
 

 

Commitment Sunday November 3, 2019 
Thanksgiving to God 
2 Corinthians 9:11-12 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   A little different 
  1.   God wants our whole lives 
  2.   God wants us to become like Jesus 
  3.   One way we surrender our lives to God is through how we give to God’s work 

through the local church. 
 B.   How we do it here 
  1.   Ask to prayerfully consider what God lays on your heart and how you can financially 

partner with CrossPoint 
  2.   We do it this way to be responsible and wise stewards of what God entrusts to us 

through you. 
*If visiting this morning, this might feel a little weird. I’d encourage you to take this time to reflect 
on what God has done in your life and how you can respond to Him with thankful gratitude. 
II. The ministry of this service (2 Cor 9:6-15) 
 A.   Read passage 
 B.   Focus: vs 11-12 
  1.   “Generosity through us results in thanksgiving to God.” 
   a.   Theme of God as ultimate provider 
   b.   Cycle: we are grateful/thankful to God for what He has given and from there we 

give. Then those who receive thank God for what they’ve received from us. 
  2.   “The ministry of this service” (the service of giving) 
   a.   “Service” 
    1)  Public usage 
     a) Contribution for a specific cause by the wealthy of the city-state 
     b) Portion of wealth for the common good 
     c) Received honors in return–recognition, public inscriptions, etc. 
    2)  Religious usage 
     a) Priestly ceremonies (Numbers 8:22; Philippians 2:17) 
And the Levites purified themselves from sin and washed their clothes, and Aaron offered them 
as a wave offering before the Lord, and Aaron made atonement for them to cleanse them. And 
after that the Levites went in to do their service in the tent of meeting before Aaron and his sons; 
as the Lord had commanded Moses concerning the Levites, so they did to them. 
(Numbers 8:21-22) 
holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in 
vain or labor in vain. Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering 
of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. (Philippians 2:16-17) 
 
*Paul connects the two meanings: benevolence for common good and a spiritual offering to God 
But not for my recognition–for God’s! 



 

 

   b.   Two-fold purpose of giving 
    1)  Material: the physical building of God’s kingdom. Meeting both people’s needs 

and growing them into greater imagers of Jesus 
    2)  Spiritual: service to God because of the thanksgiving that will redound to 

God’s glory. (Word of the Day: Redound = contribute greatly to a person’s 
credit or honor) 

Summary:  
What God is calling us to do in giving is to sustain the work of transformation–both in the world 
and individual persons. 
 World: how we serve 
 Individual: how we grow 
These together bring God’s Kingdom here today! 

ushers to come and receive the commitments.  I'll take it from 
there. 
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GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION 
 

 
As we wrap up this section of “Let’s Talk” on stewardship, we will look at how generosity is a mark of God’s 
people and how it impacts us and others around us. Pastor Matt shared briefly on Sunday about why we 
give and how it is connected to our desire to see God transform us and others who our generosity impacts 
through “the service of giving.” Today, let’s talk about generosity. We will be looking at some examples in 
the early church and the attitudes they displayed when they saw both spiritual and material needs. 
 
QUICK REVIEW OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE 

 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time or that 
caught your attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
DIG DEEPER OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE 
 

 
 

And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all,  
as any had need. 

 
How does the expression of Christian fellowship in Acts 2:45 contrast with the way 
fellowship is commonly understood and practiced in the church today? 
 

True fellowship cost something in the early church. It was not just a sentimental 
feeling, nor did it take place simply because the members gathered around food. 
Fellowship is expressed through sharing and giving. True fellowship costs something. 

 
What “costs” have you incurred in fellowship with other believers? What gains have you 
experienced as a result of fellowship with other believers? 

 
 
 

32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of 
the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And with 
great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners 
of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles' 
feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

 

1 
What is the best example of generosity you have ever experienced, either in giving generously or 
receiving something? How did it impact you? 

1 Someone read Acts 2:45. 

2 Someone read Acts 4:32-35. 
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If you were to describe your attitude toward giving in one word, what word would  
you choose? 
 
What attitudes toward giving do you see reflected in Acts 4:32? What motivated the 
early Christians’ generosity? 
 

When we adopt the attitude that everything we have comes from God, we will 
approach giving from the perspective that whatever we give away was already His. 

 
 
 

36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), 
a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37 sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at 
the apostles' feet. 
 

What do we know from Scripture about Barnabas?  
 

Barnabas was also called Joseph, of the tribe of Levi, from Cyprus, key leader in the 
early church, prominent companion of Paul, cousin of Mark, and his name meant “son 
of encouragement.” 

 
How would you describe the relationship between generosity and encouragement? How 
have you been encouraged by the example of someone’s generosity? 

 
LIVE IT OUT HOW WILL YOU LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS SHARED ON SUNDAY AND IN THE SCRIPTURE WE JUST DISCUSSED?  
 

1 
How have you seen God use the generosity of our church family for the advancement of  
the Gospel? 

 

2 What sacrifices of generosity do you need to make this week in order to promote unity  
within the body of believers and to present a faithful witness of Christ? 

 
3 In what specific ways could you encourage someone through generosity this week? 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
As you lead your group in prayer, give thanks to God for both His spiritual and material blessings. Pray for 
members to have generous hearts. Ask God to use their generosity to advance the spread of the Gospel and 
to enable the church to minister to people with desperate needs. 
 
NEW SERIES STARTS NEXT WEEK! 
 
“LET’S TALK” – Anxiety/Depression 
Next week, we start the last three-part section of our series by looking at a Biblical perspective on anxiety 
and depression. Be praying for this series to help our church understand how to better respond to anxiety, 
both for those who struggle internally with this and to come alongside those we love who struggle with this. 
 

3 Someone read Acts 4:36-37. 
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PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion or to hit on all the 
questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content 
from the guide you feel will help your group grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom and 
guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
COMMENTARY 
 

ACTS 2:45 
 

In v 45 we see that the believers in Jerusalem sold their possessions and property to help one another as needs arose, 
they. The verb rendered sold is in a tense that suggests the believers sold items from time to time. There was no 
expectation that new believers must immediately relinquish all their possessions upon conversion (as some religious 
cults in history have practiced). When Christians discovered that someone was facing great need, the grace of Christ 
moved them to sell items to help relieve the hardship.  
 
Generosity is an attribute of God’s grace, and He delights to see it practiced in His church. Numerous surveys 
throughout modern times have revealed that most churches function with less than 20 percent of the members 
committed to consistent, proportional giving. Too many church members seem to develop an allergic reaction to calls 
for generosity. If every believer practiced godly generosity, it would not only advance the spread of the gospel but also 
enable churches to minister mightily in the name of Jesus to people with desperate needs. 
 

ACTS 4:32-37 
 
4:32-35 As long as there was complete unanimity of purpose and intention among them, the early Christians shared 
their possessions freely, such that there was not a needy person among them. They were able to do this not because of 
their own strength, but because great grace was on all of them. Therefore, the generosity was above all a work of God. 
Yet trouble was coming (5:1-11). 
 
4:36-37 Joseph (aka Barnabas) led by example, selling his field and donating all the proceeds to the church. Such 
charitable acts inspire others to do good, but also incite some to seek acclaim. 
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