
 
 

Summer Reading List 
Recommended by Sherri Whiteford 

 
Steal Away Home: Charles Spurgeon & Thomas Johnson, Unlikely Friends on the Passage to Freedom  
by Matt Carter and Aaron Ivey 
This historically based novel will resonate with anyone who loves Jesus and doesn’t have a perfect life (all of us)! The interactions and 
friendship that developed between two men looking for different kinds of freedom really moved me, encouraged me, and made me 
once again celebrate the way God cares for His people – even during extreme trials. 
 
Sex, Jesus, and Conversations the Church Forgot by Mo Isom 
This book is the first time I have heard the biblical truth about sexuality explained so clearly and with so much love and HOPE! I think 
this book is invaluable for any teen girl or woman who has experienced any type of sexual sin or has the potential to experience sexual 
sin! (So yes – pretty much everyone!) 
 
Everybody Always: Becoming Love in a World Full of Setbacks and Difficult People by Bob Goff 
Anything written by Bob Goff leaves me laughing, amazed, encouraged, and wanting to be more like Jesus. If we want to become 
more like Jesus, and if Jesus is love, we need to learn to love like Jesus! In this book Bob shares his often-hilarious, personal stories and 
gives ample poignant wisdom on how to simply love like Jesus. 
 
If You Only Knew: My Unlikely, Unavoidable Story of Becoming Free by Jamie Ivey 
Jamie Ivey is one of my favorite podcasters (and now a favorite author) because she is so relatable. We don’t all have the same exact 
stories, but we can relate to feelings, struggle, and insecurity. In this book, she testifies to the freedom and victory God has given her 
and she encourages us to not be afraid of sharing our stories too. 

 
Taste and See: Discovering God Among Butchers, Bakers, & Fresh Food Makers by Margaret Feinberg 
This book (like its author) is fun, delightful, spunky, comforting, wise, and it made me want to read the Bible more intently! Margaret 
Feinberg pulls together her in-depth research of different foods in the Bible to reveal the deeper meaning of words we may sail by 
while reading the Bible. I love the “around the table” group activities and the recipes shared at the end of each chapter! 

 
Befriend: Create Belonging in an Age of Judgment, Isolation, and Fear by Scott Sauls 
Scott Sauls is most likely my second-favorite pastor! All of his books are written with biblical clarity, wisdom, and a desire to help us all 
love others the way Jesus did. In this important book, he addresses why and how we can love others who are different than us 
including (but not limited to) the poor, other races, people you can’t control, dysfunctional family members, sexual minorities, and the 
vulnerable.  
 
Messy Grace: How a Pastor with Gay Parents Learned to Love Others Without Sacrificing Conviction  
by Caleb Kaltenbach 
This is an excellent book on “accepting, but not approving of” our gay and lesbian friends! Kaltenbach’s personal story and biblical 
examples have challenged me to love everyone (in spite of their sin), and has given me some very real, practical things to do and say. 
This is a valuable book that should be on every Jesus-follower’s reading list!  
 

 


