
 

 

Together in Unity: Foundation September 9, 2018 
Series, “Gospel Community” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
1 Corinthians 3 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.  How do I navigate? Conventional or spiritual? 
 B.  When I navigate life with Spirit wisdom, the result will be a maturing in Christ. 

When I navigate life with conventional wisdom, the result will be a stagnation in 
my development, I will remain immature. 

II. Foundation 
 A.   Stagnation problems (verses 1-4) 
  1.   Chapter 2 talked about two types of people. 
   a.   Natural (unsaved): no spiritual life and see the Gospel as 

foolishness/stumbling block 
   b.   Spiritual (saved): deeply surrendered to Jesus and humbly receives  

biblical truth 
  2.   A third type of person: not natural but also not spiritual (as defined in Ch 2). 

Infants in Christ, people of the flesh. 
   a.   Infants in Christ–faces of a baby 
    1)  God is totally for you and loves you with all the love He has. 
    2)  Doesn’t mean that you are perfected or matured, and in this case, 

you’re not really even partnering in your own growth. 
   b.   People of the flesh 
    1)  Contradiction? In Christ and fleshly? 
    2)  1 Corinthians 1:30 - Righteousness, sanctification, redemption (the  
     working out of our salvation; in Christ) 
“And because of Him you are in Christ Jesus, Who became to us wisdom from God, 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption,” 
     a) Righteousness is given before sanctification (prior to                

visible change). 
     b) We are accepted by God on account of Christ’s righteousness 

before we actually become like Jesus (saved from the penalty        
of sin)! 

     c) We then enter into a process of becoming like Jesus  
(sanctification: being saved from the power of sin) that will take  
the rest of our lives. 

**When Paul addresses them as infants in Christ and people of the flesh, he is 
recognizing that these believers are stalling in their participation of sanctification.  



 

 

When we choose sin (whether intentionally or unintentionally) we say “not right now” 
to God’s process of transformation in our lives. 
  3.  How does he know? 
   a.   Milk  
    1)  The Gospel teaching that causes a person to be confronted with their 

pride and lead them toward humility. 
    2)  Humility ignites my recognition of and surrender to the message of 

Christ crucified for me. 
   b.   Solid food 
    1)  Not information that takes more intellect or knowledge or time-in. Just 

more humility and less jealousy and strife (pride). 
    2)  The problem with the believers at Corinth was that they were 

operating out of their old nature (pride based) which stalls the process 
of sanctification. It’s a spiritual arrested development. 

Pride check: a great measure of your maturity is how you interact with others’ 
immaturity.  
 B.   One foundation (verses 5-17) 
  1.  Getting growth straight 
   a.   God grows people. 
   b.   God uses workers to His ends. 
   c.   God’s field/building is His church/family (those who have been redeemed). 
  2.   How the workers work 
   a.   Not a building but a living, breathing organism–the people of God 
   b.   Be careful how the church is built (verse 10) 
    1)  Warning to teachers/leaders claiming Jesus 
    2)  Christ is the only foundation (verse 11) 
     a) foundation dictates materials 
     b) everything built must resemble, reflect, and represent                

Jesus accurately! 
**Christ as the one and only focus - not just the bottom but pervasive throughout! 
   c.   Quality control (verses 12-13) 
    1)  Doctrines/attitudes that fit the foundation of Jesus Christ 
    2)  Doctrines/attitudes that do not fit the foundation of Jesus Christ will 

cause injury to the church. 
 
**(verses 14-15) It is possible to be a Christian teacher/leader in the church and be 
harmful to the church, the Body of Christ. Because we are human, we have 
doctrinal/attitudinal blind spots. This is why the elevation of teachers/leaders is so 



 

 

dangerous! Charles Spurgeon captured this idea so well as he spoke to a group of 
pastors,  
“The Apostle was anxious to be rightly accounted of, and well he might be; for 
ministers are not often estimated rightly; as a rule, they are either gloried in, or else 
despised. ... It would be for the advantage of the Church, for our own benefit, and for 
the glory of God, if we were put in our right places, and kept there, being neither over-
rated, nor unduly censured, but viewed in our relation to our Lord, rather than in our 
own personalities.” 
   d.   Types of builders: 
    1)  The wise builder who builds with gold, silver, jewels only and always 

on the foundation of Jesus Christ. Paul “came to you only knowing 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (verse 14) 

    2)  The immature builder who hurries to build a crowd or become famous 
while doing good; ministry with no depth and a person with no depth 
(verse 15) 

**Be careful that you don’t fall into sin this very minute, I know that some of you right 
now are making a mental list of visible teachers/leaders that you put into this category. 
My question before you go any further, “Is that kind of thinking a product of maturation 
in Christ or infant, fleshly thinking?”   
    3)  The destroyer who is re-setting the foundation of something other 

than Christ whether they mean to or not. They will answer to a very 
jealous Father (verse 17) 

    4) There are two ways to remove a foundation:  
     a) Attack it and break it up or  
     b)  Slowly and subtly reshape the edifice so that the contours don’t 

rest on the foundation anymore. 
**This is why spiritual leadership is to be taken so seriously. There are eternal 
consequences to what we teach and how we lead. 
 C.  The pathway forward (verses 18-23) 
  1.   Effects of stalled transformation 
   a.   Stunted personal growth 
   b.   Fractured community 
   c.   Stealing from God 
  2.   How to restart. All things are ours in Christ! 
   a.   Boastful people are typically insecure–do not deceive yourselves! 
   b.   How can anyone be insecure when they realize and believe that all things 

are theirs in Christ?? 
    1)  Two paths of rejection: No need for Christ or my need is so big that 

Christ can’t possible meet it. 



 

 

    2)  One says I don’t need a crucified Christ and the other that the crucified 
Christ isn’t enough. Either way, it is a rejection of Christ as the 
mechanism of transformation! 

III. Challenge 
 A.  Dismantling my own pride and boasting 
  1.   I need help. The only way that I step in line with Jesus is by humbly admitting 

that I need help within the Gospel community.   
  2.   Accepting help. The only way that I will mature and become addressed         

as a “spiritual person” is when I accept the help Jesus offers within the 
Gospel community. 

 B.  Caution: this is not idolizing Gospel community. The great evidence of our 
humility and surrender to Jesus is how we live authentically in the Gospel 
community He has given us. If the Gospel community I’m in doesn’t look like 
Jesus then I have to question whether or not it’s actual Gospel community. 
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GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER 
 

1 
Growing up, what is something you attempted to build, but then fell apart? What is  
something you built that you were proud of? What was the difference in one falling apart and  
the other staying together? 

 
2 When you die, what contribution in life would you most like to be remembered for? 

 
Paul helped to start and lay the foundation for many new churches, including the church in Corinth. He 
was happy to describe his work in that way. But the foundation he put down was Jesus Himself, the 
Messiah, the Lord. That is the only foundation there ever can be. 
 
QUICK REVIEW 

 
Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time or 
that caught your attention, challenged, or confused you? 
 
DIG DEEPER 
 

1 Someone read 1 Corinthians 3:1-9.  
 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9 (ESV) 
1 But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2 I 
fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3 for 
you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and 
behaving only in a human way? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you 
not being merely human? 5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as 
the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who 
plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 He who plants and he who 
waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9 For we are God's fellow workers. 
You are God's field, God's building. 
 
At Corinth, Paul was writing to immature believers. What was keeping them from 
growing? What would you say are some of the things that have most helped you grow in 
your own spiritual maturity? What things have kept you from growing?  
 
Does spiritual maturity mean you won’t have differences with other Christians? What does 
it mean? Why does greater maturity naturally lead to greater unity?  

 

2 
Too often Christians try to live the Christian life in their own power rather than relying on  
God’s power. What do the following verses teach us about relying on God’s strength  
rather than our own? 
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2 Corinthians 12:7-10  
7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the 
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me 
from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave 
me. 9 But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6  
5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your 
ways acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your paths. 

 
Why do you think God is so concerned about people relying on His power  
and not their own? 

 
3 Someone read 1 Corinthians 3:10-23.  

 
1 Corinthians 3:10-23 (ESV) 
10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, 
and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay 
a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation 
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one's work will become manifest, for the Day 
will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has 
done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's 
work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. 16 Do you 
not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys God's 
temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple. 18 Let no one deceive 
himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become 
wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their 
craftiness,” 20 and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” 21 So let no one 
boast in men. For all things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or 
the present or the future—all are yours, 23 and you are Christ's, and Christ is God's. 

 
What does it mean to be careful of how one builds (v.10-11)? Why is the elevation of 
church leaders so dangerous? 
 
What does a healthy spiritual leader look like, according to vs.10-15? Why is spiritual 
leadership to be taken so seriously in the church?  
 
Read 1 Corinthians 1:31. How does this verse contrast with 3:23? Why do you think the 
Corinthian church was so quick to boast in men? 
 

Paul had warned the Corinthian church to boast only in the Lord (1:31). Here he focused on 
the negative side of the issue. The Corinthians needed to forsake the wisdom of this age that 
led them into exaltation of themselves and other human leaders. They needed to see their 
boasting for what it was—not boasting in higher theology or wisdom, not boasting in greater 
righteousness, but boasting in mere men. 
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LIVE IT OUT 
 

1 What is our role in being sanctified? What do we need to own to be transformed by Jesus? 
 

2 What tools do you have at your disposal to intentionally pursue maturity in Christ? Which of 
those tools are you actively using? Which ones do you need to use more of?  

 

3 

This home group exists to put Jesus first in all things and commit to taking steps towards our 
own and each other’s transformation in Christ. The result of that should lead us closer to living 
in Gospel community together. What should be some evidences of Gospel community being 
lived out in this group?   

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Thank God for the Holy Spirit coming and giving birth to the church. Thank God for allowing us to be a 
part of His Kingdom’s work through our church family of CrossPoint. Pray that we would continually be 
aware of the Spirit’s work at CrossPoint and beyond, and that we would be focused on Christ alone. 
 
PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS: 
 

è     

è    

è   

è   

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for  
Gospel community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help  
your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might 
resonate more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion  
or to hit on all the questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of 
completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help your grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for  
wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. 
Not in a Home Group, but want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Group Finder! 
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