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I. Introduction 
 A.   Job interviews 
  1.   Memes (#1,5, 9, 29, 30) 
  2.   Reason for 
   a.   Most employers ask the same questions and there are templates for right and 

wrong answers, so what’s the point? 
   b.   It has to do with who not what. “But I’m totally qualified!” Unfortunately, it 

might not be about your ability, but who you are–your character. 
 B.   Who are we  
  1.   We are exiles–but not just any exiles. We are exiles who are called to image Jesus 

to those in the nation around us. 
  2.   Before Peter gets into our behavior, he reemphasizes who we are.  
*If we don’t get who we are accurately, then what we do won’t really matter. 
II. “Who” before “What” 
 A.   Review 
  1.   1 Peter 1:22-23 
  2.   We obey God by loving one another because we’ve been reborn into God’s family 

of exiles here on Earth. 
 B.   (1 Peter 2:1-3) Our natural tendencies and how to change them 
  1.   When in exile, there will be tons of tension with the culture around us. When we 

see ourselves as owners of the culture or as citizens, we tend to try to take it back 
or send messages of disapproval. (Strong vocal and public stands against what 
we don’t like, boycotts, rallies, social media comments and articles, have 
alternative events and structures, and call for returning to what we felt more in 
harmony with.) 

  2.   When we think of ourselves as citizens, we tend to image Jesus poorly or not at all. 
   a.   Put away ... 
    1)  Malice: enjoys other’s hurts 
    2)  Deceit: crafting truth to our benefit 
    3)  Hypocrisy: projecting one thing and doing another 
    4)  Envy: wants desperately what others have  
    5)  Slander: crafting others’ character to your benefit 
   b.  Replace with a focus and dependence on Jesus. 
*We are called to focus (long for) and depend (grow up into salvation) on Jesus. 
  3.   But why would I put away all the things I’m good at and that protect me? 
   a.   Psalm 34:8 “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who 

takes refuge in Him!” 



 

 

   b.   If, and only if, you have experienced and know that God is good 
*Do you believe that God is good? Do you believe that you’ve experienced God’s goodness? 
The rest of the passage explains, in part, God’s incredible goodness. 
 C.   (1 Peter 2:4-10) Who we are in Christ 
  1.   (Verses 4-8) Living stones, part of a living building 
   a.   Stones in a structure are important both individually and corporately 
    1)  Jenga 
    2)  It is crucial that each one of us recognizes that we are part of what Jesus is 

building here and now, and that it looks different from the surrounding 
architecture, a building from another culture. 

   b.   Spiritual sacrifices 
    1)  In particular, to live as active imagers (evangelistically), drawing attention 

to God so that people within your vicinity will join you in worshiping Him. 
    2)  Larger picture, everything that is reflective of and pleasing to God 
  2.  (Verses 9-10) A priesthood (Israel had; we are)  
   a.   Chosen, royal, holy, possessed 
    1)  Chosen: grace of God 
    2)  Royal: adopted into God’s family with all benefits 
    3)  Holy: set apart, citizens of Heaven, exiles on Earth 
    4)  People of God: we belong to God, no longer the world 
   b.   Everything has changed about “who” we are (remember the interview?) 
    1)  Once not a people, once under wrath 
    2)  Now people of God and under mercy 
*This is how God is good! He chose us despite bombing the interview, He made us part of 
His family with all the benefits that come with it, He set us apart from those still living for 
themselves, and anyone messing with us answers to Him personally! Taste and see that the 
Lord is good! 
III. Becoming who 
 A.  Conquer or separate? 
  1.   Conquerers: overthrow, make home here and build their kingdom. 
  2.   Separatists: retreat, make home here and remove selves from the foreign culture 
*The church has tried to use foreign weapons and tactics to force change in its land of exile. 
Jesus calls us to recognize who we are (exiles) and follow in His steps (image Him 
accurately) 
 B.   Questions 
  1.   Does what I say and what I do drive people away from Jesus or invite them 

toward Jesus? 
  2.   Have I recognized who I am (chosen, royal, holy, possessed) and does that inform 

what I do? 


