
You’ll need some kind of small light source – a candle, a small flashlight, your 
phone light, or even the light from a digital clock or a Christmas decoration.

BEFORE YOU START 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration when Quirinius 
was governor of Syria. And all went to be 
registered, each to his own town. And Joseph 
also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which 
is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 
house and lineage of David, to be registered 
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
And while they were there, the time came for 
her to give birth. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. And in the 
same region there were shepherds out in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with great fear. And the 
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying 
in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying,“Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he 
is pleased!” When the angels went away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has made known to us.”

Have you ever thought about how the smallest 
of lights can disperse any darkness, but 
darkness can never snuff out the smallest of 
lights? Light is pretty amazing and can expose 
what may otherwise stay hidden.

The world was dark when Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem. Between the Romans’ harsh rule 
of Israel, King Herod’s cruelty toward his own 
people, and the pride-filled religious leaders, it 
wasn’t a place most of us would have chosen 
to enter.

Yet, Jesus chose 
to come into that world.

Amazing! That’s the first word that comes to 
my mind when reading the Christmas story. 
Can you imagine being with the shepherds in 
a dark field when all of a sudden, the sky was 
strikingly lit up and filled with the heavenly host 
praising God? Maybe it was a little scary at first, 
but then, wow! I would imagine that was an 
experience those shepherds never forgot!

With all of the fun traditions and busyness that 
we experience during the Christmas season, 
we can easily lose focus of why we celebrate. 
Although that unforgettable night was so very 
long ago, we would miss so much if we didn’t 
pause and remember the love God showed us 
when He sent us His only Son, Jesus, to be the 
Savior of the world.

READ LUKE 2:1-15



How have Jesus’ light and love made a 
difference in your life this past year? 

Examples: How have you trusted/obeyed 
Jesus? How have you shown Jesus’ love   
to your friends? How have you (etc.) ... ?

QUESTION FOR YOUNGER KIDS

When Jesus came into the world, He 
came here to be with us and expose 
what was in the darkness with His light. 
How can you reflect Jesus’ light and love 
to others around you this Christmas and 
in the new year?

QUESTION FOR OLDER KIDS

Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am 
the Light of the world; he who follows Me will 
not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light 
of life.”

READ JOHN 8:12

Take a moment to turn off all the lights then light the small candle or turn on your small light. Notice 
how even one small light can help you see in the darkness. Even when we are little, like this light, we 
can still shine in the darkness. As we let Jesus’ light and love fill us, we can shine His light to others this 
Christmas season and throughout this coming new year!

SING BY CANDLELIGHT

Get a few small tealight candles. Sing a 
few songs like “O Holy Night,” “Away in 
a Manger,” “O Come All Ye Faithful,” “The 
First Noel,” and “Silent Night.” Together, 
allow the light from the candles to remind 
you of the light of Jesus in your lives. 

You can find these songs and many   
others on our Christmas at CrossPoint 
Spotify Playlist: 

cpmodesto.org/christmasplaylist

OPTIONAL ACTIVITY IDEAS

LIGHT CHASER

This is a fun game that is played in 
the dark. Give one person a flashlight. 
Everyone is to run and hide, including the 
person with the flashlight. Then another 
person is designated to yell “Shine your 
light!” The person with the light turns it on 
and all the others try to locate them and 
run to them as quickly as they can. The last 
one to reach them is the light bearer the 
next round. Talk about how Jesus said He 
is the light of the world; we are to run to 
Him and draw close to Him.

May your Christmas be truly special as you celebrate 
Jesus, our gift of light and hope.

http://cpmodesto.org/christmasplaylist

