
 

 

Living Together in Liberty: More than Words January 20, 2019 
Series, “Gospel Community” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
1 Corinthians 9:1-27 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   “Do I, as a follower of Jesus, insist on exercising my rights?” 
  1.   So far, Paul has given us principles and challenged us to expand our vision as 

we consider our freedom in Christ. 
  2.   However, it’s one thing to teach something and another to model it. 
 B.   My rights  
  1.   My rights have become the driving force and the highest good of our society. 
   a.   Right to choose, express, defend, love, receive, etc. 
   b.   Even questioning and having conversation is offensive when it comes to 

our rights. 
   c.   This notion is an outright lie! My rights are not the highest good for me or 

for our society. 
  2.   Following Jesus and demanding rights 
   a.   Chapter 8 = I don’t have a right to injure another’s faith or to make it 

difficult for a brother or sister in Christ to grow spiritually because of what I 
do in the exercise of my freedom. 

   b.   Freedom party: I have too much knowledge to justify going backwards in 
my behavior. 

   c.   Paul’s response: if knowledge is how we’re keeping score, then I have 
more liberty than any of you. 

*The highest good determined by God and expressed here by Paul is that the Gospel be 
clearly seen in my life and in your life. 
II. Paul’s Example - 1 Corinthians 9:1-27 
Note: This passage is commonly used for support of pastors getting compensated.  
While that is true, the defense of pastors being compensated is not the focus of this 
passage. What is going on here is Paul going beyond just telling the Corinthian believers 
how to live for Christ - he is showing them how he is living for Christ. 
 A.   Already established liberty (vs 1-14) 
  1.   Common present practice (vs 1-6) 
   a.   Ministry workers are able to get married and be financially cared for in the 

first century church. 
   b.   The application of this practice is universal in the church 
  2.   Human custom (v 7) 
   a.   Soldier, farmer, shepherd receive benefit and wage 
   b.   Images of a pastor: 



 

 

    1)  Soldier: to protect and battle the enemy 
    2)  Farmer: to tend the spiritual field 
    3)  Shepherd: to lead and feed 
  3.   OT law (vs 8-12) 
  4.   OT priests (v 13) 
  5.   Christ’s command (v 14) 
   a.  Matthew 10:10 - sending out and the laborer deserves his food 
   b.  Luke 10:7 - laborer deserves his wages 
*Remember: this is not a defense or a case for Paul to be supported - he is pointing out 
known and generally-agreed-upon facts. This is a review of what everybody knows 
because he is about to make a really important point. 
 B.   Leading by example (vs 15-27) 
  1.  Paul’s purpose and calling are to see that the Gospel is available and free to all 

(vs 15-18) 
   a.  Calling supersedes wage 
   b.  Obedience is not transactional, it is gratitudinal. 
  2.   Independent from influences (v 19a) 
  3.   Driven to win as many as possible (vs 19b-23) 
   a.   Paul enjoyed liberty/rights as much as you or I do 
   b.   But, Paul conducted himself so that he would remove every hurdle under 

his influence - even giving up his rights! 
   c.   Caution: 
    1)  “When in Rome ...” - born out of fear and rebellion 
    2)  Laying aside privilege is what is going on here - born out of love and gratitude 
*Paul is not displaying hypocrisy, he is displaying sympathy. 
  4.   Lasting reward vs. temporary reward (vs 24-27) 
   a.   Material rewards are great, but they are also limited and subject to decay. 
   b.   Paul’s focus was on the rewards that are not limited and are not subject to 

decay - those rewards that last forever! 
III. Next steps 
 A.   The Gospel is the Good News that God has given to us without any merit on  
  our part, we don’t earn or deserve it.   
  1.   To give without expecting anything in return is the character of the Gospel. 
  2.   Paul models this and then challenges us to consider what we’ve been given 

and how we influence others with the expression of our liberty. 
 B.   Make an exchange 
  1.  Exchange “I deserve” for “I am responsible.” 
   a.   Empowers (weakens, enslaves to others) 
   b.   Connects (alienates, transaction) 



 

 

   c.   Supports freedom (removes choice) 
   d.   Expresses need and vulnerability (demands) 
   e.   Equality (special privilege) 
   f.   Gratitude (ingratitude)  
  2.   God has given us freedom not because we deserve it but because He loves us. 

Therefore, He calls us to exercise our freedom in a way that communicates 
that same love to those we are in community with. 

   a.   Are you more concerned about your freedom than you are about freeing 
those who are still slaves to sin? 

   b.   Are you willing to make a shift in thinking from “I deserve” to “I am responsible”? 
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GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

1 
Our words are powerful! What words or phrases come to mind that have the most impact on you in 
both a negative way and a positive way? 

 

2 
Why is it important for our actions to back up what we say? Give a situation in everyday life that 
reveals why this is true.    

 
In 1 Corinthians 9:1-27, Paul used the occasion of discussing Christian liberty to address possible 
questions that they had raised concerning his authority as an apostle. His defense, however, was to apply 
the principle of putting others’ wellbeing ahead of one’s own. As a missionary in the Mediterranean world, 
he had to deal with many different cultural standards. In these varying circumstances, Paul committed 
himself not to exercise his right to pursue the norms of his own cultural preferences, and not to insist on 
his freedoms under the Gospel. His life revealed that he was willing to abandon his own rights to win 
others for Christ. As we look at this and seek to apply the message here to our lives, we must ask, do 
our actions and attitudes display this same mindset?  
 
QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT STOOD OUT MOST FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time or 
that caught your attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 
1 Someone read 1 Corinthians 9:1-14  

 
1 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not you my workmanship in the 
Lord? 2 If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you, for you are the seal of my apostleship in the 
Lord. 3 This is my defense to those who would examine me. 4 Do we not have the right to eat and drink? 5 
Do we not have the right to take along a believing wife, as do the other apostles and the brothers of the 
Lord and Cephas? 6 Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working for a living? 7 
Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Or who 
tends a flock without getting some of the milk? 8 Do I say these things on human authority? Does not the 
Law say the same? 9 For it is written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the 
grain.” Is it for oxen that God is concerned? 10 Does he not certainly speak for our sake? It was written for 
our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the crop. 
11 If we have sown spiritual things among you, is it too much if we reap material things from you? 12 If others 
share this rightful claim on you, do not we even more? Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but 
we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ. 13 Do you not know that 
those who are employed in the temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the 
altar share in the sacrificial offerings? 14 In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the 
gospel should get their living by the gospel. 
 
Paul pointed out his right to depend on the support of the Corinthians. Why has Paul 
decided not to make use of his rights? 
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What rights might we need to be willing to surrender in order to help advance the Gospel of 
Jesus in people’s lives? 

 
2 Someone read 1 Corinthians 9:15-27 

 
15 But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor am I writing these things to secure any such provision. 
For I would rather die than have anyone deprive me of my ground for boasting. 16 For if I preach the gospel, 
that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 
17 For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, but if not of my own will, I am still entrusted with a 
stewardship. 18 What then is my reward? That in my preaching I may present the gospel free of charge, so 
as not to make full use of my right in the gospel. 19 For though I am free from all, I have made myself a 
servant to all, that I might win more of them. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To 
those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win 
those under the law. 21 To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law 
of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, 
that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. 23 I do 
it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. 24 Do you not know that in a race 
all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. 25 Every athlete exercises 
self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I do not run 
aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. 27 But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after 
preaching to others I myself should be disqualified. 
 
How did Paul demonstrate obedience to his calling? What motivated him to preach and live 
out the Gospel? 
 
How do you feel about giving up your rights? Why is it hard for us to sacrifice what’s 
seemingly ours? 
 

LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 
Although Paul’s defense of the support of ministers of the Gospel is not the point of this 
passage, it is important to consider how we meet the needs of the spiritual leaders God has 
placed in our life. 

 
Do they know how much you appreciate them? What is one thing you can do to show 
gratitude to a spiritual leader in your life? 

 

2 
God has given us freedom not because we deserve it but because He loves us.  Therefore, He 
calls us to exercise our freedom in a way that communicates that same love to those we are in 
community with. 

 
Are you more concerned about your freedom than you are about freeing those who are still 
slaves to sin?  
 

Matt wrapped up the message on Sunday with a challenge to show the same love to others 
that God has shown to us by a change in attitude. What is one way you can exchange an “I 
deserve ...” attitude for an “I am responsible ...” attitude? 
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CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Pray for love to become the defining characteristic of our group and our church. When other people talk 
about us, let it be because we display God’s love. Pray that everyone in your home group will allow love 
to direct their actions and choose what’s best as they make personal sacrifices in order to strengthen the 
body of Christ.   
 
NEXT WEEK’S MESSAGE SCRIPTURE 
 
1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-22 
Prepare for next week’s message and group discussion by reading through this passage a few times this week and 
write down any insights or questions you have before meeting with your home group. 
 
PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
 

è     

è  

è  

è  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for  
Gospel community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help  
your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might 
resonate more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion  
or to hit on all the questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. 
Pick the content from the guide you feel will help your grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for  
wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, 
but want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
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COMMENTARY FOR 1 CORINTHIANS 9:1-27   
 
9:1-2. Paul offers a rhetorical reply to those who questioned his apostolic ministry. 
 

9:3-6. Paul’s “rights” as an apostle, which were exercised by other apostles, included: (1) the right to be 
compensated for his apostolic service; (2) the right to take a believing wife; and (3) the right to refrain from outside 
work, devoting himself entirely to ministry. Paul did not always choose to exercise these rights. 
 

9:8-11. Paul uses a greater-to-lesser argument to justify his right to an allowance. If he has supplied spiritual things 
(the greater) to the Corinthians, surely he should receive material benefits (the lesser) from them in return. 
 

9:12. Now Paul uses a lesser-to-greater argument to support his right to a living wage. If those who presently 
labored among the Corinthians received wages, how much more should the one who had founded the church? In 
response to those who said that Paul was illegitimate because the church did not support him (cp. 2Co 10; 12), he 
declared that he had yielded this right to a wage so he would not hinder the Gospel of Christ. 
 

9:13. Paul pointed to the prevailing custom in the temple service as a third reason for ministerial support. Those who 
served at the altar shared in the sacrificial offerings. Numbers 18:8-32 and Deuteronomy 18:1-8 describe this 
custom among the Jews. 
 

9:14. “The Lord has commanded” may refer to Luke 10:4-8, where among other things Jesus says, “The gospel 
worker is worthy of his wages.” 
 

9:15. One might have expected at this point that Paul would ask the Corinthians to make a sizable contribution to 
support his missionary labors in Ephesus and beyond. But no, he promptly declared that he was not accessing those 
rights. Nor did he have any intention of seeking financial help from them in the future. 
 

9:16-17. “An obligation is placed on me” alludes to Paul’s commission at Damascus as a “chosen instrument” (Ac 
9:15) who had been given a stewardship to discharge the message of the Gospel to the nations (4:1). Paul had not 
chosen missions work as a profession. Rather, God chose it for him. 
 

9:18. Though Paul felt bound as Christ’s slave to fulfill his commission (Rm 1:1), his obligation to preach the Gospel 
was rewarding to him. He took such pleasure in it that he could willingly forego his right to compensation.  
 

9:19. Paul as a free man (cp. v. 1) put forward his motive for making himself a slave (lit “I enslaved myself”). He did it 
in order to win more people. 
 

9:20-22. Paul’s “self-imposed slavery” gave him the freedom to accommodate Jews and Gentiles alike and therefore 
speak the Gospel in a forthright manner, unhindered by cultural hang-ups. He exemplified this freedom among Jews 
when he circumcised Timothy (whose mother was Jewish) to maximize the Gospel witness in Jewish areas (Ac 
16:3). Among Gentiles who were without the law, he yielded his rights in order to maximize the Gospel’s advance. 
For example, he would not take a wage if taking a wage would cause those “outside the law” to stumble. The 
phrase “not being without God’s law but within Christ’s” law refers to him as one who had the right under God’s law 
to receive a wage (cp. 9:8-10), yet among Gentiles he yielded that right. 
 

9:24-27. Like hard-driven runners and boxers, Paul had a single-minded focus. His exercise of self-control was 
aimed at keeping him from being disqualified. “Disqualified” does not mean loss of salvation, which Paul elsewhere 
said is impossible (Rm 8:38-39; see also Jn 10:28-30), but rather failure to fulfill his God-given commission to 
evangelize the nations (Ac 9:15; 13:2; Rm 1:1). 
 

9:24-26a. If athletes compete by the rules and master self-control in everything, all for the purpose of winning a 
crown that will fade, how much more should Christians discipline themselves for a crown that will never fade? 
 

9:26b-27. Paul viewed his boxing opponent as his own body. When it resisted giving up rights and liberties, he 
brought it under strict control (“I enslave it”). Paul had already stated that he endured everything (v. 12), made 
himself a slave to all (v.19), and exercised self-control (v.25) in order to share the Gospel (by not taking a wage). 
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