
 

 

The Cross August 26, 2018 
Series, “Gospel Community: Living in Unity” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 
I. Introduction  
 A.   The problem: Division over who was the best leader/teacher 
 B.   The cross and the crucifixion 
  1.   Horrible, shameful death 
  2.   Never mentioned in “polite” society 
  3.   Illegal to crucify Roman citizens 
**Anyone crucified would, in essence, be erased from the memory of the community.  
But Paul asks the Corinthians, “Who was crucified for you?” 
II. Word of the Cross  
 A.   Two Options – verses 18/19-25 
  1.   Foolishness - dumbest move ever  
   a.   What a shame ... 
   b.   Jesus’ demise is associated with the worst of society. 
   c.   It is foolishness to commit yourself to a person/cause who’s been shamed 

and destined to be forgotten. 
   d.   Stumbling block to the Jews; folly to the Gentiles 
  2.   Wisdom - most brilliant move ever 
   a.   God’s wisdom is so far beyond man’s wisdom that it doesn't even make 

sense to use the same terminology. 
   b.   Christ crucified is the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
    1)  For those surrendered to Christ, they realize that Christ is God’s power 

and wisdom. 
    2)  It is in the death of Christ that God has revealed the foolishness of 

man’s wisdom and the weakness of man’s power. 
 B.   What we were – verses 26-29 
  1.   God’s choices don’t make worldly sense. 
   a.   The world admires birth, social status, financial success, power, and 

recognition. The problem is that none of those things guarantee eternal life 
- in fact, often in our pride, these things tend to insulate us from eternal life. 

   b.   God chooses the foolish, weak, low and despised, things that are not 
**The world does not understand how or why God would do this. Great sinners whose 
lives are transformed by the power of the Gospel have no parallel in the world. 
  2.   Why does God do this? 
   a.   So that no one may be the subject of boasting 



 

 

   b.   When we glory in others, no matter how godly, we rob God of the glory 
that only He deserves. 

 C.   The only rightful boasting – verses 30-31 
  1.   Jesus is wisdom. Jesus is the embodiment of God’s wisdom because in spite of 

what would have been easy or comfortable or even appropriate, God chose 
the one and only path that would save mankind even though it cost Him what 
He did not owe. 

**Jesus is not just the source of wisdom for living our lives, His death is the ultimate 
expression of God’s wisdom. 
  2.  Once we see and receive the wisdom of God expressed in Christ crucified ... 
   a.   Righteousness: our standing before God changes, we are justified. Christ’s 

righteousness becomes our righteousness! 
   b.   Sanctification: Jesus becomes the power of our transformation. We are set 

apart, belonging to God, invited to join with Him in His mission. 
   c.   Redemption: We will one day obtain through Christ the redemption of our 

bodies - the resurrection that Jesus’ Resurrection guaranteed. 
**It all comes back to the thread of resurrection! 
  3.   Practical application 
   a.   Past: We have been saved from the penalty of sin (righteousness). 
   b.   Present: We are being saved from the power of sin (sanctification). 
   c.   Future: We will be saved from the presence of sin (redemption). 
**Therefore ... 
We boast in Christ alone. When we set our focus on God’s messengers, we become a 
defiled church which then leads to a divided church and finally arrives at a disgraced 
church. “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
III. Community Challenge 
 A.   Questions 
  1.   Have you ever thought about and understood the unique work that Jesus did 

on the cross? Have you ever connected that cross to the ultimate expression of 
wisdom? 

  2.  How are righteousness, sanctification, and redemption playing out in your life?  
Do you see how what Jesus did impacts your past, present, and future 
struggle with sin? 

  3.   Do you need to reset your focus back to Jesus? 
 B.  Pray 
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GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER 
 

1 
We have all done some foolish things in our lives. Knowing we’re all in the same boat, what is one 
of the most foolish things you have done or decisions you have made? It can be funny or serious – 
that is up to you.  

 

2 What is something you have done in your life that others would call foolish, but you knew was the 
right thing to do? 

 
This week, Pastor Matt shared from 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 and talked about how the wisdom of God 
looks like foolishness to the world. Namely, how God chose to bring salvation to the world through 
Jesus’s sacrifice on the cross for our sins. To many, this sounds dumb, or foolish. God’s choice here just 
doesn’t make sense to many. As Matt shared on Sunday, the world admires birth, social status, financial 
success, power, and recognition. Those things tend to cause us to live in pride by boasting in 
ourselves, not in God—both in who He is and what He has done for us. Looking at ourselves, do we live 
in pride of who we are or our own accomplishments, or do we live in humility because of how wise and 
gracious God is? Let’s dig in and think this through together! 
 
QUICK REVIEW 

 
Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time or 
that caught your attention, challenged, or confused you? 
 
DIG DEEPER 
 

1 Someone read 1 Corinthians 1:18-25.  
 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 (ESV) 
18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God. 19 For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will 
thwart.” 20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who 
believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 
of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God 
is stronger than men. 

 
How would you describe the wisdom of the world? What does that type of wisdom look 
like today? 
 
What could make wisdom look foolish? Why does the cross look foolish to the wise? 
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Paul explained that as hard as the world tried to raise themselves to heights of wisdom, the 
greatest religious leaders and philosophers of the world did not know God. In opposition to the 
efforts of sinful humanity, God was pleased to choose another way of salvation for those who 
believe. In the world’s terms, the way of salvation through the Gospel is viewed as the foolishness 
of what was preached. Here, Paul says that God chose the way of salvation to happen in a way that 
the wise of this world would consider foolish—the crucified Savior.  

 
3 Someone read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31.  

 
1 Corinthians 1:26-31 (ESV) 
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many 
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in 
the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might 
boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of Him, you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom 
from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who 
boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 
How might being called “chosen” both humble and encourage the Corinthian believers?  
 
How does it humble and encourage you in the midst of a world that finds the             
Gospel foolish? 

 
Why are God and the cross the only things we should boast in? What keeps us from 
boasting only in God? 
 
What does 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 tell us about God’s character, personality, and values? 

 
Paul did not use these unflattering descriptions of the Corinthians to belittle them, but to remind 
them that they had no basis for boasting. When the Corinthians first experienced the Gospel in 
their lives, they did not feel superior to one another and they were not divided. From God’s 
perspective, nothing had changed between that time and the time Paul wrote—they still had no 
reason to boast, to divide, or to quarrel. Paul reminded them of this so they would abandon those 
things that caused them to treat one another so divisively. 
 

LIVE IT OUT 
 

1 

Pastor Matt said that “We boast in Christ alone. When we set our focus on God’s messengers, we 
become a defiled church which then leads to a divided church and finally arrives at a disgraced 
church.  “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” How can you be purposeful about boasting 
in Christ alone this week? 

 

2 As you reflect on your past, what reasons do you have for being humble, rather than prideful? 
How can genuine humility promote unity in our church family? 

 

3 Have you ever thought about and understood the unique work that Jesus did on the cross? Have 
you ever connected the cross to the ultimate expression of wisdom?  
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4 
How are righteousness, sanctification, and redemption playing out in your life?  Do you see how 
what Jesus did impacts your past, present, and future struggle with sin? What does that mean      
for you? 

 
5 Do you need to reset your focus back to Jesus? What would it look like for you to do that? 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

As you close in prayer, ask that the reality of God’s gift of salvation will lead to gratitude and trust. Take 
some time to “boast” in the Lord for all He has done for you—primarily, meeting your need and taking 
upon Himself the penalty and punishment for your sins. Pray that God will give us such understanding 
and humble appreciation for His Gospel that we will be compelled to share it with others. 
 
PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS: 
 

è     

è    

è   

è   

è  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for              
Gospel community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your 
unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might 
resonate more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion or 
to hit on all the questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. 
Pick the content from the guide you feel will help your grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom 
and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. 
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