
 

 

Division August 19, 2018 
Series, “Gospel Community: Together in Unity” 
1 Corinthians 1:1-17 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Four mini-books 
  1.   Living Together in Unity (division) 
  2.   Living Together in Purity (sexual immorality) 
  3.   Living Together in Liberty (freedom damaging others) 
  4.   Living Together in Worship (worshiping God together) 
 B.   Living together in unity 
  1.   Fallen world is built on division  
   a.   BBC survey = 76% of people globally believe that their countries are more 

divided today than 10 years ago. 
   b.   Division is a “symptom of the times.” 
   c.   Really, just look anywhere–we seem to be defined by division. 
  2.  But what about the church? 
   a.   Division has always been a problem among God’s people. 
   b.   Almost every New Testament epistle deals with this topic in one way        

or another. 
  3.  Division 
   a.   Division is more than simple preference or individual opinion; it becomes 

very personal and is rooted in pride. 
   b.   We tend to boost our ego by using those we associate with or the 

differences we see as significant. 
**Jesus Christ calls us to be united and focused on Him. This does not take away our 
individuality, but it does wreak havoc on our pride. And pride doesn’t die easy. 
III. 1 Corinthians 1:1-17 
 A.   Remember who you are. (verses 1-9) 
  1.   Paul to the church at Corinth  
   a.   Their location  
    1)  Geographic = at Corinth 
    2)  Spiritual = in Christ (this designation trumps all others) 
   b.   Salvation (grace of God through Christ) 
    1)  No boasting 
    2)  Something given not earned 
   c.   Lacking nothing/gifts 
   d.   Sustained until the end (Promise of resurrection) 



 

 

**If this is descriptive of our community, then how is it that we would reflect the thinking 
and behavior of the world? 
  2.   God called you into the fellowship of Jesus Christ (verse 9). 
   a.   Do you have a relationship with Jesus? Has 1 Corinthians 1:9 come true in 

your life? 
   b.   Meaning, do you enjoy and benefit and grow from your fellowship with the 

living Christ? Are your life and the life of Jesus so bound up together that 
you receive from Him forgiveness and strength and hope and guidance and 
joy while He draws from you faith and love and obedience? 

**We are those who have fellowship with Christ and are being renewed and 
transformed through that connection. This is who we are! 
 B.  The Problem: Division (verses 10-12) 
  1.   “Disciples” of a secular teacher had to give exclusive loyalty to him. 
   a.   Hours arguing about the merits of one teacher over another 
   b.   Culture of jealousy among teachers 
   c.   Many believers in Corinth (and beyond) adopted this way of thinking and 

behaving. 
  2.   Lines were being drawn based on public and prestigious personalities in the 

church causing them to lose sight of Jesus Christ as their connection to the 
Gospel and Gospel community. This resulted in pride and arrogance within the 
different “tribes” of early Christianity. 

   a.   Bragging about the strengths of their favorites 
   b.   Saw themselves as superior over others because of their preference that 

led to division 
  3.   A pair of pride 
   a.  Danger of pride in association with important/impressive leaders 
   b.  Self-promoting arrogance about any influence coming from a leader 
**Living in pride feeds disunity. That pride expresses itself in two ways: feeling superior 
because of who you associate with OR rejecting leadership God may want to use in your 
life for His glory! 
 C.   Paul’s redirecting questions (verses 13-17) 
  1.   “Is Christ divided?” 
   a.   We are actually all part of the body of Christ - if we puff ourselves up over 

other members it contradicts everything Jesus taught. 
   b.   Christ is not divided because when a believer has Jesus, he/she has all of 

Him! No one is superior or inferior. 
  2.   “Was Paul crucified for you?” (Insert any name in place of Paul.) 
   a.   Paul zeros in on those who are boasting about him first and destroys 

himself as a ground for boasting. 



 

 

   b.   Reminders 
    1)  When it comes to boasting, boast about Jesus, never another human being. 
     a) Compared to what Jesus did for us, no one holds a candle to that. 
     b) Elevating a human teacher to the degree of division shows that we 

have missed the weight of the crucified Savior. 
    2)  Our sin is so utterly destructive, that we need the execution of the Son 

of God to deal with it. All of us without exception! 
     a) The cross breaks the back of boasting, it undermines disunity, and it 

lays a new foundation for unity. 
  3.  “Were you baptized in the name of Paul?” 
   a.   Baptized in the name of Jesus Christ  
   b.   Significant step:  When a person trusted Christ and was baptized, he cut 

himself off from his old life and was often rejected by family and friends. 
III. Challenge 
 A.  Questions/Discussion 
  1.   Am I more focused on the messenger or the message? (One way to see, 

“What if the messenger fails or disappoints, do I question the message?) 
  2.   Do I look down on and separate from other believers because of who God 

uses in their life? 
  3.   What does it look like in my life to focus on Jesus and joyfully receive what He 

wants to teach me through His servants? 
 B.  Ever only all for thee. Pray 
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GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER 
 

1 
How do you typically greet people when you see them in person? What is the strangest greeting 
you’ve ever received? How did you respond? 

 
2 How have you experienced God’s grace this week? 

 
As the book of 1 Corinthians opens, Paul extends God’s grace as he offers sincere greetings to the 
believers in Corinth, whom he loved dearly. But he quickly moved on from his greeting. His heart was 
so heavily burdened by reports of troubles in the church, that he begged them to change their ways. 
 
QUICK REVIEW 

 
Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time or 
that caught your attention, challenged, or confused you? 
 
DIG DEEPER 
 

1 
After his brief greeting, Paul immediately turned his attention to one of the dominant problems in 
the Corinthian church. Instead of serving one another in harmony, Paul’s readers had divided into 
factions, each of which thought itself superior in wisdom to the other segments of the church. 

 
1 Corinthians 1:10-17 (ESV) 
10 I appeal to you, brothers,[a] by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that 
there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same 
judgment. 11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among 
you, my brothers. 12 What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” 
or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were 
you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus 
and Gaius, 15 so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name.16 (I did baptize also the 
household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ 
did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, 
lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 

 
Why does God hate divisions in the church so much? In today’s world, what causes divisions in 
the church most often? 
 
What place does pride play in divisions we experience in the church? What makes unity so 
important as we seek to live in Gospel community? 
 
If we are “perfectly united in mind and thought,” what will be our focus? How do we get back to 
this point? 
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God hates divisions. They hurt our witness and turn our focus from God’s cause to our own 
personal, self-seeking cause. When we are unified, our focus is turned back to the main thing—God 
alone, His cause alone. God is not divided, and neither should we be divided. Divisions have no 
place in the family of God because they work against God’s cause, even when masked by  
good intentions. 
 

LIVE IT OUT 
 

1 
Looking back at verses 4-9, how does the truth of God’s grace and work in your life affect you on 
a daily basis? Does it truly motivate you to share the Gospel with others? If not, why do you think 
that is? 

 
1 Corinthians 1:4-9 (ESV) 
4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ 
Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in Him in all speech and all knowledge— 6 even as the 
testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, as 
you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 Who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in 
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by Whom you were called into the fellowship of 
His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 

2 Take a moment to be honest with yourself. Are you more focused on the messenger or the 
message? What if the messenger fails or disappoints, do you question the message? 

 
 

3 

Pastor Matt spoke about how in the Corinthian church, lines were being drawn based on public 
and prestigious personalities in the church. This caused those in the church to lose sight of Jesus 
Christ as their connection to the Gospel and Gospel community. This resulted in pride and 
arrogance within the different “tribes” of early Christianity. Fast forward to your life, today. Do 
you ever look down on and separate from other believers because of who God uses in their life? 

 
 

4 What does it look like in my life to focus on Jesus and joyfully receive what He wants to teach me 
through His servants?  

 
 

5 
How can we help one another keep Christ central in our personal lives this week? What are some 
practical ways we can each focus our thoughts and attitudes more on Jesus and less on those 
Jesus uses in our lives? 

 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Close by asking God to continue to give us grace to love and honor Him through a unified church 
body. Pray that CrossPoint would be marked by a focus on Jesus alone, unified and growing together 
in Gospel community so we can share Jesus with the world. 
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PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS: 
 

è     

è    

è   

è   

è  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for  
Gospel community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your 
unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might 
resonate more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion or 
to hit on all the questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. 
Pick the content from the guide you feel will help your group grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom 
and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the notes weekly. 
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