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I. Introduction 
 A.   Belonging 
  1.   We like being where we fit, belong, are in harmony.  
  2.   One of the things we must recognize as Jesus followers is that we don’t 

belong here. We won’t find that belonging until either we are called home to 
stand before Jesus or Jesus comes back and makes all things right. 

*not escapism and not conquest 
 B.   We know who, now we can tackle what (1 Peter 2:11-12). 
  1.   We are exiles living in a land where our mission is to be imagers of        

another place. 
   a.   Don’t give in to the way this world does things (the flesh).  
   b.   There is a daily battle in and around you that will try to confuse who you 

are and what you do. 
  2.   The #1 priority of every Jesus follower is to image Jesus (model, reflect, act in 

accordance with). 
   a.   We were re-born in order that we might live like Jesus, doing good deeds 

directing others toward God. 
   b.   Loyalty and subversion 
    1)  Loyalty: honoring so that you cannot be accurately accused of wrong 
    2)  Subversion: living in a Christ-like manner, recognizing God as sovereign 

and Christ as king 
*Now, understanding who we are, we move into what we do. 
II. The What  
 A.   Exiles and government (1 Peter 2:13-17) 
  1.   Jesus has something to say to us about President Trump and Governor Newsome. 
   a.   He has something to say about the spirit of anti-authoritarian rebellion 

prevalent in our society and in the church.  
   b.   There is a definitive way God relates to government and what it means to 

be a God-centered, Jesus follower in a pagan culture (Babylon). 
*The Bible is not a “how to take back the world” book. It is all about how to live Jesus 
through me. 
  2.   Our perspective 
   a.   “For the Lord’s sake ...” (v 13) 
    1)  Not allegiance to human institutions  



 

 

    2)  We are strangers, aliens, exiles who are also chosen, royal, holy,        
and possessed. 

    3)  Our call to submission before the government is actually the way we 
recognize God’s sovereignty. 

*Our humility toward the government reflects our obedience to God! 
   b.   The government’s role is to punish evil and praise the good. (v 14) 
    1)  Governments don’t often succeed here. 
    2)  Don’t dismiss our government though. Peter is writing to a people living 

under Roman rule, an immoral, brutal, and arrogant government! 
    3)  Don’t give the nation you are in a reason to dismiss you and label you 

rightly. (v 15) 
   c.   We belong to God, not the US government. (v16) 
    1)  We submit in freedom for the sake of Jesus. 
    2)  Martin Luther, “A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to no 

one. A Christian is (also) a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.” 
*Freed by God to serve in the land of our exile 
  3.   Our behavior (v 17) 
   a.   To all: basic respect and honor 
   b.   To the Gospel Community: Love (honest, patient, kind) 
   c.   To God: reverence, obedience, surrender 
   d.   To government: honor and respect  
*Why? Because you agree with them? No. Because you are reflecting a different way to 
live (an unusual building) and are assured of God’s sovereignty and plan 
 B.   Exiles and society (1 Peter 2:18-25) 
  1.   Christianity cannot be an attachment or a “boost” to or in your life. Following 

Jesus radically changes my life and behavior. 
  2.   Two issues 
   a.   Justifying my anger by the wrongs done to me (us) 
   b.   My need to grow in God’s grace 
  3.   Christian exiles 
   a.  ... are submissive with all respect to their masters (unpack this). (v 18) 
   b.  … endure sorrow when they suffer unjustly. (v 19) 
   c.  ... do good even when they suffer for it because of Jesus (vs 20-21) 
   d.  ... do not return evil for evil; when berated or hated they don’t pay back or 

threaten because of Jesus (vs 23-25) 
  4.   Hard? Yes. How we move forward 
   a.   Unnoticed good 
    1)  Hurt from not being noticed for good 
    2)  Parents, teachers, friends, employers, etc. 



 

 

    3)  Remember and trust. Matthew 6:4, 6, 18, “Your Father Who sees in 
secret will reward you.” 

   b.   Rejected good 
    1)  Our good is rejected, twisted, criticized, or persecuted (usually by the 

world, but also from other believers!) 
    2)  Trust God that He will act according to His promises for your good, He 

will reward and avenge! (Romans 12:19-20) 
 C.   Exiles and family (1 Peter 3:1-7) 
  1.   Family structure in the 1st century placed the man of the house (the husband) 

as the ultimate authority who was to be reflected in all of his beliefs and 
values. If not, there would be punishment. 

*The theme that’s been developing for us as Jesus followers is that submission is a 
Christian virtue for all Jesus followers to peruse in order to influence for Christ’s Kingdom 
as exiles. 
  2.   A wife of an unbelieving husband (again, she had no power or authority) 
   a.   “Your own husband” - not a gender divide here, it is relationally based 
   b.   Hope leading to fearlessness (vs 5-6) 
    1)  Hope in God, not husband or looks, etc. Hope in God’s provision        

and promises 
    2)  Because of that hope, there is a fearless tenacity that you can 

confidently live by. This leads to ... 
   c.   A unique kind of submission. 
    1)  This submission is the divine calling of a wife to honor and affirm her 

husband’s leadership and help carry it through according to her gifts 
but will never follow him into sin. 

    2)  “I am grieved by your decision/behavior, but Christ is my king.” Then do 
what is right. 

  3.   A believing husband (v 7) 
   a.   Jesus or not, he had all the power and authority and little if any 

accountability. 
   b.   Understand and honor 
    1)  Understand everything; her, her feelings, hopes, dreams, fears, calling, etc. 
    2)  Honor: her as an equal in Christ, yet distinct in role 
    3)  Why? Heir with you in the grace of life 
    4)  Consequence: your intimacy with God; you are no different positionally 

than an unbeliever 
III. Now what? 
 A.   Why who before what? 



 

 

  1.   If you and I are not humbly surrendered to Jesus, recognizing that our position 
in this world is that of an exile, then we cannot do what He calls us to do. 

  2.   In order to walk a very fine line between loyalty and subversion, we need to 
first be totally surrendered to the Holy Spirit. 

 B.   Challenge: You Pick 3 
  1.   Panera 
  2.   What one thing are you going to change today in how you relate to ... 
   a.   The government? 
   b.   The society? 
   c.   Your family? 


