
 

 

Dream On June 23, 2019 
Series, “Zechariah” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Zechariah 1:7-6:15 
 
I. Intro 
 A.   Review: Jonah 
 B.   Set-up 
  1.   Three months after v 6, Zechariah has a series of eight visions/dreams in one 

night 
  2.   Dreams 
   a.   Dreams have always been of particular interest for mankind over the years. 
   b.   Staff dreams  
*Zechariah experienced a night of divinely directed dreaming. Why? Because God 
wanted to communicate a message of hope to His people then and now. And I guess 
because God is anything but boring. 
II. Dream on 
 A.   God’s big plan: forgiveness, restoration, and peace 
  1.   Prerequisite for experiencing the spiritual blessings revealed in these visions is 

a genuine and wholehearted turning to the Lord. 
  2.   God always gives us hope, even in our most difficult times. 
  3.   Structure (Bible Project expanded image) 
   a.   Chiastic (abcd-dcba) 
   b.   Connection throughout these visions 
 B.   The visions 
  1.  Vision 1 (Zechariah 1:7-17) horse and rider 
   a.   Interpretation: God still sees and loves His people and will restore them. 
   b.   Insight 
    1)  God was angry with His people but the nations went too far. 
    2)  Oppressors will not get away with it 
    3)  God’s jealousy; God has chastised but not rejected 
   c.   Zechariah 1:14-15 
  2.  Vision 2 (Zechariah 1:18-21) rhinoceros horn 
   a.   Interpretation: God will defeat all competing forces–physical and spiritual  
   b.   Insight 
    1)  Horn = strength, aggression, and pride 
    2)  Four = nations of Assyria, Egypt, Babylon, Persia; or completeness (i.e. 

four winds, corners, etc.) 
    3)  The strength of nations and gods pale in comparison to the Lord           

of Hosts. 



 

 

   c.   Zechariah 1:21 
  3.   Vision 3 (Zechariah 2:1-13) tape measure 
   a.   Interpretation: God’s people will number more and be totally safe because 

of His presence 
   b.   Insight 
    1)  City doesn’t need wall because the city will be too big and the Lord 

Himself will be their “wall of fire.” 
    2)  God is far greater than anything we can devise. 
    3)  The significance of God’s dwelling (see John, “Word became flesh and 

dwelt”) 
   c.   Zechariah 2:10-11 
  4.   Vision 4 (Zechariah 3:1-10) a high priest figure 
   a.   Interpretation: God will send the great High Priest to cleanse them (and  
    us) from sin 
   b.   Insight 
    1)  The Satan (adversary) accuses Joshua of sin and unrighteousness, 

which is accurate. 
    2)  God gives Joshua new, clean clothes.  
    3)  Branch=messianic title 
   c.   Zechariah 3:8-9 
  5.   Vision 5 (Zechariah 4:1-14) candle holder 
   a.   Interpretation: Israel will become a light to the nations under the Messiah, 

the king/priest dwelling among them. 
   b.   Insight 
    1)  Nothing hidden from God’s view and no nation will miss the light of 

God through His people.  
    2)  All is accomplished by the Spirit of God not the skill of man. 
   c.  Zechariah 4:6-7 
  6.  Vision 6 (Zechariah 5:1-4) a flyer with big writing 
   a.   Interpretation: Those disobedient to God’s law and stopping God’s work 

will be judged and sentenced. 
   b.   Insight 
    1)  Scroll is the judgment on evil doers throughout the land 
    2)  Flying and open for all to read 
    3)  Judgment for those who refuse to return to the Lord 
   c.   Zechariah 5:4 
  7.   Vision 7 (Zechariah 5:5-11) basket with lid 
   a.   Interpretation: The removal of sin and purification of God’s people 
   b.   Insight 



 

 

    1)  #6 about judgment; #7 about purifying those who repent and return to 
the Lord 

    2)  Woman - wickedness and the cleansing work of the Spirit (wisdom, 
temptation, etc. in Proverbs) 

    3)  Stork (same Hebrew root for steadfast love) cleansing as a sign of grace 
   c.   Zechariah 5:6-8 
  8.   Vision 8 (Zechariah 6:1-8) horse drawn chariot  
   a.   Interpretation: God will fully and finally overcome evil and all who do not 

recognize Him as the Lord of Hosts and then the world will be at rest. 
   b.   Insight 
    1)  #1 nations at ease, God angry; #8 God is at rest and nations judged 
    2)  Four corners - completeness of God’s rule 
    3)  The North at rest 
     a.) Rival gods were said to have headquarters there. 
     b.) Direction from where all attacks came from on Israel and Judah 
   c.  Zechariah 6:5, 8 
  9.   Summary vision (Zechariah 6:9-15) cross and tomb 
   a.  Interpretation: all God’s work in humanity will be accomplished through  
    the priest/king (Jesus) 
   b.   Insight 
    1)  Temple, Joshua, priest, purification of sins 
    2)  Crown, Branch, King, rule and reign 
    3)  Zerubbabal - Luke 3:23-31 
   c.   Verse 6:15 
III. So what? 
 A.   How the universe gets “righted” 
  1.  Genesis 3:15 
“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel."” 
  2.  Matthew 27:50-54 
And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up His spirit. And behold, the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the Earth shook, and the 
rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they went 
into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion and those who were with 
Him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were 
filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 
  3.  Matthew 28:1-6a 



 

 

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake, for 
an angel of the Lord descended from Heaven and came and rolled back the stone and 
sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for fear 
of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, 
“Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus Who was crucified. He is not here, for 
He has risen.” 
  4.  Revelation 19:11-16 
Then I saw Heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes are like a 
flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems, and He has a name written that no one 
knows but Himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which He is 
called is The Word of God. And the armies of Heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and 
pure, were following Him on white horses. From His mouth comes a sharp sword with 
which to strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread 
the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On His robe and on His thigh 
He has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. 
 B.   Reality: Jesus came the first time, and He is coming again, as King over all kings, 

King of Israel, King of nations, and King of the universe. Until He comes again we 
have the opportunity to repent and return to Him and then image Him to others. 

  1.   Knowing this, how do you choose to live your life? 
  2.   We can live with the confidence that no matter what happens around us, God, 

the sovereign Lord of Hosts loves us and has called us to participate with Him. 
 


