
 

 

Together in Worship: Spiritual Matters February 24, 2019 
Series, “Gospel Community” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
1 Corinthians 12:1-13 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Ephesians 6:12 
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
  1.   What we focus on is not the whole story. 
  2.   What we see is not the whole picture. 
  3.   There is always something behind the alarming things we see. 
 B.   God doesn’t want us to be ignorant regarding spiritual matters. (1 Corinthians 12:1) 
  1.   Spiritual gifts = matters/things 
  2.   Biblical revelation 
   a.   Face of evil we don’t see 
   b.   Spiritual consequences 
   c.   The Jesus effect 
*While the supernatural world is real and God calls us to be informed, Jesus is Lord of all 
and one of our main responsibilities as His people is to make Him known. 
 -But, we don’t make Him known on our own, we make Him known through the  
  power and empowerment of the Holy Spirit. 
II. Spiritual Gifts 
 A.   Spiritual world with spiritual powers (verses 1-3) 
  1.   In order to represent God accurately and worship Him appropriately, we    

need to have an awareness and understanding of the world - not just    
physical but spiritual. 

  2.   When you were pagans … (apart from God, slaves to sin) 
   a.   Images not as much today, but idolatry is everywhere 
   b.   Idolatry: any concept or thing that begins to possess us (our thinking, time, 

and behavior)  
*We are created to be possessed by God! 
  3.   Powers behind images 
   a.   Images/concepts don’t have power but what’s behind them does. 
   b.   Led by misplaced passions and power behind what is seen 
  4.   How do I recognize the Spirit of God? (verse 3) 
   a.   The Spirit of God always exalts Jesus Christ. 
   b.   Positive and negative 



 

 

    1)  No one speaking by the Spirit demeans or diminishes the centrality      
of Christ. 

    2)  Anyone speaking by the Spirit always seeks to exalt and magnify Christ 
as Lord (in charge/authority over all human events). 

*Today, we have many “lords” vying for supremacy and allegiance. One who is led by the 
Spirit will always give precedence to Jesus Christ over all. 
 B.   Unity and diversity (verses 4-6) 
  1.   Same Spirit, same Lord, same God 
  2.   Various gifts, service (ministry), activities 
  3.   The Spirit gives gifts, the Lord Jesus Christ assigns ministries (opportunities to 

use gifts), and God empowers all our activities! 
 C.   The linchpin: making God manifest (verse 7) 
  1.   God begins not with an organization, but by equipping people with gifts. 
*Christianity is not a system or hierarchy, it is people who have surrendered to God’s will 
in their lives.   
  2.   Shaping our perspective 
   a.   “To each” 
    1)  Also in verse 11 
    2)  Every single person who has been made righteous in Christ 
    3)  The work of the church is both individual and corporate. 
*We are individually responsible for what God has given us and also accountable to the 
Gospel community for the effects of using what we’ve been given. 
   b.   Manifestation of the Spirit 
    1)  Spirit–the same that hovered over the water of Creation–God 
    2)  A showing, bringing it into the light, putting forward for people to see  
     a) The work of the church is supernatural.  
     b) The exercise of our spiritual gifts manifests God in the world. 
    3)  Not normal/natural abilities - supernatural/spiritually powered in nature 
*Every gift that Paul lists is not to be taken in natural terms stemming from natural 
abilities (sing, lead, speak, paint, etc.) 
    4)  Gifts that empower us to function in the realm of the Spirit (the eternal 

connection between God and man), not limited to body, so that the 
health of the spirit is improved/enhanced 

*Spiritually significant preaching vs. talented, polished preaching; spiritually significant 
serving vs human kindness 
   c.   “The common good”  
    1)  We enjoy using our gifts, but they are designed to benefit the body and 

work of Christ. 



 

 

    2)  Proper use results in life, joy, and harmony, and bringing together in a 
God-honoring experience of love. 

    3)  Misuse results in dissatisfaction, dissection, and division in the body     
of Christ. 

John Stott 
“Our motive must be concern for the glory of God, not the glory of the church or our own 
glory. Our message must be the Gospel of God as given by Christ and His apostles, not 
the traditions of men or our own opinions. Our manpower must be the whole church of 
God, every member of it, not a privileged few who want to retain evangelism as their 
prerogative. Our dynamic must be the Spirit of God, not the power of human personality, 
organization, or eloquence. Without these priorities we shall be silent when we ought to 
be vocal.”  
 D.   Spiritual gifts (verses 8-11) 
  1.   Same Spirit gives diverse gifts (verse 11) 
   a.   Focus must be on the giver. 
   b.   Purpose is to manifest the presence of God in the church and      

unbelieving world. 
*Manifesting God in the world results in healing the broken-hearted, giving deliverance 
to the poor, opening doors to the captives, setting people free who are bound in the 
prisons of doubt, fear, anxiety, selfishness, and leading all who are willing into liberty and 
peace found in Christ.  
  2.   Read verses 8-13 
   a.   Downloadable guide [attached to this outline] 
   b.   Don’t focus on whether you can point to prophecy, or teaching, or wisdom, 

or knowledge, or healing, etc. and say, “That’s my gift.” The biblical way to 
think is this: the reason we have spiritual gifts is so that we can build 
others up in their faith. Ask yourself how can I help this person with fragile 
faith? Then do or say what seems most helpful, and if the person is helped, 
then you may have discovered one of your gifts. Becoming a person who is 
about building others up is more important than identifying your spiritual 
gift.   

*Do you wake up in the morning with a desire to strengthen other peoples’ faith? 
 E.   Final push (verses 12-13) 
  1.   Just in case anyone thinks that the gifts are for competition or personal gain ... 
  2.   You are not responsible to the leadership of this church to exercise your gifts. 
   a.   We did not give it to you and we don’t call you to account for it. 
   b.   We do support and help you exercise it and serve as a warning if you 

begin to move in a dangerous area with it. 



 

 

*2 Timothy 1:6-7 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is 
in you through the laying on of my hands, for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of 
power and love and self-control. 
 
*Each one of us is responsible to God Himself for the proper exercise of his or her gift.  
He will call you to account for how you made Him manifest through what He gave you. 
III. Going home 
 A.   Download the guide 
 B.   Questions: 
  1.   When it comes to those in the body of Christ, do you focus on what we have 

in common or how we are different? 
  2.   How aware are you that there are spiritual powers behind the evil or wrong 

that you see in our world? Spend some time talking this reality through. 
  3.   How do you personally manifest the Spirit in your life? How can you be more 

intentional about that? 



Spiritual Manifestations 
 
Have the right focus 
Don’t focus on whether you can point to prophecy, or teaching, or wisdom, or 
knowledge, or healing, or miracles, or mercy, or administration, etc., and say, “That’s my 
gift.” The biblical way to think is this: the reason we have spiritual gifts is so that we can 
build others up in their faith. Ask yourself, “Here is someone whose faith is fragile; how 
can I help them?” Then do or say what seems most helpful, and if the person is helped, 
then you may have discovered one of your gifts. Becoming a person who is about 
building others up is more important than “identifying” your spiritual gift. Ask yourself, 
“Do I wake up in the morning with a desire to strengthen other people’s faith?” 
 
A reminder 
These are supernatural abilities; they are given by the Spirit of God. They are not flashy, 
they don’t make a lot of noise or call attention to themselves. They operate in humility 
and surrender to the giver, but they are beyond natural powers and are specifically 
designed for the common good meaning they are public, not private.   
 
List of spiritual manifestations in 1 Corinthians 12 
 
Knowledge 
The utterance of knowledge is the ability to go through the Word of God and to see what 
is there and to set forth in a systematic way the knowledge of what God wants His 
people to know. 
 
Wisdom 
The utterance of wisdom is the application of biblical knowledge to present problems. 
The ability to take that revelation of the way things really are and apply it to something 
you are wrestling with right now—in your home, in your marriage, in the church, in 
business, in the general concerns of the world at large—and to have insight into the way 
problems can be solved by the knowledge of Scripture. 
 
Faith 
The gift of faith could be better understood as spiritual vision. Faith is required of all who 
follow Jesus whereas this gift is seeing "Him who is invisible" (Hebrews 11:27), and 
acting on the basis of His invisible resources supplied to us usually in difficult 
circumstances. 
 
 



Healings 
This is the gift of being able to restore to health, and it is in the plural because there are 
different areas of humanity where we need to be restored—physically, socially or 
psychologically, and spiritually, and this gift can be given and used in any of these areas. 
 
Miracles 
The ability to release the power of God in a unique and supernatural way such as Jesus 
did when He turned the water into wine, or walked on the water, or raised Lazarus from 
the dead. That is the release of God’s unique power. 
 
Prophecy 
In the Bible, the gift of prophesying is the ability to speak the mind of God. It does include 
at times an element of prediction, but it is primarily the ability to see what God is doing in 
the world, to spot it from the Scriptures, to understand the movement of God in history 
and set it forth in such a clear way that people understand where and how God is 
working today.  
 
Distinguishing between spirits 
This is the ability to spot a phony gospel, to detect false doctrine when it is present. 
 
Tongues 
The gift of tongues is the ability to speak a language that one has never learned. 
 
Interpretation of tongues 
This gift is the ability to interpret a language that one has never learned. 
 
 



Sermon Discussion Guide 

 
 
 

 

GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 
1 What is the most fulfilling job you have ever had? What about it fulfilled you? 

 
2 How have you been able to use your spiritual gifts and abilities to serve the body of Christ?    

 
God has given every Christian at least one spiritual gift to use in the church, and God expects us to 
recognize, develop, and employ the gifts He has given us, in order that we might fulfill our role in the body. 
In this part of his first letter to the church in Corinth, Paul sets out a basic rule for consideration of all spiritual 
gifts - namely, that all Christians share the common profession of faith: Jesus is Lord. On this foundation, 
Paul listed various gifts and explained their source. 
 
QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time or that 
caught your attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 
1 Someone read 1 Corinthians 12:1-13 

 
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when 
you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led.3 Therefore I want you to 
understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can 
say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 
Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but 
it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good.8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 
another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same 
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to 
another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are empowered by one and the same 
Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills. 12 For just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in 
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body - Jews or Greeks, slaves or free - and all were made  
to drink of one Spirit. 
 

What particular problem in the Corinthian church may have led Paul to offer the “test” 
for discerning true gifts from false gifts in v.3? 
 
Where do a person’s spiritual gifts come from, according to verses 4-6? Why is there 
such an emphasis on the Giver of these gifts? Why does God give His children spiritual 
gifts?  
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What do you make of the diversity of gifts in verses 8-10? Is this list exhaustive? 
 

Paul’s purpose in verses 8-10 was not to detail a complete list of all possible  
spiritual gifts, but rather to emphasize the unity of the Spirit amid the marvelous 
variety of gifts. The Holy Spirit is active in many ways through the devoted  
service of God’s people. 

 
Why is it important for believers to know which spiritual gifts they have? What roles do 
studying Scripture, prayer, and community play in determining our spiritual gifts? 
 
What are the benefits of properly using the gifts God has given you in the church? What 
are some potential negative consequences of either not using or improperly using those 
gifts? 
 

LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 How do you typically respond when you are told that you have a gift or talent that is vitally 
needed to help bless others in our church family? 

 

2 Take a moment to go over the spiritual gifts in the handout included with this study guide. Do 
you see any of these spiritual gifts manifested in your life? 

 
As a group, take a few minutes for each person willing to share what gift they believe God has 
manifested in their life. As each person shares in the community of your group, feel free to have 
others confirm if they see that, based on what they have witnessed in them. 

 

3 

On Sunday, Matt said that manifesting God in the world results in healing the broken-hearted, 
giving deliverance to the poor, opening doors to the captives, setting people free who are bound 
in the prisons of doubt, fear, anxiety, selfishness, and leading all who are willing into liberty and 
peace found in Christ. How do you personally manifest the Spirit in your life? How can you be 
more intentional about that? 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Thank Jesus for the way He has gifted every member of His church–both here at our church and throughout 
the world–to serve the Kingdom and each other. Pray that the people in your group would sacrificially use 
their individual gifts for the sake of others. Also pray that you would be a good steward of what He has 
given and not waste a single opportunity to use your gifts. 
 
NEXT WEEK’S MESSAGE SCRIPTURE 
 
LIVING TOGETHER IN WORSHIP: 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-31 
Prepare for next week’s message and group discussion by reading through this passage a few times this week and 
write down any insights or questions you have before meeting with your home group. 
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PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to record down the requests and find a way to share those with the group so 
you can be praying for each other during the week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for  
Gospel community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help  
your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion  
or to hit on all the questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. 
Pick the content from the guide you feel will help your grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for  
wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
COMMENTARY FOR 1 CORINTHIANS 12:1-13  
 
12:1-3. Among the many problems the Corinthian church faced, one thorny issue concerned the nature and 
purpose of spiritual gifts. Some church members viewed the type of gift a believer possessed as a 
measuring stick for that believer’s level of spirituality. 
 
12:4. Apparently the Corinthians were bickering over the relative value of gifts, whether all Christians had 
gifts, and whether all spiritual gifts were from God. Paul affirmed a wide variety of different gifts. However, 
his main point in the first three verses of this section was that all spiritual gifts come from the same Spirit. 
 
12:5-6. Paul altered his terminology slightly in verse 5 from the previous verse. Instead of “different gifts,” 
he described these manifestations of the Spirit as different ministries. Instead of “the same Spirit,” he wrote 
that these ministries came from the same Lord.  
 
12:7. Paul elaborated on the themes of unity, diversity, and distribution, first stating that God gives a 
manifestation of the Spirit to each person. The Holy Spirit is the down payment or guarantee of every 
believer’s future inheritance (Eph. 1:13-14). So all believers receive the Spirit. Paul did not speak only of the 
Spirit’s indwelling presence here, but of the manifestation of the Spirit. This terminology indicates that every 
believer has some display of the Holy Spirit’s presence in his or her life. Also, the manifestation of the Spirit 
has a particular goal: the common good (cf. 1 Pet. 4:10). The gifts of the Spirit are not principally for the 
edification of the individuals who receive them, but for the good of all believers. 
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12:8-10. Paul next listed several manifestations of the Spirit’s gifts. He mentioned the Spirit four times in 
these verses to remind the Corinthians that all of these gifts come from one divine Source: the Holy Spirit. 
But the list indicates that the same or one Spirit manifests His presence with great variety. Comparisons 
with other lists of the Spirit’s manifestations (Rom. 12:6-8; Eph. 4:11) reveal that this catalogue is only a 
sampling that probably corresponded to the gifts which Paul knew the Corinthian church manifested. 
 
12:11. This verse summarizes the main point of the previous section and is a bridge to Paul’s analogy of the 
church as a body. All gifts come from the same Source, the Spirit. Thus all spiritual gifts need to be 
respected and appreciated by the church. Additionally, each member’s Christian service is not merely a 
matter of personal effort or individual acquisition of a gift. The Holy Spirit is the One who distributes gifts to 
each as He wills. We are to receive the Spirit’s gifts gratefully, not scramble for ones we judge to be more 
impressive than others. 
 
12:12-13. Paul used the Greek word for one five times in verses 11-13 because of the continued disunity in 
the Corinthian church. The Source of our unity is the one Spirit through whom we were baptized into the 
one body, that is, the church. Paul cited two of the great spiritual dividers in the world of his day: Jews or 
Greeks - a racial-religious division - and slaves or free - a social barrier. 
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