
 

 

 
Together in Unity: Humility September 16, 2018 
Series, “Gospel Community” Pastor Travis Edgerton 
1 Corinthians 4:1-21 
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 A. Please turn to 1 Corinthians 4:1, p. 1212 in the Bible in front of you. 
 B. Balloonfest 1986, Cleveland Ohio, world record balloon release, 1.4 million 
 C. In our passage today, Paul writes with the whole intent that the people in Jesus’ 

church wouldn’t be “puffed up” (inflated with arrogance). 
  1. Don’t want to stretch the meaning of this tragedy, but I do think it’s a good 

picture of what happens when we let pride take over. 
 2. We may get noticed, we may have our shining “moment in the sun,” but all the 

while we’re just causing a giant, pointless commotion that distracts from the 
people that are spiritually drowning all around us. 

D. Now, up to this point, in Chapters 1-3, Paul has been taking the Church at Corinth 
to task over choosing favorites and pitting one leader against another.  
1. Not only were they picking teams but bragging about which team they were on. 
2. Paul’s answer to this is that servants are nothing compared to their master. 
3. And now he’s going to bring this whole argument home and strike at the heart 

of what’s causing it. 
4. Paul answers four questions that the Corinthians were NOT asking but should 

have been: 
II. The First Question: Who Evaluates Me? 
This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of 
God. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. But with me it is a 
very small thing that I should be judged [“evaluated”- Paul isn’t using this word in the 
sense of being judged for salvation] by you or by any human court. [Now, most of us are 
probably tracking with Paul up to this point. “That’s right Paul, you tell ’em. No one has 
the right to judge me! My own conscience is my judge.” But read on ...] In fact, I do not 
even judge [evaluate] myself. For I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not 
thereby acquitted. It is the Lord Who judges [evaluates] me. (1 Corinthians 4:1-4) 

A. Paul’s answer to the Corinthians’ critique of him was not to defend himself. He 
didn’t power up and defend his “superiority.” Rather, with an expert Judo move, 
Paul says, “I don’t give much thought to what you think of me. And as a matter of 
fact, I don’t put much weight on what I think of myself. Because you are not my 
master and I am not my master. Jesus is.” 

B. Who evaluates me? JESUS 



 

 

1. I don’t at all think that Paul is criticizing the practice of self-discernment and 
self-evaluation. I think we see this evident in his life through his writings. 

2. But I do think that he’s placing a very low ceiling on the value of his own 
opinions of himself. He basically says, “I have a clear conscience but I’m not 
sure how much it matters because I don’t have the credentials to be the judge!”   

3. We are all pretty obsessed with what others think about us and what we think 
about ourselves. 

4. But there is an inherent pride in living for the thumbs up from others or 
ourselves. By being satisfied with any human commendation, whether from 
others or myself I’m assuming that this judgment is authoritative. 
a. There is a place and a time to evaluate myself and even to evaluate the 

actions of others (as we’ll see in the next chapter). 
b. But, in my life, whose opinion and evaluation has the final say? Who am I 

looking to please? 
III. Second Question: What does Jesus evaluate? 
Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, Who will 
bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the 
heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God. (1 Corinthians 4:5) 
 A. Jesus evaluates MY HEART. 

B. One of the main reasons why human beings can’t appropriately stand as judge is 
because they have no way to get all the facts. People can see our actions but they 
can’t see the heart that produced the actions. 

C. If Jesus were to appear in person and evaluate my life with me, I don’t think His 
only question would be “What have you done?” I think His main question would 
be “Why did you do it?”  

IV. Third Question: What is Jesus looking for? 
I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, brothers, that you 
may learn by us not to go beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up in 
favor of one against another. (1 Corinthians 4:6) 

A. Everything in Chapter 3 and 4 up to this point is leading to this statement: “… that 
none of you may be puffed up …” 

B. The core issue in the Corinthian church was their pride. Their arrogance in 
evaluating their leaders and each other so that they could feel superior, but feeling 
superior has no place in the church of Jesus. 

C. What is Jesus looking for? HUMILITY 
1. Paul goes on to build the case for humility: 

For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If 
then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it? Already you have all 
you want! Already you have become rich! Without us you have become kings! And 



 

 

would that you did reign, so that we might share the rule with you! For I think that God 
has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death, because we have 
become a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, 
but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but 
we in disrepute. To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed and 
buffeted and homeless, and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we 
bless; when persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we entreat. We have become, and 
are still, like the scum of the world, the refuse of all things. (1 Corinthians 4:7-13) 

2. You guys are bragging about your superiority, like kings who are worthy of 
honor, but you actually haven’t done anything. All that you’re bragging about 
was accomplished by OTHERS. And you are using the Gospel and the men 
who suffered to bring it to you as an occasion to build your own egos. 

 3. And Paul asks this brilliant question that I think we should all take a few 
moments this week to search our souls with: “What do you have that you did 
not receive?” 

4. STORY: A mentor of mine asked, “Can you get up and walk out that door? … 
Only if your heart keeps beating.” 
a. The air you breathe, the intellect you have, the skills you use, the body you 

live in, down to every last beat of your heart, all are gifts from God. 
b. A humble person will work hard to be and do what they are called to but 

they will always recognize that God is the “man behind the curtain” making 
it all work. 

V. Fourth Question: When God finds pride in my heart, HOW does He correct me? 
I do not write these things to make you ashamed, but to admonish [a firm warning] you 
as my beloved children. (1 Corinthians 4:14) 

A. How will God correct you? As a loving Father. 
1. Story: I’ve told you about this before. three tests, one fail … “Son, we can fix 

that tomorrow” 
2. The message of shame is: “You are hopeless and worthless. Give up” 
3. The message of a loving Father is: “You are loved and made in My image. 

Now, let’s work on the brokenness I see in you.” 
B. What is His vehicle of correction? Often through community 

For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I 
became your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel. I urge you, then, be imitators of 
me. That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind 
you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church. (1 Corinthians 
4:15-17) 

C. Our world is full of “guides”, people who will tell you WHAT to THINK. 



 

 

1. But how many of us have a spiritual father or mother in our lives that show us 
HOW to LIVE. 

2. You need the people of the church and they need you. If you are not in a small 
group or peer ministry, change that today! 

3. It’s easy: cpmodesto.org, top right corner, search “groups” 
D. Now there’s a warning at the end of this passage: 

Some are arrogant, as though I were not coming to you. But I will come to you soon, if 
the Lord wills, and I will find out not the talk of these arrogant people but their power. For 
the Kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power. What do you wish? Shall I 
come to you with a rod, or with love in a spirit of gentleness? (1 Corinthians 4:18-21) 

1. There are people who, despite God’s fatherly correction, will persist in 
arrogance. 

2. Stirring up competition and division in the church 
3. And as we’ll see next week, choosing sin and rebellion over holiness and 

humility. 
E. How does God respond to a person who remains in pride and arrogance? 

1. With power 
2. What does that mean? This is one answer you don’t want to find out firsthand. 
3. All I know is that if one of my kids developed gangrene in one of their limbs 

and the doctor told me it would poison and kill them if it wasn’t removed, I 
would, with a broken heart, tell the doctor to cut that thing off. 

4. Your Father in Heaven is not willing that you would gain the whole world and 
lose your soul because of pride.   

F. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, (Pastor, Theologian) said this: “If my sinfulness appears to me 
in any way smaller or less detestable in comparison with the sins of others, I am 
still not recognizing my sinfulness at all.” (Life Together) Passages like this should 
not drive us toward “others-reflection” but rather “self-reflection” in the presence 
of our true evaluator, Jesus. 

VI. Response 
A. In your groups this week, maybe discuss these questions: 

1. If Jesus and I could open up my heart and read it like a book, how many pages 
would say “humility” and how many would say “pride”? 

2. How have I grown in humility? 
3. How am I struggling with pride? 

B. I want you to take a few minutes right now and start a conversation with the 
Father: 
1. Father, when you open up my heart, what do you see? Pride or Humility? 
2. After some time of reflection, the band will lead us to worship the Gracious 

Father Who loves, pursues, and forgives us. 
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GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER 
 

1 
What is something about yourself or something you have done that you are proud of (the good 
kind of pride)? What is something about yourself or a choice you made in the past that you are 
not proud of? 

 

2 
Have you ever won a competition or an election or a tryout? Did winning change you in any way? 
Can you think of any examples of people (if not a public figure, please avoid using their name) 
who were changed by fame or wealth or success? 

 
In chapters 1-3, Paul has been writing to the church at Corinth about them choosing favorites and 
pitting leaders against each other. Paul’s response was that he and the other apostles were nothing 
compared to Jesus. Now he is going to bring this whole argument home and strike at the heart of what 
is causing it–their pride. 
 
QUICK REVIEW 

 
Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time or 
that caught your attention, challenged, or confused you? 
 
DIG DEEPER 
 

1 Someone read 1 Corinthians 4:1-6  
 

1 Corinthians 4:1-6 (ESV) 
1 This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 Moreover, 
it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. 3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be 
judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4 For I am not aware of anything 
against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord Who judges me. 5 Therefore do not pronounce 
judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, Who will bring to light the things now hidden in 
darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from 
God. 6 I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, brothers, that you may learn 
by us not to go beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up in favor of one against another.  
 
In contrast to the “hero worship” in Corinth, how do Paul and his coworkers wish to  
be thought of? Above all else, why do you think God requires faithfulness from  
His servants? (v.1-2) 
 
What standards do we often use to evaluate God’s servant-leaders today? Why does Paul 
care very little about such judgment? (v.3-5) What is Paul driving towards in v.6?  

 
2 Someone read 1 Corinthians 4:8-17  
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1 Corinthians 4:7-21 (ESV) 
7 For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received 
it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it? 8 Already you have all you want! Already you have become 
rich! Without us you have become kings! And would that you did reign, so that we might share the rule 
with you! 9 For I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death, 
because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men. 10 We are fools for Christ's sake, 
but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in 
disrepute. 11 To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed and buffeted 
and homeless, 12 and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we 
endure; 13 when slandered, we entreat. We have become, and are still, like the scum of the world, the 
refuse of all things. 14 I do not write these things to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my 
beloved children. 15 For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I 
became your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel. 16 I urge you, then, be imitators of me. 17 That is 
why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ, as I 
teach them everywhere in every church. 18 Some are arrogant, as though I were not coming to you. 19 But I 
will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I will find out not the talk of these arrogant people but their 
power. 20 For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power. 21 What do you wish? Shall I come 
to you with a rod, or with love in a spirit of gentleness? 
 
If you were a believer in the church at Corinth, how would Paul’s contrasting words in vs. 
10-13 make you feel about your attitudes? How would imitating Paul’s way of life (vs.16-
17) require changes in your own thinking and actions? 
 
In vs. 18-21, we see there are people who, even if God lovingly corrects them, will choose to 
persist in pride and arrogance. Read 1 Peter 5:5-7.  
 
 1 Peter 5:5-7 
5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility 
toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, 
therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time He may exalt you, 7 casting all your 
anxieties on Him, because He cares for you. 
 
What does this say about how God responds to people who remain in arrogance and 
pride? Why does God hate pride? What does God promise to us when we “clothe 
ourselves in humility?” 
 

God hates pride because it opposes and dishonors His might, it destroys people,  
it ruins people’s peace they would otherwise experience in their lives, and it robs  
us of the sweetest experience of God’s care for us.  

 
LIVE IT OUT 
 

1 How could someone be in a place where they are living with pride and arrogance, and at the 
same time believe they are living for God? 

 

2 
Read Luke 18:9-14. In this parable Jesus told, we see an example of spiritual pride at work in 
the Pharisee and we see humility on display with the tax collector. Take a moment to think 
about this. Who would you say you are most similar to in this parable? 
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3 
If you and Jesus opened up your heart and read it like a book, how many pages would say 
“humility” and how many would say “pride”? In what ways have you grown in humility this past 
year? In what ways do you currently struggle with pride? 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Tossing aside pride and living in humility is not easy. It’s one of the reasons God calls us to live in 
community. Living in Gospel community means that we speak loving truth into each other’s lives and 
help each other to live more like Jesus. Pray for each other to grow in humility. Pray for the leaders of 
our church, that they would grow in humility, for God to give them wisdom, protect them from 
temptation and keep them faithful to Him. Pray for our church family, that CrossPoint will grow to be a 
place where humility is reflected in how we walk with each other and how we love and serve our 
community! 
 
PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS: 
 

è     

è    

è   

è  

è  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for  
Gospel community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help  
your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might 
resonate more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion  
or to hit on all the questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of 
completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help your grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for  
wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. 
Not in a Home Group, but want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Group Finder! 


	091618
	09.16 Sermon Discussion Guide[1]

