
 

 

It’s Time to Go Back June 16,2019 
Series, “Zechariah” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Zechariah 1:1-6 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Setting 
  1.   After the return of God’s people from Babylon to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple 
   a.  Exile because they rebelled against God and did not reflect His image 
   b.  Expectation: a new beginning  
  2.   Previously, prophecies by Jeremiah that Israel’s exile would last 70 years and 

then God would return His presence to a new rebuilt temple 
   a.   Israel’s anticipation of God’s restoration is waning.  
   b.   They are losing sight of God’s promises.  
*The people of Israel were treating God in a transactional way rather than in a relational 
way. God never set out to be a businessman providing services, He set out to be a Father. 
God desires to have a living, loving relationship with those He created to be imagers. 
 B.   Purpose 
  1.   God is sovereign over all the Earth. 
   a.   Even when things look bad or out of control, God still sees and works. 
   b.   So far, the people are back in the land, but things are not progressing as 

they had anticipated. 
  2.  This sovereign God wants relationship with His imagers. 
   a.   Basic driving imperative in Zechariah is “Return to Me, says the Lord.” 
   b.   How does God encourage the people to return? 
    1)  Hope, exhorting them to obedience, and by telling them of a surprising 

provision He would make for them and us. 
    2)  The people have a history of rebellion and disobedience, but God 

continues to pursue them and calls them back. 
*Zechariah gives hope to anyone who anticipates God righting all wrongs but finds 
themselves living in a context where that feels far away. The prophet helps us see God 
and ourselves more clearly. 
II. How we got here and where we go next 
 A.  (V 1) The Lord comes to Zechariah 
  1.   Persia, under King Cyrus, defeated Babylon.  
   a.   Cyrus made a decree which allowed exiles from many conquered nations 

to return home. 
   b.   The Jews had his permission to rebuild the Temple–they managed to get as 

far as laying the foundation. 
  2.  Fast forward to the second year of King Darius’ reign in Persia. 



 

 

   a.   Darius encourages the Jews to finish the Temple (18 years after the return 
from Babylon). 

   b.   Zechariah and Haggai urged the people to take heart and take up 
rebuilding the Temple again. 

 B.   (V 2) “Angry was the Lord with your forefathers with anger.” 
*emphasis on God’s anger is unavoidable 
*OT angry God: the playground, a bully, and a passerby 
  1.   Anger - nature and experience 
   a.   Anger is corrective in nature–natural emotion that alerts us when something 

has violated the natural order of how we believe things should go. 
    1)  Broken rules: 20 items in the 10-item lane 
    2)  Things that are just not right: socks with sandals 
  2.   Anger is meant to motivate us to take action to change and restore the 

balance of right and wrong. 
*For this to happen, we must express anger for the right reasons in the right way. 
  3.   Problem: fallen, wounded people practice a destructive, retributive anger 
   a.   We, as sinful people, practice anger as a way of self-protection and 

preservation. 
    1)  Anger as a means to take control 
    2)  Anger as a defense of my own insecurities 
    3)  Anger as a numbing agent (release of hormones the brain secretes to 

numb our core hurts) 
    4)  Anger as a temporary self-empowerment (an adrenaline rush) 
    5)  Anger as a distancing mechanism (relationally so we don’t get hurt or 

bothered) 
   b.   None of these approaches characterize God’s anger in the Bible: 
    1)  God is trying to control me. 
    2)  God is afraid I might best Him. 
    3)  God is on a power trip. 
    4)  God wants us as far from Him as possible; done with us. 
   c.   God’s anger is, in its nature, opposite of how we experience human anger.  

We tend to protect ourselves and our interests where God’s anger is for 
our protection and ultimate flourishing. God’s anger is love in action! 

 C.   (Vs 3-6) Return to me; restore our relationship 
  1.   Return three times  
   a.   “I’m so angry I don’t even want to look at you.” 
   b.   The intent of God’s anger is restoration. 
    1)  Opportunity to return 
    2)  Final judgment resulting in restoration 



 

 

  2.   God will use other nations to discipline His people toward restoration. 
  3.   Results in v 6: they heard, agreed, and repented (same Hebrew word 

translated as “return” in v 3) therefore, God moved to restoration. 
III. Application 
 A.   Questions 
  1.   Me and God 
   a.   When I sin or rebel against God, do I envision His anger as pushing me 

away or pulling me near? 
   b.   Do I trust that God is all about my protection and ultimate flourishing? 
  2.   Me and others 
   a.   Who do I see myself as, the bullied, the bully, or the observer? 
   b.   We are called to be better imagers of God. Do I image God in my anger 

(restorative or retributive)? 
 


