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I. Introduction 
 A.   Connecting ch7, Celebration Sunday, and ch8 
 B.   Transformation 
  1.  The big question: Are you becoming the kind of person who is prepared to 

participate in God’s Kingdom? 
   a.  Now: as on Earth as in Heaven 
   b.  Later: at the redemption of our bodies 
  2.  Transformation so that we can not only function but participate in our reward 

(what God has prepared for us) 
II. God’s good jealousy 
 A.   Jealousy 
  1.   The human experience 
   a.   Usually exercised in an evil manner 
   b.   Self-love is usually the foundation 
   c.   Jealousy and anger seem to be very similar as expressed and  experienced 

by human beings - destructive (turns to vindictive, revenge, punishment) 
  2.   Godly jealousy 
   a.   Taught throughout the Bible 
    1)  Jealousy is typically called sin for everybody but God (1 Corinthians 3:3; 

Romans 13:13) 
for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not 
of the flesh and behaving only in a human way. (1 Corinthians 3:3) 
Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. (Romans 13:13) 
    2)  But God describes Himself as jealous (Ex 20:1-6) and we see it in a 

positive light in Paul’s letter to Corinth (2 Corinthians 11:2) 
I am the Lord your God, Who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery. You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a carved 
image, or any likeness of anything that is in Heaven above, or that is in the Earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the Earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve 
them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate Me, but showing 
steadfast love to thousands of those who love Me and keep My commandments. 
(Exodus 20:2-6) 



 

 

For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present you 
as a pure virgin to Christ. (2 Corinthians 11:2) 
   b.   Human jealousy 
    1)  Envy: selfish, about me, begins with a loss of love and ends in 

destructive anger/hatred. It is focused on my ego and pride. 
    2)  Human jealousy replaces love with anger-the human, non-restorative kind 
   c.   Godly jealousy 
    1)  Charles Spurgeon 
“God’s jealousy over His people ... presupposes His covenantal love; and this love is no 
transitory affection, accidental and aimless, but is the expression of a sovereign purpose.  
The goal of the covenant love of God is that He should have a people on Earth as long as 
history lasts, and after that should have all His faithful ones of every age with Him in 
glory. Covenant love is the heart of God’s plan for His world. The only good God is, in 
fact, a jealous God.” 
    2)  God’s jealousy is born from His love - love angered (redemptive and 

restorative) that stays love. It is not about pride but about the lost 
relationship and its restoration. 

*Love fighting extinction vs love gone extinct. (Tim Keller) 
  3.  The reality of God’s presence 
 B.   The consequences of God’s jealousy (Zechariah 8:4-23) 
  1.  The peace of God (vs 4-8) 
  2.  The strength of God (vs 9-13) 
  3.  The grace of God (vs 14-19) 
   a.  Vs 16-17 
   b.  Justice, mercy, and humility 
  4.  The salvation of God (vs 20-23) 
III. Application 
 A.   God’s jealousy and me 
  1.   What we do... 
   a.   When I love someone and am losing them, or someone I love is hurting 

themselves, I don’t just brush it off, I get angry. The problem is that 
because of my selfishness and pride, that anger can become hateful 
and destructive. 

   b.   God’s love gets angry and stays love! 
   c.   When we sin ... 
    1)  We don’t just break the rules ... 
    2)  We commit spiritual adulatory, betraying God, and breaking            

God’s heart. 
*We are called not just to obey God but to love Him exclusively! 



 

 

  2.   What God does 
   a.   I’m your God (OT - metaphorical; NT - literal) 
   b.   “I’m at your disposal.” 
    1)  Take Me away as a slave? 
    2)  Nope. You misunderstand Me. 
*But that’s exactly what Jesus did. Human love, when pressed, will kill, but God’s love, 
when pressed, will die. 
 B.   So what now? 
  1.  God has an incredible future for those who have surrendered their lives to Him.  

But, that’s not the reason to love Him–we love Him for Who He is! 
  2.   Questions to consider: 
   a.   Idolatry is when we look at anything other than God and conclude that we 

can’t live without it. Where is God jealous for you? 
   b.   How do I love God? 
    1)  Justice 
    2)  Mercy 
    3)  Humility 
 


