
 

 

Together in Purity: Becoming Like Jesus September 30, 2018 
Series, “Gospel Community” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
1 Corinthians 6:1-11 
 
I. Intro 
 A.   Recognition: Why 1 Corinthians; Current lawsuit; Not a response; approach to Scripture; 

we don’t skip uncomfortable passages no matter what. 
 B.   Living together in purity: how we treat one another matters and always has spiritual  
  consequences. 
  1.   Right: a moral or ethical or legal entitlement to have something 
  2.   Responsibility: a thing that one is required to do as part of a job, a role, or legal 

obligation 
*When our rights become more important than our responsibilities, we begin the process of 
rejecting God’s transformational plan in our lives. 
*As Jesus followers, we have a responsibility to treat one another with the same love and 
respect as Jesus treats us. 
  3. Philippians 2:6-8 
  4. When we focus on our rights (whether legitimate or not) we may sacrifice the 

responsibilities God has graciously shared with us and expects for us. This is what 
we’ve just seen communicated in baptism. 

II. 1 Corinthians 6:1-11. Read the entire passage 
 A.  The Problem (v 1) 
  1.   Rather than functioning in healthy Gospel community, the believers at Corinth were 

bypassing relationship and going straight to rights (rights over relationship). 
  2.   Not a prohibition against justice or participation in a legal system 
   a.   Exodus 18:13-23 (Moses and Jethro) 
*Fear God, trustworthy, hate a bribe - people who were committed to what is right rather than 
what may or may not make them comfortable. 
   b.  Romans 12:14-21 (live at peace) 
“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no one evil for evil, but give 
thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all.” (Romans 12:14-18) 
   c.  Paul’s use of citizenship to appeal all the way to Rome 
 B.  Two things to consider when you are troubled 
  1.  The nature and growth of our responsibility (vs 2-6) 
   a.   When Christ returns, the saints will share His throne of judgment with Him. 

(Revelation 20:4; Psalm 149, Matthew 19:28; Luke 22:28-30) 
   b.   If that is the case, part of the preparation for making wise decisions is our 

transformation here on Earth. We should be growing in our ability to make godly 
judgments. 

    1)  Why go to those who are not being transformed? 



 

 

    2)  Why aren’t you growing? 
   c.   Justice system: prohibition against probing too deeply into motives. It can 

establish intent but cannot presume why people do what they do. The law is 
restricted to judging the actions as to whether they are injurious to others or not. 

*Human law is by nature a shallow level of judgment - necessary and important but also shallow. 
*Paul is essentially saying: 
If you are learning how to go deeper than actions/behaviors during the course of your life, 
developing discernment and spirit wisdom in why people act the way they do and what is 
wrong and right about the feelings and urges and desires within them, then surely you ought to 
be competent to judge these simple cases that deal with the actions of those in Gospel 
community with you. 
  2.   A tool in the process of our transformation (v7-11) 
   a.   A huge part of our transformation is recognizing the superiority of becoming like 

Jesus even if, at times, it means letting go of our rights. 
   b.   Already defeated 
    1)  Lack of consideration that this difficulty may be part of how God grows you 
    2)  When we jump and defend ourselves we miss the possibility that God may 

be using this to make us more like Jesus. 
   c.   “Why not suffer wrong?” 
    1)  Philippians 2:1-11 
     a) Call to imitate Jesus 
     b) Jesus choosing surrender over His rights 
     c) God restoring Him to the highest position 
    2)  On a far lesser level, we have the opportunity to surrender that resembles 

what Jesus Himself did. And God does not ignore that! 
   d.   The list 
    1)  Unrighteous vs righteous 
    2)  List of what made up the body at Corinth, not a list of “worst sins imaginable”   
    3)  Some were, but now, washed, sanctified, justified by Jesus and the Spirit of God 
*Behave toward one another in a way that resembles your position in Christ! 
III. Challenge 
 A.  Questions:  
  1.   Have you recently remembered/reflected on your position in Christ? 
  2.   Do you hold on to your rights at the expense of developing your responsibilities in 

Christ? At the expense of becoming more like Jesus? 
  3.   Are you open to seeing suffering as an element in God’s process of transformation? 
 B.   Last thoughts 
  1.   This is how we reflect Jesus, while we were headed toward judgment, He stepped 

in on the way and took our place in front of the Righteous Judge. 
  2.   Jesus placed His responsibility as our Savior above His right as God and, in what 

seemed like a foolish and reckless move, took our place and paid for our sin. 



Sermon Discussion Guide 

 
 
 

GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

1 
Thinking about your schedule or calendar, what would you say are the biggest commitments in 
your life right now? What do those things require for you to truly be committed to them? 

 
2 Why is it difficult for us to keep commitments in life? What tends to get in the way most often? 

 
Commitments can be difficult to keep, but above all earthly commitments, we are called to be fully 
committed to living like Jesus. We must be committed to live like Jesus, but this commitment affects 
our rights and responsibilities among each other in the family of God. On Sunday, Matt shared that “As 
Jesus followers, we have a responsibility to treat one another with the same love and respect Jesus 
treats us with.” When we focus on our rights over our responsibility to each other, that is when we start 
the process of rejecting God’s plan to transform us. 
 
QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 
Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time or 
that caught your attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

1 

In 1 Corinthians 6:1-8, Paul drove home the church’s responsibility to be fully committed to each 
other’s growth through how we relate to each other. He addressed the matter of lawsuits among 
believers. Paul argued that Christians—because of the presence of God in their midst and the 
mercy He graciously gives to us—were more competent than secular courts to settle disputes 
between church members. Someone read 1 Corinthians 6:1-8.  

 
1 Corinthians 6:1-6 (ESV) 
1 When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the 
unrighteous instead of the saints? 2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And 
if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? 3 Do you not know 
that we are to judge angels? How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life! 4 So if you 
have such cases, why do you lay them before those who have no standing in the church? 5 I say 
this to your shame. Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a dispute 
between the brothers, 6 but brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers? 
 
What did it say about their view of their money or pride that the Corinthians would  
be willing to bypass relationship and go straight to pursuing their rights by suing  
other believers? 
 
Why would God desire His people be able to make godly judgments among ourselves 
when we have disagreements or problems with each other? How can God use that as He 
grows and transforms us? 
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2 Someone read 1 Corinthians 6:7-11.  
 

1 Corinthians 6:7-11 (ESV) 
 7 To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather suffer 
wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? 8 But you yourselves wrong and defraud—even your own 
brothers! 9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 
homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will 
inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
 
Instead of suffering wrong, what had the Corinthians been doing? How did the 
Corinthians prove they had already been defeated because of the lawsuits they  
brought against each other? 
 
What is the reason Paul reminds the church of who they were (vs.9-10) and who  
they are now (v.11)? 

 

3 
Pastor Matt spoke about how we ought to treat one another in the church with the same 
surrender and humility that Jesus exemplifies to us. Read Philippians 2:1-11 and discuss the 
questions below. 

  
What is the overarching message in Paul’s words here?   
 
After reading vs. 4-8, what did Jesus choose over His rights, so that He could be with us 
and serve humanity?  What are some of the ways Jesus demonstrated His humility? 

 
God restores Jesus to the highest position because He chose to give up His rights. What 
does this say about what God desires from us in our lives and what should our response to 
Jesus be knowing what He gave up for us? 

 
LIVE IT OUT (HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST DISCUSSED IN THE PASSAGES)  
 

1 What “rights” do you cling most tightly to? When we hold tightly to our rights, what are we 
effectively saying no to?  

 

2 
When our rights become more important than responsibilities, it’s often because we lose 
perspective on Who God is and our place in Him. What are some practical ways we can 
regularly reflect on our position in Christ? 

 

3 
Why is it difficult for many Christians to be open to seeing suffering as an element in God’s 
process of transformation? How can suffering become a catalyst for our transformation as we 
seek to become more like Jesus? 
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CLOSING PRAYER 

 
Thank God for His Word and the reminder of the importance of His kingdom and glory. Thank Him that 
we are truly changed through Christ. Pray each person in your group will be so committed to Christ 
that they have a distaste for anything (financial conflict or lack of moral purity) that would detract from 
their walk with Christ or the advancement of the gospel. 
 
PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
 

è     

è    

è   

è  

è  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for  
Gospel community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help  
your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might 
resonate more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion  
or to hit on all the questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of 
completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help your grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for  
wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. 
Not in a Home Group, but want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Group Finder! 
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