
 

 

Exiles, Take Heart September 15, 2019 
Series, “Exile” Pastor Travis Edgerton 
1 Peter 4:5-6, 12-19 
 
I.  Introduction: This week, as I studied, I came across many stories of Christians 

suffering for their faith. One man, a Chinese pastor living on the border between 
China and North Korea, would meet people from North Korea, just past the border in 
the mountains and illegally tell them about Jesus. He brought hundreds to Christ 
before He was arrested and executed. 
A. But I noticed that none of the stories of suffering for Jesus I read were from the 

United States. It could leave you thinking, “People in America don’t suffer for 
Jesus. Why even talk about it?” 
1. First of all, that’s not true. People are mistreated because of Jesus in America.  

Maybe not to the same extent as in other places, but let me remind you of 
Jesus words in Luke 16 … trusted with little, trusted with much. 

2. For the most part, suffering in America means loss of respect– your reputation 
suffers because your beliefs are seen as quaint and exclusive, or backward or 
just plain superstitious. 

B. But everything that Peter is teaching us can be scaled to ANY level of suffering, 
from losing your reputation, all the way to losing your life. The degree of suffering 
isn’t the main point, it’s your faithfulness to Jesus THROUGH it.  
1. And if we aren’t able to suffer well with the minor stuff, how are we to know 

that we’ll suffer well when the stakes are higher? And believe me–one day in 
America, they will be. 

2. In the first half of chapter 4, Peter has guided our outward response to 
suffering. In the second half (which we’re tacking verses 4-6 on to) he is now 
directing our inward response. How am I supposed to think and feel about this? 

3. And in doing this, he addresses some very REAL and DIFFICULT feelings we’ll 
have: Surprise, resenting the injustice, shame, doubt, desire for revenge. 

II. 1 Peter 4:4-6 
4 With respect to this they are surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of 
debauchery, and they malign you; 5 but they will give account to Him Who is ready to judge 
the living and the dead. 6 For this is why the Gospel was preached even to those who are 
dead, that though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the Spirit the 
way God does.  

A. There are people in this world who mock the Christian view of death and yet 
rejoice in their own view of death. 



 

 

1. I once heard a very popular commentator and podcaster refer to Christians as 
people who follow a “Jewish zombie.” They said we’ve made up this fairy tale 
about a man raising from the dead, “As if that could happen.” 

2. The church that Peter was writing to was being mocked that they believed in 
eternal life through a crucified peasant named Jesus. The question was being 
asked, “Why bother teaching your people all of this stuff if they still die?” 

3. People were saying, “At least for us, when we die, that’s the end and if we 
make it through life unscathed, what more could happen to me?” 

B. Peter’s point here is that when people hear the Gospel and believe in Jesus, 
though they die, that is not the end.  It was not a waste for them to hear this 
Gospel, because there is a Judge who will handle their case after they die. 
1. And death, for those who don’t believe, is not an escape from the Judge as if 

He could only pass sentence while you’re living. He’s able to judge those who 
have died. 

2. And for those who DO trust Jesus, there is spiritual life after death. 
C. So how are we supposed to process this reality INTERNALLY? “Don’t lose any 

sleep over injustice done to you, there will be none in the end”- John Piper 
D. In no way is Peter encouraging Christians to gloat over those who mock them. In 

fact, in 1 Peter 2:12, his heart for the church is that we live in such a way that 
unbelievers see the goodness of God and trust Him too! 
1. It’s just that Peter knows the built-in desire for justice in every human heart.  

Unless something is really off in us, we can’t see injustice and just shrug.  
Something inside of us hungers for wrongs to be made right.   

2. This is proof that you were made in God’s image. 
E. But our response is not to gloat in judgement, it is to TRUST the Judge. Are you 

praying? Are you loving? 
III. 1 Peter 4:12-13 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share 
Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when His glory is revealed. 

A. He says, “Do not be surprised.” 
 1. Uses same word as verse 4 when he says that unbelievers are “surprised 

when you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery.” 
2. THEY are surprised when you don’t join but you should NOT be surprised 

when you get mocked for it. Anticipate this! 
B. I can’t help but imagining that as Peter penned this verse, his mind wandered 

back to that day 30 years before when he sat on the slope of a grassy hill in Israel 
listening to his master and friend, Jesus, say these words: 

 



 

 

IV. Matthew 5:10-12 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on My account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in Heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

A. At the very inception of Jesus’ work on this Earth, His call to follow Him included 
the reality of what we might suffer for it, so we should never be surprised. It 
should not seem strange. 

B. For American Christians, I think our flinch reaction to being mistreated is typically 
to retaliate. Because in America, Christianity had been so favored since the 
beginning of our country, it can be hard for us to accept that suffering for Jesus is 
normative, or that it is not strange in this upside-down world for a Christian to be 
mistreated. God is asking us to prepare for suffering and NOT be surprised by it 
so that we don’t flinch ourselves into a defensive reaction. 
1. There’s a reason that the nurse tells you to “hold still” before she gives you the 

flu shot. If you don’t know it’s coming and you flail your arm because you’re 
surprised, both she and you are in trouble. 

2. Mae broke her wrist because of surprise. 
C. And what’s even harder is to do what Peter writes in verse 13: Rejoice! 
D. But look at why Peter says to rejoice in suffering now:  
 1. “… that you may also rejoice and be glad when His glory is revealed” 

2. What is Peter referring to (Jesus’ glory being revealed)? He’s saying that Jesus 
WILL return. 

E. Those who trust Jesus NOW and are willing to endure suffering NOW for Jesus’ 
sake, will ALSO share in Jesus’ victory and glory THEN.  
1. Reminds me of watching Charlotte walk through six pregnancies. Of all the 

“natural” things that I’ve seen on this Earth, pregnancy is the most unnatural.  
The things I’ve seen my wife go through. “Why are you so happy?!?!?!?” 

2. She rejoiced through the pain NOW because she had the binoculars up to her 
eyes and saw what would be THEN: A beautiful baby girl. 

F. Friend, if you’re suffering now because of Jesus, REJOICE!   
1. This is proof that a down payment has been made on your behalf for an 

unfathomable, eternal reward. 
2. This is exactly what Peter means in the next verse: 

V. 1 Peter 4:14 
14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory 
and of God rests upon you.  
 



 

 

A. I think so many of us have this internal struggle: “I’m trying to follow Jesus with all 
my heart but things just don’t turn out in my favor. Why does so much stuff in my 
life go wrong?” 
1. If that’s a question you’ve asked in those dark moments of your life, TAKE 

HEART! You are not alone, and this is not evidence that God has abandoned you.   
2. In fact it’s quite the opposite. If you’re experiencing hardship as you run after 

Jesus, this is evidence that His Spirit is WITH YOU. 
B. Now, Peter also wants to make sure that certain people don’t get the wrong 

impression: 
VI. 1 Peter 4:15 
15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler.  

A. If I may take a few liberties with translating the Greek for this verse, Peter is 
saying: “Don’t do dumb stuff and then blame Jesus for it.” 

B. Not all suffering is a sign that you’re following Jesus. Sometimes it’s because you 
did something evil, unloving, or selfish and you’re getting what you earned! 

C. The first two things he lists here (murderer, thief) aren’t too surprising.  But what 
about the third? (meddling) 
1. The word Peter uses is made up from three other words: (others, overseer, 

looking intently) words that give the impression of a person who intently looks 
into the affairs of others and thinks they have a right to tell them what to do.  
So the overall sense it gives is a “busybody” or a “meddler,” a snoop who 
spies, gossips, and bosses around. 

2. Oh the wisdom of God, that He would write something 2,000 years ago that is 
so profoundly applicable to American Christians today! 

D. “Why does everyone hate me? I guess I’m just suffering for Jesus.” 
1. Or, maybe it’s because we can be aggressive, rude, and ignorant to the fact 

that our perspective isn’t the only one. Just because you have a Bible doesn’t 
mean you understand it. And just because you have “truth” doesn’t mean you 
have the wisdom to communicate it well. “I just tell it like I see it.”  But do you 
“love people like God sees people?” 

2. TRUTH spoken without love, in pride or in anger is sub-TRUTH. It is not telling 
the whole story. Because the TRUTH of God must be validated by the LOVE of 
God. And vice-versa. 

E. Peter now jumps back to suffering, but he moves to a different realm of its effect 
on Christians: Shame. 

VII. 1 Peter 4:16 
16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in 
that name. 



 

 

A. Peter acknowledges the shame that may be associated with taking on the name 
“Christian.” 

 1. One who believes that a Jewish peasant Who was crucified as a criminal is 
actually the King of the World. 

2. How easy it was (and still is) to mock Christians for their beliefs. 
B. But Peter reassures the church that if they suffer because of their association with 

a crucified King, that they need not be ashamed. Why? Verses 17-18 
VIII. 1 Peter 4:17-18 
17 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, 
what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the Gospel of God? [quoting 
Proverbs 11:31]18 And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the 
ungodly and the sinner?” 

A. Peter believes that shame for following Jesus is nullified because God, as the 
judge, will have the last word. 
1. The judgment that Peter talks about here is a broad term that boils down to 

evaluating. 
a. Right now, this world is judging (evaluating) Jesus’ family (us) as people 

who are backwards, ignorant fools who are missing out on life. So right 
now, in this upside-down world, is the time that the house of God must 
endure judgment. 

b. And God USES this persecution as a refining experience for His people. 
c. Remember verse 1? “Whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from 

sin …” 
1) Suffering for Jesus is unjust but it is also a gift if received in faith.  
2) “Pain insists upon being attended to. God whispers to us in our 

pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain: it is His 
megaphone to rouse a deaf world. ” C. S. Lewis. “The Problem of Pain.” 

d. And so unjust evaluation from the world is translated by our Father into 
just evaluation by Him.   

 1) It unveils and unmasks the sin and brokenness that still lurks in the 
hearts of His children.  

 2) It draws it to the surface to be put to death. 
e. So rejoice that your suffering is like surgery that, though extremely painful, 

is God’s scalpel to remove that which is poisoning and killing you. 
2. But, this is not the end of the story. The end of the story is that God Himself 

will judge (evaluate) those who are rebellious against the Kingship of Jesus 
(this is the “Gospel of God”) 
a. Jesus is the King whether or not people recognize it. Rejecting Him is 

choosing judgment. God, Who is just, will evaluate/judge, every person 



 

 

who has lived. The criteria for His judgment will be, “Did you surrender to 
my Son, King Jesus, Who died for you so that you could be invited into My 
family and be with Us forever?” 

b. And God will respect the decision of those who reject this kind offer. He 
will not force them to be with Jesus forever.   

B. And Peter quotes Proverbs in such a brilliant and profound way, again, as a 
counter-balance to the temptation we might have to judgmentally gloat in the 
judgment God will bring: “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of 
the ungodly and the sinner?” 
1. In one fell swoop, He utilizes Old Testament Scripture as the foundation of His 

warning of judgment for the world, while at the same time, He fights against 
the pride or heart of retaliation that could so easily well up in the heart of a 
believer who is being persecuted. 

2. This quote says that the “righteous is scarcely saved …” 
a. This is a reminder to these suffering Jesus followers that they were once on 

the other side. Yes, they have been made righteous because of Jesus, but 
what a close call! We all could have so easily stayed in our rebellion if it 
weren’t for the miraculous work of God drawing our hearts to Him. 

b. So, even though a believer is persecuted for their faith in Jesus, there is no 
justification to wish evil upon your persecutor. Or have you forgotten that 
you were saved OUT of that same way of life? 

c. Our desire should be that every person who is now far from God would see 
the love of God through us and join His family – even those who mock us now. 

IX. 1 Peter 4:19 
19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful 
Creator while doing good.  

A. Why does Peter refer to God as “Creator”? This is the only time in this book that 
Peter refers to God in this way. 
1. It seems that he is hyperlinking back to Genesis 1, where God creates man 

and then declares that man is “very good.” 
2. Then, God blesses man with the mission to fill the Earth and rule over it as 

God’s image. In other words, keep increasing the good that God has created. 
3. Peter refers to God as Creator to cause our minds to explode with the images 

of our original design: imagers of God who only ever fill the Earth with God’s 
goodness. 

B . So at the same moment that we trust God with the suffering we experience and 
the judgment that is to come, we don’t respond to the suffering with retaliation or 
even idly waiting for it to be over.   



 

 

C. Our response to suffering is: Expect it, rejoice because of it, don’t be ashamed by 
it, learn to trust through it and image God in response to it. 

X. Discussion questions: 
A. Share together how you experience suffering for Jesus. Any scale is ok! 
B. How do you typically react when you experience mistreatment? 
C. How do you WANT to respond when this happens? What is your gameplan to 

image God well when you’re mistreated? 
D. Sometimes our flinch reactions form into flinch patterns. Hope Found is starting 

on September 19, 6:30 pm in the Pavilion. 
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GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

1 
Describe a time in your life when you had a major health scare, a severe car accident or 
something that was a pivot point in your life. What did that experience teach you about what 
matters in life and maybe what doesn’t matter that much? 

 
Sometimes, when we go through a hard circumstance, we come out the other end having gained more 
clarity about the value of life or what is most important. In the same way, someone who has experienced 
hardship because of their surrender and trust in Jesus may attain a new kind of clarity. They see more 
sharply the kind of world that sin produces, and they know that they are done with it. And they see, far more 
gloriously, that God’s will is the only thing worth following. It is not pleasant to be persecuted. But if/when it 
happens, you can see it as a road sign telling you that you are on the right path, and that may make all the 
difference. 
 
Last week, Peter answered the question “How should my OUTWARD response be to the hardship I 
experience because I follow Jesus?” How we respond outwardly has a ton of influence on who we are 
becoming inwardly. That is the focus this week. Let’s dig in and seek to apply this to our lives this week. 
 
QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time or that 
caught your attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
 

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the 
sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted 
because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 If 
you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a 
meddler.16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear 
that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it begins with us, what 
will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And, “If it is hard for the 
righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 19 So then, those who suffer 
according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. 

 
Why would Peter have wanted the Christians to not be surprised by sufferings for their 
trust in Jesus? Why would he want them to rejoice – and how is that even possible?  

1 Someone read 1 Peter 4:12-19. 

EXILES, TAKE HEART! 
1 PETER 4:12-19 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2019 | PASTOR TRAVIS EDGERTON 
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In 1 Peter 3:14-22, Peter explains why those who “suffer for what is right” are 
blessed. In v 14, he explains why those who are “insulted because of the name of 
Christ” are blessed.   

 
What do you think it means to suffer “because of the name of Christ”? 
 

The Old Testament reflects a pattern of God’s people drawing near to God, becoming 
complacent and drifting away from Him, and His bringing judgment on them to try to 
persuade them to return to Him once again. Peter recognized this pattern and foresaw 
the suffering believers were encountering as a tool God would use to bring about 
purification and refinement in their lives. 

 
What other instances in the Bible can you think of when God used those who were not 
His people in an effort to bring about repentance and purification among His people? 
 
Why does Peter encourage Christians, who suffer because of their trust in Jesus, to 
“commit themselves to their faithful creator” and “continue to do good” in v. 19?  
 
Why might Peter have referred to God as “faithful Creator” at this point? 

 
LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 In what areas of your life do you have difficulty trusting the faithful Creator by doing  
what is good. 

 
2 Share together how you experience suffering for Jesus… any scale is ok! 

 
3 How do you typically react when you experience mistreatment? 

 

4 How do you WANT to respond when this happens? What is your game plan to image God  
well when you’re mistreated? 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Pray that God would help you to humbly accept whatever suffering comes our way because of our trust and 
surrender to Him. Ask God to teach you to have a rejoicing attitude and to help you glorify Him in those 
moments of suffering. Thank God for always being faithful in everything you experience on a daily basis. 
 
NEXT WEEK’S MESSAGE SCRIPTURE 
1 PETER 5 
Prepare for next week’s message and group discussion by reading through this passage a few times this 
week and write down any insights or questions you have before meeting with your home group. 
 
PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week. 
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion or to hit on all the 
questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content 
from the guide you feel will help your group grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom and 
guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
COMMENTARY 

 
1 PETER 4:12-19 
 
4:12. Four times this section uses the words “suffering” or “suffer,” and this verse talks about the painful trial. 
This phrase could be read as “the painful trial that burns among you.” The original readers would hear this as 
martyrdom by being burned at the stake. It could describe the fact that followers of Jesus in the city of Rome 
(where Peter wrote this letter) were being dragged from their families, dipped in tar, and used as living torches to 
light the gardens of Nero. At the very least, Peter described experiences of pain comparable to the pain of being 
burned with fire, though his definition of these trials remains deliberately vague. 
 
4:13. Again, the believer should not be surprised at this. Our suffering is the same kind of thing that Christ 
received, and therefore, in some sense, suffering is an indication of the believers’ identification with Christ. 
Believers participate in the suffering of Christ. “Participate” is taken from the familiar word “koinoneo,” “to share 
or fellowship with someone.” How does this work? Think of it this way: Your closest friends are those with whom 
you have suffered and hurt. As you stumble and crawl through pain together, you grow together as friends. 
 
4:14. This verse mentions a specific kind of suffering: if you are insulted because of the name of Christ. “Insulted” 
means “to be abused or slandered.” It pictures unjustified denunciations being hurled against the believer. The 
Christian who suffers these kinds of abuses is uniquely blessed of God because the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests on you. This refers to the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit within those who are believers in Jesus 
Christ. “Rests” indicates that the Holy Spirit is within the believer continually to refresh and to strengthen. At any 
moment we can draw on the Spirit of God. Especially in moments of crisis and suffering, God’s Spirit is available 
to strengthen and refresh the believer. 
 
4:15. This verse offers a disclaimer or clarification regarding the suffering Christian’s experience. Believers should 
not rejoice in certain kinds of pain and suffering and should not consider themselves blessed to be a part of such 
suffering. In these cases, even the staunchest believer should not look for the refreshment and strength of the 
Holy Spirit. Those sufferings are detailed with four descriptive phrases. Murderer or thief or any other kind of 
criminal form one group and should be taken literally. They refer to breaking the laws of society and suffering the 
consequences of those actions. When that happens, the believer is not to say, “I am suffering for Jesus’ sake or 
for the sake of righteousness.” You are not. You are suffering because you broke the law. 
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The fourth term may be the real concern: meddler. This refers to Christians who stick their noses into situations 
where they have no business. Words like “agitator,” “disrupter,” or “troublemaker” give the proper sense of the 
term meddler. By interfering in the lives of others, a meddler disrupts the peace and harmony of the local church 
and community. 
 
Everyone has had experience with such meddlesome people. They stick their nose in, get caught, and get called 
on the carpet. Invariably they respond, “They are just picking on me because I am a Christian,” or, “I am just 
suffering for the Lord.” Scripture says, “Call it whatever you want, but you are not suffering on behalf of Jesus 
Christ; you are suffering because of your own meddling behavior.” If you are behaving this way, stop your 
negative behavior. 
 
4:16. Legitimate suffering for the name of Christ is again mentioned in this verse in direct contrast to the behavior 
pattern described in the previous verse. Christian appears only three times in the New Testament, but in each 
case it identifies the true followers of Jesus. Peter connected this name with true and valuable suffering. Some 
readers were suffering because of their faithful identification with Jesus Christ through their lifestyle choices or 
their verbal testimony. Faithfulness to Christ will produce suffering and persecution. The reverse also seems to be 
true: a lack of persecution in a believer’s life may suggest a less-than-faithful lifestyle and testimony. 
 
4:17–18. These two verses, although somewhat connected to verse 16, are better understood in their connection 
to the entire paragraph, beginning with verse 12. For the believer in Jesus Christ, trials and sufferings can have a 
positive impact. They have a refining and purifying purpose. Verse 17 develops this idea by suggesting that trials, 
in the form of persecution, have redemptive value for the believer, even when seen as the judgment of God in the 
life of the believer.  
 
A quotation from Proverbs 11:31 reinforces this point from the perspective of the unbeliever. Unbelievers, unlike 
the followers of Christ, are not a part of the refining judgment of God. The judgment they face is judicial; it takes 
the form of punishment. When Jesus Christ returns, they will face the fire of his anger in judgment. 
 
4:19. This is not the destination of the believer who receives quick reassurance of his or her connection to God in 
this verse. In this one verse the teaching of the entire letter of 1 Peter could be summarized. Believers do not 
suffer accidentally or because of irresistible forces of blind fate. Rather, they suffer according to God’s will. This 
should be enough for his followers to commit themselves to God. “Commit” means “to entrust yourself for safe 
keeping.” Believers are in good hands, not with a human insurance agency, but with an all-loving and faithful God 
who has cared for us from the beginning. He asks us to commit ourselves to [our] faithful Creator. 
 
The combination of “faithful” and “Creator” reminds us of God’s love and power, even in the midst of suffering 
and pain. God created the world, and he has faithfully ordered it and sustained it since the creation. Because we 
know that he is faithful, we can count on him to fulfill his promises to us. If he can oversee the forces of nature, 
certainly he can see us through the trials we face. 
 
The committed believer can obey the final injunction of this paragraph: and continue to do good. This means 
doing those things God views as good. The believers to whom Peter addressed these words had not rejected 
their Christian faith. They had not stopped living out their faith. Perhaps they were beginning to feel weary and to 
weaken in their resolve. They needed encouragement to depend on God’s care & the will to keep on keeping on. 
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