
 

 

Divide and Conquer: Our History                                                                    September 29, 2019 
Peace over rights but righteousness over peace                                          Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Series, “Let’s Talk” 
Matthew 5:9 
 
I. Introduction 
 A. “All for one and one for all, united we stand divided we fall.” 
  1. Quote from Three Musketeers by Alexandre Dumas  

 2. Basic truth: everyone knows that unity and peace are always better than division 
and hostility. 

 B. Unfortunate reality: the world runs on division 
  1. Short history of war 
   a. An active conflict that has claimed more than 1,000 lives 
   b. In 3,400 years, humanity has been at peace for 268 of them (92% at war; 8% at 

peace) 
  2. 2016 election – the most in your face division polarization 
   a. Shock, horror, delight; a “gulf of mutual bafflement” 
   b. Recent poll: 8 of 10 Americans say our country is mainly or totally divided 
   c. Maybe the silver lining is that we overwhelmingly agree we are divided… 
  3. The “small” stuff… 
   a. Arms or no arms 
   b. Carnivore or vegan (see recent social media frenzy) 
   c. Traditional or modern 
   d. Home school or public school or private school 
   e. Reese’s Pieces or peanut butter M&M’s 
*Almost everything we encounter demands us to declare a “side” and when we do, we are 
automatically perceived as standing against the other in totality. 
*Over the next few weeks we are going to be looking at how our culture is set on polarizing 
people and setting them against each other and how this is even prevalent in the church! And 
we’ll compare that to what Jesus says.  
II. It’s our nature 

A. Paul Bloom, psychologist at Yale University, is professor of psychology and cognitive 
science. 

1. Recently interviewed about why human beings do terrible things to each other – from 
genocide to shaming… 

2. Many blame the cruelty and division around us on the dehumanization of others. He 
believes that’s not entirely wrong, but it’s also incomplete.   

3. Argues, “A lot of the cruelty we do is because we do recognize the humanity of the 
other person.” 

4. “We see people as blameworthy, as morally responsible, as themselves cruel, as not 
giving us what we deserve, as taking more than they deserve. And so, we treat them 
horribly precisely because we see them as moral human beings. It is central to who 
we are.” 

 B. Paul Bloom is actually describing the Fall in Genesis 3. 
  1. Gen 3:5 
“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 
  2. Like God… 
   a. People are blameworthy 
   b. People are morally responsible to God as author of life 
 



 

 

   c. God deserves all, we take/want more than we deserve (yet he gives us more – 
grace) 

  3. Sin 
   a. Includes but goes far beyond doing bad things to each other… 
   b. Sin is any feeling, or thought, or speech, or action that comes from a heart that 

does not treasure God over all other things - a heart that prefers anything above God. 
   c. This is the foundation of why we are divided - we all treasure ourselves (plus all 

kinds of other things) and are hell bent on protecting what we want. 
*Paul Bloom concludes, “We need a culture less obsessed with power and honor and more 
concerned with mindfulness and dignity.’ That’s just another way of saying we need to 
“humble ourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may 
exalt you.” 
III. Laying the foundation 

A. Matthew 5:9 - Peacemaker; sons of God 
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” 

1. Not about how to become sons, but that sons of God are, in fact, peacemakers 
(Jn 1:12; Gal 3:26 - how we become) 

“But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God,” (John 1:12 ESV) 
“for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.” (Galatians 3:26 ESV) 
  2. Peace is a defining characteristic of God 
   a. God is a God of peace (Rm 16:20; 1 Thes 5:23; Heb 13:20) 
“The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you.” (Romans 16:20) 
“Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and 
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 
5:23) 
“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant,” (Hebrews 13:20) 
   b. God is a peacemaker (2 Cor 5:19; Col 1:20) 
“that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.” (2 Corinthians 5:19) 
“and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 
peace by the blood of his cross.” (Colossians 1:20) 
*God is a peace-loving and peacemaking God at his own expense. What God loves; we love.  
What God pursues; we pursue. 
*God’s children are willing to make sacrifices for peace the way God did. 
 B. Matthew 5:43-47 

1. Peacemaking is all the acts of love by which we try to overcome the enmity between 
us and other people 

  2. Two examples: 
   a. Pray for those who persecute you or your freedoms (v44) 
   b. Starve grudges (v47) 
    1) ignoring and avoiding is the way of the world 
    2) Jesus builds bridges and pursues reconciliation - the idea of genuine greeting! 
*Note: being a peacemaker is not necessarily a peace-achiever.   
 -Peacemaker longs for, works for, and sacrifices for peace.  Even if peace doesn’t come… 
 -Rom 12:18 - just don’t let it be your fault 
  3. What if honoring God causes division? 
   a. Matthew 10:34-39 



 

 

    1) There are things that are not only worth but require division over 
    2) Love and work for peace.  Pray for enemies, do good, and greet all and long for  

barriers to fall 
3) But, never abandon your allegiance to God and His Word no matter the 

animosity it brings 
   b. Matthew 5:10 - persecuted after peace 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.” 
    1) Righteousness cannot be compromised to make peace with persecutors 
    2) James 3:17 - “pure then peaceable…” 
“But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy 
and good fruits, impartial and sincere.” 
*peace over rights; righteousness over peace 
*The primary way Jesus followers take a stand is through sacrifice - moral majority or Cory Ten 
Boom? 
IV. Prayer and greeting beats division 
 A. But look at how bad the world is… Jesus isn’t saying that we act this way today?? 
  1. Luke 13:1-5 - tell story 

a. Jesus took a major social, moral, and political outrage of injustice and turned it into 
a call for personal repentance. 

b. For Jesus, the eternal destiny of a human soul is a weightier matter, a far bigger 
issue, than the temporal destiny of a nation. 

2. Blessed are you when you pray for enemies and greet opponents with love and 
sacrifice like your heavenly Father for the reconciliation of people to God and each 
other. 

 B. Questions 
1. As you think about the division and polarization of people around you, what role is 

God calling you to fill to usher in His Kingdom? 
  2. Of the issues you draw lines over, which ones are actually lines Jesus would draw? 
  3. When you do see wrong in the world around you, what does Jesus want you  to do? 
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GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 
Everyone knows that unity and peace are always better than division and hostility. The unfortunate reality is 
that the world runs on division. Everywhere we look, people are pushing others to take sides. As Matt 
shared on Sunday, war has been a large part of our world’s history. Elections pit neighbor against neighbor, 
or in some cases, family members against each other. There is even division over what or how we should 
eat. Jesus, on the other hand, has a much larger view over the things that temporarily divide us. Over the 
next few weeks, we are going to be looking at how our culture is set on polarizing people and setting them 
against each other and how this is even prevalent in the church! Let’s talk about this from a Biblical 
perspective so we can align ourselves with Jesus! 
 
QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time or that 
caught your attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. (Matt 5:9) 
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God. (Jn 1:12) 
for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. (Gal 3:26) 
 

What do these verses tell us about God’s character? What do these verses say about us, 
as followers of Jesus and our identity in Him?  

 
 
 

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’44 But I say to 
you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father 
who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on 
the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors 
do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not 
even the Gentiles do the same? 

 
What does the type of love Jesus calls for here involve? What does this kind of love  
cost us? 
 

1 
What do you and your family tend to argue about most often? What motivates you and your 
family to argue about these things? 

1 Someone read Matthew 5:9, John 1:12, and Galatians 3:26. 

2 Someone read Matthew 5:43-47. 
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What was our status with God before we became a Christian? (Romans 5:10) If God did 
not love His enemies would there be any Christians? 
 
What point is Jesus making in Matthew 5:46-47? Why would Jesus’ point be so galling 
and insulting to the Jews?  
 

LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 As you think about the division and polarization of people around you, what role is God calling 
you to fill to usher in His Kingdom? 

 
2 Of the issues you draw lines over, which ones are actually lines Jesus would draw? 

 
3 When you see wrong in the world around you, what does Jesus want you to do? 

 

4 
In light of everything we talked about tonight, what is one thing you need to STOP doing to be 
more in line with Jesus in how we love others, especially with those who are difficult to love? 
What is one thing you should START doing? 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Ask God to give us His wisdom so we don’t get sucked into the mentality of being divided across lines that 
this world draws for us. Pray for each other and for our church family to be in-line with Jesus. 
 
NEW SERIES STARTS NEXT WEEK! 
 
“LET’S TALK” – Divide & Conquer Panel Discussion 
Next week, we will give you a few questions to discuss and then take the rest of your time together to check 
in with each other and have an extended time of prayer together. Feel free to break out as guys and ladies 
for prayer or to stay together for that time. 
 
PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Discussion Guide 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion or to hit on all the 
questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content 
from the guide you feel will help your group grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom and 
guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
COMMENTARY 

 
MATTHEW 5:43-47 
 

Jesus’ last example of the “righteousness [that] exceeds” (Matt. 5:20) is one of the most challenging teachings He ever 
gave. Jesus quoted a Scripture His audience knew. You shall Love your neighbor (see Lev. 19:18, and later Jesus called 
it the second most important command, Matt. 22:39). Here Jesus included an additional part of the saying people knew 
but which had no basis in Scripture. The command to hate your enemy was a perversion of the command to love one’s 
neighbors. Yet because we find it easy to despise our enemies, we can understand why religious people of Jesus’ day 
thought it right to hate their enemies. 
 
Jesus’ understanding of the command to love your neighbor was to put no limits on who one’s neighbors are. 
Neighbors include even our enemies and persecutors. Thus Jesus expanded the command by saying love your enemies. 
The verb love is a form of the famous Greek noun agape, meaning a high, pure, sacrificial concern and kindness to the 
one loved. Jesus added a specific example of love for enemies: pray for those who persecute you. We are to ask God’s 
blessing on those who wish us ill. If they do not know God’s salvation, we are to ask that they come to Christ. 
 
Jesus provided an outstanding reason for going to such extremes: such great love shows we belong to the family of a 
Father in heaven who showers love and blessing on those who despise Him. The examples Jesus gave of God’s love for 
His enemies are the daily rising of the sun and the seasonal arrival of the rain. The benefits of the natural creation aren’t 
limited to the good or the righteous. Wicked persons enjoy the same natural blessings as the most pious saints. 
 
In verses 46-47, Jesus asked two rhetorical questions. Each has an obvious answer, which Jesus then extended with an 
expansion question. The first question is, If you love those who love you, what reward do you have? The obvious 
answer is “No reward is given for doing what comes naturally.” The Greek verb forms for love here also relate to the 
noun agape as in verse 43. This shows that even lost people can have a sacrificial concern for others as long as there’s 
a mutual expectation involved. Jesus’ follow-up question is, Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And the 
obvious answer is yes. Thieves often look out for other thieves. 
 
The second question is, If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? The obvious answer is 
“Nothing.” Social interaction comes pretty natural when we’re with friends and family. Jesus’ “expansion question” is 
Do not even the Gentiles do the same? The obvious answer again is yes. Thus even in such mundane matters as day-
to-day social interchange, Christ’s followers may have opportunity to express love that goes beyond the ordinary. 


