
 

 

Money (That’s What I Want) October 20, 2019 
Series, “Let’s Talk” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
1 Timothy 6:6-10 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.  The American obsession 
  1.  Critique everybody else’s spending habits 
   $28,000 wedding, “$28,000 on a wedding is absurd! Most weddings end in 

divorce anyway.” 
  2.   Psychology of judging others: sum it up, we want to feel better/superior to 

others by making them seem worse and excusing or ignoring the things that 
we reflect in them. 

*This is purely emotional and not a rational process. Notice how this connects back to 
division as the fuel of our culture. 
 B.   Preachers n sneakers 
  1.   Instagram this past spring/summer 
  2.   Tyler Jones (alias): sneaker buyer/seller; Jesus follower; wife works at a church 
  3.   Seeing connection between fashion and high-profile pastors 
  4.   Tongue in cheek–every possible reaction 
  5.   Asked, what would Jesus wear? “Open-toed Birkenstocks” 
  6.   One pastor’s response, “Wanna know what’s crazy? I legit did not pay for one 

thing I am wearing.” 
II. What’s the obsession with money? 
 A.   You’ve heard it, but have you heard it all? 
  1.   1 Timothy 6:6-10 
   a.   “Contentment” - inner sufficiency that keeps us at peace in spite of 

outward circumstances 
   b.   Temporal vs eternal - anchored in the eternal without denying the temporal 
   c.   Basic needs must be met to accomplish greater things.  
   d.   “Desire” - more and more without the possibility of satisfaction 
  2.   Money functions like a narrator or a storyteller, it excavates the hidden 

motivations, values, myths, and longings that drive our patterns of feeling, 
thinking, and behaving. 

*Money reveals not just our financial principles, but our true ambitions! 
  3.   Life of Jesus and money 
   a.   Watching Jesus gives us an invitation to the dual nature of human 

flourishing–freedom and sacrifice 
   b.   Freedom and sacrifice 



 

 

    1)  Freedom: the financial flexibility that offers choices aligned with our 
human vocation 

    2)  Sacrifice: that willingness to risk financial loss for the good of others 
   c.   Jesus’ ministry was funded by a group of friends who recognized this balance. 
    1)  Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna, and others (Luke 8:1-3) 
    2)  Others who gave of their resources (accommodations, meals, etc.) 
 B.   Distortions of the Bible and money 
  1.   The Gospel of security: too much freedom without sacrifice, we become 

preoccupied with ourselves and isolated from the concerns of our neighbors. 
  2.   The Gospel of suffering: too much sacrifice without freedom, we become 

overwhelmed by the needs of others while ignoring the needs of our own family. 
  3.   The Gospel of suppression: when we lack both freedom and sacrifice by 

stifling honest conversation about, and action with, money. 
*Jesus calls us into balance and the usefulness for money in our lives has to do with 
transformation–just like everything else! 
 1.   Pharisees (Luke 16:13-14) 

No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and money. The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, 
and they ridiculed Him. 

 2.   Rich young man (Mark 10:21-22) 
And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell 
all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in Heaven; and 
come, follow Me.” Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he 
had great possessions. 

 3.   Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10) 
And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 
give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” 

 4.   Woman and the coin (Luke 21:1-4) 
Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, and He 
saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. And He said, “Truly, I tell you, 
this poor widow has put in more than all of them. For they all contributed out of 
their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” 

 5.   Joseph (Acts 4:36-37) 
Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of 
encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, sold a field that belonged to him and 
brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet. 

III. Next steps 
 A.  Our obsession 



 

 

  1.   Using temptation against itself. When you want to judge, let that remind you 
to look in the mirror–this is always what Jesus does with our offenses. 

  2.  Remember the psychology of judging others? 
 B.   Action  
  1.   Lean into the underdeveloped areas of your life. 
   a.   If you’ve pushed to aggressively into sacrifice, then lean into some freedom. 
   b.   If you’ve pushed too aggressively into freedom (comfort and security), then 

lean into sacrifice and embrace downward mobility for the good of others. 
  2.   None of your business vs. small groups business 
   a.  How am I enjoying the freedom of God’s blessing? 
   b.  How am I intentionally sacrificing to recognize God’s work through me? 
   c.  Am I recognizing God as the source and focus of my joy and sufficiency?  
 C.  Next week - Celebration Sunday   
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GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 

 
As we open up this section of Let’s Talk on stewardship, we’ll dig into the obsession our culture has with 
money. It can reveal our ambitions, what is hidden in our motivations and in our hearts. Our materialistic 
culture leads us to believe we need all the things we want. Advertisers push us to buy with the promise that 
an item will make us happy and bring satisfaction. We buy into this philosophy of greed and discontent, 
always wanting more and never being satisfied. Contentment happens by moving the focus of contentment 
from stuff to God. 
 
QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time or that 
caught your attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
 

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot 
take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. 9 But 
those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires 
that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is 
through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with  
many pangs. 

 
How does godliness relate to contentment? What are some ways we can strive for 
godliness? 
 

The word “godliness” suggests an attitude focused on God and doing what pleases 
Him. It depicts a reverence that recognizes that we live each moment before God. The 
godlier we become, the more content we will be. Contentment isn’t based on what we 
have, it’s based on whose we are. Without a desire to be more and more like the One 
who created us, we won’t experience contentment. 

 
When we struggle to be content, what are we saying about our view of God and our 
relationship with Him? 
 

1 Think about the past week. What is one thing you saw and thought, “I have got to have that”? 

2 
How does our culture fuel an unhealthy focus on money, specifically with greed and 
discontentment? 

1 Someone read 1 Timothy 6:6-10. 
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How does recognizing the shortness of life (v. 7) change our perspective on money?  
 

To find contentment in Christ, we must learn to trust God to meet our needs in the manner 
He knows is best. 

   
How can a desire for money affect people spiritually? In what ways can it cause them to 
wander away from trusting God (v. 10)? 

 
How is verse 10 often misquoted? What’s the difference in meaning between the way 
it’s misquoted (“Money is the root of all evil”) and the way it actually reads? Why is this 
difference important? 
 

Money is not evil in and of itself. If we as believers follow the many biblical principles of 
godliness and stewardship, God will enable us to act as His hands and feet on earth, 
glorifying His name and accomplishing much good for His kingdom through generosity 
and eternal investments. However, when we love money, we take our eyes off the One 
who is of infinitely greater worth. Jesus made it clear that we can either love God or we 
can love money, but we cannot love both (see Matt. 6:24). 

 
LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 What do your possessions say about the condition of your heart before God? What do they say 
about what you value? 

 
2 How am I intentionally sacrificing to recognize God’s work through me? 

 

3 What steps could you take this week to deepen your joy and sufficiency in Christ, rather than 
your possessions and money? 

 

4 

NEXT STEPS:  
• When you want to judge others, let that remind you to look into the mirror. 
• If you’ve pushed too aggressively into sacrifice (that willingness to risk financial loss for the 
• good of others), then lean into some freedom (the financial flexibility that offers choices 

aligned with our human vocation). 
• If you have pushed too aggressively into freedom (comfort and security), then lean into 

sacrifice and embrace having less for the good of others. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Pray as God leads you and your group this week to close things out. 
 
NEXT WEEK: CELEBRATION SUNDAY 
 
CELEBRATION SUNDAY 
Sunday, Oct 27 will be Celebration Sunday! We will come together to celebrate the work Jesus has been 
doing in the lives of those who will be baptized. Plan to stay after 2nd service to connect with your church 
family over lunch and get food from the various food trucks that will be on campus.  
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Your group can continue the celebration by sharing a meal together when you meet or plan a game night. If 
you want to spend time together in prayer, feel free to break out as guys and ladies or stay together for that 
time. Whatever you do, have fun enjoying each other. We will have another sermon discussion guide for the 
week of Sunday, Nov 3.  
 
PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion or to hit on all the 
questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content 
from the guide you feel will help your group grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom and 
guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
COMMENTARY 

 
1 TIMOTHY 6:6-10 
 

6:6. In contrast to false teachers who were motivated by selfish greed (vv. 3-5), Paul urged believers to seek godliness 
with contentment. The Greek word translated “contentment” refers to self-sufficiency. In Greek philosophy, the word 
denoted a wise man’s independence of circumstances. It meant to become independent of outside support and to find 
all you need in yourself. To Paul, however, contentment was not found in himself but in Jesus Christ. Christian 
contentment is Christ-sufficiency, not self-sufficiency. Paul said to the Philippians, “In any and all circumstances I have 
learned the secret of being content” (Phil. 4:12, HCSB). How so? Paul said he was “able to do all things through Him” 
(v. 13) because Christ had strengthened him. 
 
Why is godliness with contentment great gain? Paul did not refer to destitute Christians, those who did not have even 
the basic necessities for human survival. No person can be content with destitution. He referred to godly people who 
had food and clothing and who felt content with that. 
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6:7. Paul then referred to a true fact related to human birth and death—for we brought nothing into the world, and we 
cannot take anything out of the world. The Greek sentence begins with nothing for emphasis. Job said, “Naked I came 
from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return” (Job. 1:21; see also Eccl. 5:15). We were born into this world 
penniless, and when we die, we are penniless once again. Our entrance into life is identical to our exit from life. Our 
brief life on planet Earth is a journey between two states of having nothing. As someone said, “There are no pockets in 
a shroud.” Every human being starts life in the same financial condition—with nothing. You did not even have a diaper 
until your parents gave you one. Family can bury their dead in a display of wealth, but they leave behind everything 
they accumulated. Whether we have little or much, we have it only for a little while. Material gain is only the traveling 
baggage of time, not the luggage of eternity. Jesus said, “Do not lay up for yourself treasures on earth, … but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven” (Matt. 6:19-20). 
 
6:8. Since we enter life with no possessions in hand and leave the same way, what should be our attitude toward 
material things? Paul said, if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. Necessities are essential to our 
existence; luxuries aren’t. Food and clothing meet our basic needs. The Greek word translated “clothing” also means 
“house,” so shelter likely is included in the necessities. 
 
Many Christians are in financial bondage. It’s because they did not learn to be content with the basic needs of life—
food and clothing. They mistakenly added to the list of necessities a newer car, a bigger house, luxury items, and the 
newest gadget to come on the market. This passage calls us back to simpler living with God at the center of life. Real 
spiritual contentment occurs when you are Christ-sufficient. 
 
6:9. “Those who desire to be rich” describes people motivated by money and possessions. The Bible has many 
warnings against covetousness (see Ex. 20:17; Ps. 49:10-20; Prov. 28:20; 30:7-9; Eccl. 5:10; Luke 12:13-21). The Bible 
also tells of many who came to grief because of it (Adam and Eve, Achan, Judas, and Ananias and Sapphira.) 
People who walk the path of greed, who want to be rich, walk into peril. First, they fall into temptation, such as 
temptation to steal or lie or cheat. The snare that entraps them often is moral compromise. Second, when desire for 
riches goes unchecked, people fall into many senseless and harmful desires, such as lust for power and prestige. Money 
becomes an addiction—more money only inflames desire for more money. Greed is senseless (not rationally defensible) 
and harmful (brings bondage). Finally, greedy people, whether poor or rich, plunge themselves into ruin and 
destruction. The imagery is of people who are sinking and then drowning. Greed destroys marriages and causes men 
and women to jeopardize health and emotional well-being. Jesus warned about the eternal destruction that comes to 
those controlled by greed (see Luke 16:14-31). It was the rich man’s preoccupation with the world’s wealth that 
caused him to neglect his soul. 
 
6:10. Ruin and destruction come because the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. This may be the most 
misquoted verse in the Bible. Paul did not say that money is the problem; the problem is the love of money. The Bible 
has much to say about money, primarily with regards to our stewardship of it. Jesus spoke much about money, because 
it is how we view and use money that tells where our devotion is. It is our attitude toward money that gets us into 
trouble. 
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