
 

 

Darkness Interrupted December 1, 2019 
Isaiah 9:2-7 Pastor Matt Whiteford 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   All the boxes... 
  1.   “When do you think you can climb into the attic and get the Christmas bins down?” 
   a.   My job: getting the boxes down and lighting the outside of the house. 
    1)  Thomas Edison: sparkling Christmas lamps in 1879; lit up lab in Menlo Park, 

NJ; a few years later a staff member put string lights on his tree; eventually 
mass produced in 1902 

    2)  Here at CP, we’ve been getting the boxes down and later today are preparing 
the campus for Christmas together and next week we will gather to celebrate 
together with a tree lighting.   

  2.   The pre-Christmas box 
   a.   Found a box with a dusty old book, Isaiah 
   b.   Contains the prophecy of Christmas and all that it changes 
*This morning I want you to back up to before that first Christmas. Turn in your Bibles to Isaiah 9. 
II. Darkness interrupted (Isaiah 9:2-7) 
 A.   Default: darkness (v 2) 
  1.   Textual background 
   a.   Judgment and hope (disobedience/salvation) 
   b.   King Ahaz; Assyria conquest; alliance of nations; Ahaz afraid; allied with Assyria 
   c.   Everything falls apart; spirals into deep darkness 
*Yet, in the midst of darkness ground zero comes the light that will give hope to all generations.  
Our greatest problem isn’t our health, our relationships, our economy, our environment, or our 
freedoms. Our greatest problem is our sinfulness–that it separated us from God. 
  2.   A great light (waking up and the light) 
   a.   Reality: we live in a dark world 
   b.   Truth: light always interrupts the darkness 
   c.   The good news here is that while darkness is the default, it doesn’t have to 

characterize our journey! 
 B.   Impact of light (vs 3-5) 
  1.  Joy and hope to the degree of the greatest celebrations  
  2.  Utter defeat of God’s enemies 
 C.   Light as a Who (vs 6-7) 
  1.   Jesus 
   a.   Child = humanity 
   b.   Son = divinity 
  2.   Government on shoulder 
   a.   Ensign of the government office was worn on the shoulder 
   b.   Jesus will receive the kingdom of Earth from his Father, vindicating it from the 

misrule of those entrusted with it under God, rebelling against Him and serving 
themselves. 



 

 

  3.   The names communicate the message 
   a.   Wonderful Counselor = hope 
   b.   Mighty God = joy 
   c.   Everlasting Father = love 
   d.   Prince of Peace = peace 
  4.   Duration and character of His rule: eternal and right and just 
III. Here and now 

 A.   What this means: The common thread that unites/divides humanity is that we are        
dark walkers. 

  1.   Light in my darkness 
   a.   Where I am now, I won’t be forever. 
   b.   What I need is offered in Christ - He is the beginning of that journey. 
   c.   While I have seen and responded to the light, there is still darkness around me, 

and sometimes it feels more intense than other times. 
  2.  Light in the darkness around me 
   a.   “Christmas, therefore is the most unsentimental, realistic way of looking at life. It 

does not say ‘Cheer up! If we all pull together we can make the world a better 
place.’ It says instead, ‘Things really are this bad, and we can’t heal or save 
ourselves. Things really are this dark-nevertheless, there is hope.’ The Christmas 
message is that ‘on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.’” 
Tim Keller 

   b.   We are the ones who carry the light into the darkness; if we have surrendered to 
Jesus then we are His light to everyone around! 

   c.   We have a responsibility to help others with adjusting to the light; helping others 
become like Jesus 

 B.   Consequence of understanding 
  1 The world is in and is used to darkness. 
  2.   Jesus calls us to reflect, actually become His light the those walking in darkness. 
  3.   Those still in darkness will need time to adjust to the light, but nevertheless, it is they 

who need to adjust, and we are here to help them. 
  4.   Christmas time of the year at CrossPoint 
   a.  People feel compelled to visit/check the box 
   b.  Christmas at CrossPoint is for our family but our family is a receiving family. 
   c.  Opportunity to be light - sign up for the Sundays in December 
 


