean that results are 

unimportant) 
   a. Agenda driven; who not what; get behavior but miss the transformation 
   b. **Jesus valued people over outcomes - He influenced toward 

transformation not just transaction. 
  3.   Is marked by integrity and humility 
   a. Spoke truth and built others up even at his expense 
   b. **Jesus’ example was one of downward mobility, humility, and serving 

others 
  4.   Means possessing a visionary, resolute will, but also personal humility 
   a. Our influence designed to support transformation; difference between 

support and force, humility makes the difference 
   b. **Jesus maintained a fierce resolve while building others up at His  
    own expense. 
 C.   Influence surrendered to God 
  1.   Am I where God wants me to be? (vs 13-14) 
  2.   Is God glorified by my influence? (vs 15-17) 
  3.   Can God commend my influence? (v 18) 
III. Challenge 
 A.   1-1-1 (CARD IN THE PEW) 
  1.   Think of one person who you influence 
   a.   Family member 
   b.   Friendship 
   c.   Work/school relationship 
  2.   Ask them, “what is one thing I can do to support you and help you 

succeed?” 
  3.  Begin this process in one day (tomorrow)  
   a.   Right now, get out your phone and set an alarm to go off at 1:11pm 

tomorrow to remind you to follow through  
   b.  CP will post a reminder tomorrow at 1:11pm on FB to help us all 

remember. 
**Think of one person and one thing and start it in one day. 



 

 

Do it today, don’t delay, at 1:11 tomorrow take a bow. 
 B.  God has given you influence. You have a choice this morning about how you 

will steward your influence. 


