
 

 

Together in Purity: On Mission October 21, 2018 
Series, “Gospel Community” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
1 Corinthians 7:17-24 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   The point of today’s message: Wherever you are and whatever you are doing  
  right now is important because you are on a mission from God. 
  1.   You are strategically placed. 
  2.   You are supernaturally powered. 
 B.   Answering the question 
  1.   How does the Gospel of Jesus Christ reach into all corners of society? 
  2.   Does God have a strategy to present the Gospel to everyone? 
*Yes and yes. We are called (as Jesus followers) to influence exactly where God found us 
- that’s where He wants us to impact. 
II. Living our called life (1 Corinthians 7:17-24) 
 A.   Recap (v 16) 
  1.   Marriage with an unbeliever (after I get saved)  
  2.   God’s desire is to use you to influence your spouse. 
*Now Paul applies the principle to where we are in life. Wherever you are, your 
responsibility is to reflect Jesus and influence toward His Kingdom. 
**It’s not about making the best of where you are, it’s about being obedient where you 
are. If all your focus and energy is on getting to the next level, then you’re probably not 
having the impact for Jesus that God intended.  
 B.   You are in the right place (vs 17, 20, 24) 
  1.   REPEAT: I’m in the right place.  
  2.   Assign/remain - You and I are where we are by divine intention–no such thing 

as out of place.  
   a.   People becoming saved in all corners of society 
   b.   Should I find a different neighborhood or occupation? 
**Story about friend  
**All of this with spirit wisdom and discernment  
  3.   Calling  
   a.  That divine invitation that we were presented with salvation    
  through Christ (1 Corinthians 1:9) 
   b.  All who are of Christ are called in this sense - see God’s    
   wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:23-24) 
*Remain in the place you were in when you surrendered your life to Jesus. That place, for 
now, is your assignment.  
 -There is work God wants to do in you there. 



 

 

 -There is work God wants to do through you there. 
*So, what are the specifics of my assignment? 
 C.   Our assignment:  Part 1: Regarding Circumcision  
  1.   Keep God’s commandments (vs 18-20) 
   a.  Love God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind. 
   b.  Love your neighbor as yourself. 
*All God’s commandments are fulfilled in these two affections 
  2.   Why I don’t love; you’re not like me. 
   a.   If you were converted as a Jew, don’t try to become a Gentile and 

vice versa. 
    1)  This is hugely offensive. 
    2)  This is about the appropriate place for cultural distinctive and ethnicity. 
   b.   Ethnicity, cultural distinctions, tribe. They don’t matter much when 

compared to the Gospel and how it unites those who are being saved by it. 
    1)  If you were black when you were converted, don’t try to become

 white. If you were white when you were converted, don’t try to 
become Mexican. 

    2)  Paul calls us to recognize that God sets a standard that eclipses 
these things that could and often do divide us. We no longer give 
priority to our “people”, but we pursue God’s commands in obedience 
and surrender. 

  3.   The impact of a rightly ordered life 
   a.   Only under the umbrella of obedience to Christ will our cultural distinctives 

find their greatest beauty. 
   b.   This is not a blanket condemnation of all cultures but says that obedience 

to God is far more important than any of those distinctives.  
*In other words, don’t withdraw from the place where you were when you met Jesus!  
The Gospel is not about trading out our culture, ethnicity, etc., it is about loving God and 
loving your neighbors in the very place God assigned you. 
 D.   Our assignment: Part 2: Regarding Slavery/Freedom 
  1.   Be present with God (vs 21-24) 
   a.  Let God’s presence be your focus.  
   b.  Enjoy the confidence and peace that comes with God’s presence. 
  2.  Don’t worry about your “insignificant” station in life, rather make use of it. 
*When we are called into fellowship with Christ, we adopt a new set of radically Christ-
centered priorities. 
  3.   Slave/Freed (vs 22-23) 
   a.   The Gospel is the antidote for despair in the low positions and for pride in 

the sought after positions! 



 

 

   b.   Whatever your position, leverage it for Jesus! 
*Paul is telling those in Corinth and us today that the place you inhabit right now, today, 
is your mission. Within your status you are called to obey Christ and enjoy the presence 
of God. 
III. Recap/Reflection 
 A.   Review 
  1.   It’s not what you land in life, it’s how you impact. (Not applicable to flying) 
  2.   It’s not our station that gives us contentment, it’s our transformation. 
  3.   It’s not about what’s coming, it’s about what’s right here. 
 B.   Reflection 
  1.   Do you believe that where you are in life today (family, job, school, etc.) is 

where God wants to use you? 
  2.  Are you willing to be used by God where you are today? 
  3.   How can God use you where you are today? 
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GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

1 If people described you with a single word, phrase, or activity, what would it be? Why? 
 

2 
Pastor Matt encouraged us to be on mission, wherever God has placed us in life. What are some 
signs someone is growing and experiencing contentment where they are? Can you think of a few 
things that make it hard to find contentment today? 

 
In this section of his letter to the church of Corinth that Pastor Matt taught from on Sunday, Paul 
emphasized that our life situations shouldn’t negatively affect our relationship with God. What matters 
most is bringing glory to God and remaining focused on the mission He has called you to, and serving  
Him regardless of our circumstances. 
 
QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 
Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time or 
that caught your attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

1 Someone read 1 Corinthians 7:17-24  
 

1 Corinthians 7:17-24 (ESV) 
17 Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has 
called him. This is my rule in all the churches. 18 Was anyone at the time of his call already 
circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of 
his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. 19 For neither circumcision counts for 
anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God. 20 Each one should  
remain in the condition in which he was called. 21 Were you a bondservant when called? Do not 
be concerned about it. (But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.) 22 For  
he who was called in the Lord as a bondservant is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise, he who was  
free when called is a bondservant of Christ. 23 You were bought with a price; do not become 
bondservants of men. 24 So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him  
remain with God. 
 
In verses 17-24, Paul taught that Christians should “remain in the situation” God called 
them to. What was Paul saying to believers? Why would this be an important “rule” he 
instituted in all the churches? 
 
What difference should being called by God make if we are in a difficult marriage  
or in a frustrating job? 
 

LIVING TOGETHER IN PURITY 
ON MISSION | 1 CORINTHIANS 7:17-24 
OCTOBER 21, 2018 | PASTOR MATT WHITEFORD 



Sermon Discussion Guide 

Throughout his New Testament writings, Paul referred to the Christians as “Christ’s slave.” 
What does it mean to be a slave to Christ? 
 

The Greek word translated slave literally means “bondslave.” The noun probably comes 
from a verb that means “to tie” or “to bind.” A bondslave was totally subservient, bound 
to his master’s will. Every Christian, no matter their situation, is to live at Jesus’ disposal. 

 
What is the priority, the main focus, of a slave? In light of this, what should be the priority 
of someone who is a slave to Christ? What price were we “bought with” (v. 23)? How does 
this truth motivate you to live as a slave to Christ? 

 

2 

Part of being on mission where we are placed is learning how to forgive. Joseph’s life is a great 
example of what forgiveness looks like. He was deeply betrayed and nearly killed by his own 
brothers and then rose to a position of great leadership and power. Although he could have 
condemned his brothers, he showed them grace and mercy. Read Genesis 45:1-15 and answer 
the following questions. 

 
Why do you think he was able to show his brothers this kind of grace and forgiveness?   
 
What would it take for you to show the same kind of forgiveness to someone who has 
wronged or hurt you? 

 
LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 

Take a minute and think back on the various seasons of your life. Can you remember a time 
when you felt particularly content? What situations or experiences contributed to those 
feelings? On the other hand, can you think of a time when you were NOT content?  How do 
you think contentment could have been possible even in that situation?  

 

2 How “divided” is your devotion to God and the calling He has placed on your life in your 
current season? 

 

3 
What are the main things that are distracting you from embracing God’s calling on your life 
right now? What is one step you can take to minimize distraction this week and focus more on 
the transformation God desires to do in you? 

 

4 
If you trust God, that He has placed you in whatever situation you are in (pleasant or 
unpleasant), and you are willing to be used by God where you currently are, what are some 
ways that God can use you in that place? 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 

 
Pray that the people in your group will be encouraged to put God first, in every situation we find 
ourselves in. Whether it be a relationship, our work environment, or any other place we are in that is  
a disappointment, take time to thank God for the opportunity to be an influence for Him in those  
places and lives.   
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PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
 

è     

è  

è  

è  

è  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for  
Gospel community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help  
your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might 
resonate more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion  
or to hit on all the questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of 
completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help your grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for  
wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. 
Not in a Home Group, but want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Group Finder! 
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