
 

 

Don’t Stop August 5, 2018 
Series, “Psalms” Pastor Kyle Beldon 
 
 
Introduction 
Travis- Psalm 95 
Matt- Psalm 23 
 
All psalms have artistic flare, but this one really goes to town. 
 
C.S. Lewis once called Psalm 19, “the greatest poem in the Psalter and one of the greatest 
lyrics in the world.” That’s high praise. 
 
Too artsy to understand at first glance. But an incredible message in it. 
 
Psalm 19  
 
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 
The heavens declare the glory of God, 
     and the sky above proclaims His handiwork. 
Day to day pours out speech, 
     and night to night reveals knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words, 
     whose voice is not heard. 
Their voice goes out through all the Earth, 
     and their words to the end of the world. 
In them He has set a tent for the sun, 
 which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 
     and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
     and its circuit to the end of them, 
     and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
 
The law of the Lord is perfect, 
     reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
     making wise the simple; 
the precepts of the Lord are right, 
     rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
     enlightening the eyes; 
the fear of the Lord is clean, 
     enduring forever; 



 

 

the rules of the Lord are true, 
     and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, 
     even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey 
     and drippings of the honeycomb. 
Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
     in keeping them there is great reward. 
 
Who can discern his errors? 
     Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 
     let them not have dominion over me! 
Then I shall be blameless, 
     and innocent of great transgression. 
 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
     be acceptable in Your sight, 
     O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 
 
Gorgeous piece of literature 
snaps, beret  
 
Obviously means something significant but what? 
 
We will notice it split up in three chunks. 
 
First chunk, vs. 1-6 David begins by describing some of the characteristics of God that we get 
to encounter and experience through the world around us, through creation. 
 
Fascinating–David wrote this psalm while out in the fields.  
1 Samuel–lots of time on his hands, and David takes the time to notice these parts of Gods 
heart on display in the world all around him. 
 
Theologians call what we read here “General Revelation.” Big phrase, don’t worry, it just 
means that there is a lot you can know about God by just looking around. There are many 
general characteristics shown by God. 
 
Paul talks about this in Romans and it still happens to this day: Myanmar story 
 
All creation screams, GOD IS THERE, or at the very least, there is something out there. 
 



 

 

David talks about how awesome it is. But then he takes this weird shift and moves to this 
second chunk in the passage where it seems like he grabbed a thesaurus and found every 
synonym for the word “law” and listed them. At first it seems like a weird move, but soon we 
begin to see that David, although so excited for what we have learned about God so far 
through creation, isn't satisfied there, but finds so much more about Who God is in His 
written Word. Theologians call this “Specific Revelation.” Simply put, we can know so much 
about Who God is by what He has said.  
 
David–law was the Torah 
We get the benefit of seeing it through the lens of Jesus–knowing He fulfills the law, and so 
that to us, the law is the entirety of Scripture. 
 
David goes through and just hammers home this point that what God has shown of Himself 
through Scripture is so good for us, so exciting, and he loves it.  
Psalm 19:7-11 
The law of the Lord is perfect, 
    reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
    making wise the simple; 
the precepts of the Lord are right, 
    rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
    enlightening the eyes; 
the fear of the Lord is clean, 
    enduring forever; 
the rules of the Lord are true, 
    and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, 
    even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey 
    and drippings of the honeycomb.  
Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
    in keeping them there is great reward. 
 
And where does all of this lead? As David starts with some general truth about God, then 
progresses to greater and deeper parts of Gods heart, where does it take him? It brings him 
to a place of change from the inside out.  
 
Psalm 19:12-13 
Who can discern his errors? 
     Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 
     let them not have dominion over me! 



 

 

Then I shall be blameless, 
     and innocent of great transgression. 
 
Psalm 19: 14, is in full sincerity, I think. 
 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
     be acceptable in your sight, 
     O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 
 
Now, there are all kinds of things we could camp out on and major on in this passage 
Creation and its proof of God 
Importance of Scripture 
 
All good and well. 
 
But what sticks out to me more than that is David’s response in writing this. I see a man who, 
because of his great love for God, is unwilling to settle for what he already knows about Him. 
I see a man who is committed and passionately pursuing more and more of Who God is. I see 
a man who is unwilling to quit, to call it good, to say I have come far enough. 
 
I think if we want to be able to pray that prayer with honesty, we have to make the choice, 
here and now, wherever we are, however long we have been following Jesus that we will not 
stop short. 
 
See there is this tragedy in the Christian faith, where so many of us, even if we are unwilling to 
say it, treat our relationship with Jesus like there is some stopping point and our job is to just 
get there.  
 
We want to follow Jesus, and we are game for it, but just tell me how far I have to go.  
 
Talk with students all the time about that–just tell me what I have to do. 
 
There is no “arriving” when it comes to following Jesus. There is no place where we have 
“Come far enough, let’s set up camp and call it a day.” 
 
But so many of us act like there is.  
 
Got a good amount of Jesus, got a good amount of Kyle, I've enjoyed the blessing, and 
honestly the road ahead looks kind of rough, so this is as far as I'm willing to go. Any further 
means that it messes with my preconceived ideas about people, about where I live, about 
how I am living, about what still exists in me.  
 



 

 

We must reject this line of thinking, it stalls out the effectiveness of the church and our own 
growth. 
 
I think what David is talking about here is summed up perfectly by another David I know, 
ironically. 
 
Guatemala–Why are concrete buildings left unfinished at the top? Answer is always, the 
reason we don’t finish is because there is always more. 
 
What if we lived like that?  
 
When I think of this the best example to me is the ocean. 
 
It’s vast, it’s beautiful, it’s untamed and it’s this unknown frontier to this day. It’s strong and 
fierce and kind of scary, but we are drawn to it. 
 
I like going to the beach, but without the ocean the beach is just a desert. 
Our deal–get in the water 
Going to the beach and just staying in the sand doesn't make sense to me. 
Story of Jordan: Ready as he will ever be, everything he needed, right on the edge of the 
literal shore, and never stepped in. 
 
How often do we do the same thing, in particular with our worship.  
 
Maybe you are settling. 
 
Maybe for you, you have settled on this Christian life being all about you and the next step for 
you is to get involved in something that reaches out. 
 
Maybe for you, you have settled in your fight against sin. 
 
Maybe for you, you have settled in your control over your plans. Need for new surrender 
 
Maybe for you, you have settled for this weird mashup of Jesus and the American dream and 
there is a need to really go back and look at how Jesus lived. 
 
Maybe for you, you have settled on trying to do this whole following Jesus thing on your own. 
You go to church, because that’s what Christians do, but you do it in isolation. Maybe your 
next step is to start pursuing Jesus with others. And we actually have that opportunity here 
today. 
THE CARDS THEMSELVES WILL BE  IN THE INFO RACKS 
> THE PEOPLE WILL BE IN THE PARK CAFE AREA 
 



 

 

Listen I don’t know what it is, but if we believe what David says here, that there is always 
more, then I am positive that when we look at our life we can see where we have settled. 
 
This isn’t a burden, this is freedom, this is joy, this is awesome, and the more we do it, the 
more we discover that is the truth, the more we can honestly say, “Lord, may these words I 
say, the things I do, and everything that passes through my heart be acceptable to you. 
Because You are Who began this, You are Who will finish it, and I will not quit. I will not settle. 
Because I believe that there is more.” 
 
PRAY 


