
 

 

The Dominion Pattern January 19, 2020 
Series, “Patterns” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Genesis 1-3; Matthew 5:2-16 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Who’s in charge? 
  1.   TV sitcoms of the ‘80s (Cheers, Who’s the Boss, The Cosby Show, Coach, The 

Jeffersons, Charles in Charge) 
   a.   All these shows had a similar comedic theme centered around  

 who was really in charge and how that all played out 
   b.   Those shows struck a chord because they made humorous what we deal 

with every day. 
  2.   “You’re not the boss of me.” 
   a.   Every parent walks through this valley in some way. 
   b.   Every parent applies their parental role of dominion differently, some more 

effective and some less. 
*A reality in life is that, ultimately, someone has to be in charge. 
 B.   The dominion mandate (Genesis 1:26-31) 
  1.   6th day: God makes humans in His own image–different from all the other 

things He created. 
  2.   The mandate: be fruitful, multiply and subdue the Earth and have dominion. 
   a.   In essence, God is giving humanity authority to be in charge of the world 

He created! 
   b.   Notice that He’s given this authority to only those who are marked with His 

image–not the animals or plants. 
   c. Mandate to humanity, there is uniqueness but the mantle of rule is for 

human beings, men and women 
   d.   Therefore, the rule of these imagers should reflect the nature and character 

of the Creator, and what they do will be answered for. 
*Humanity is created in God’s royal image to rule on God’s behalf but when humans 
rebel and make themselves gods, they cease to reflect God’s image and begin to rule like 
beasts. 
 C.  What this looks like ... five behaviors 

Imaging God’s Rule Imaging Beastly Rule 

Humility Arrogance/Pride 

Prayer (dependence) Autonomy 



 

 

Imaging God’s Rule Imaging Beastly Rule 

Love 
 Patience 
 Kindness 
 Honesty 

Anti-Love 
 Impatience 
 Brutality 
 Deception 

Conviction Concern 

Transformation Stagnation 

 
II. Imaging God or beasts? 
 A.   Adam and Eve and the serpent (Genesis 3) 
  1.   Read verses 1-6 
  2.   Whose image 
   a.   Humans are designated to rule in God’s image but when they rebel against 

God they reflect the image of beasts. 
   b.   There is an animal nature that is unleashed in humans when we don’t 

submit to a definition of good and evil greater than our own definition. 
  3.  Touch on verses 14-19 
   a.   At the very beginning, God showed that He will not allow us to abdicate 

the role that He created us for.  
   b.   There are consequences when we choose to image the creation rather 

than the Creator! 
  4.  Verses 22-24 
 B.   Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4) 
  1.   Context 
   a.   Daniel 2: Nebuchadnezzar promotes and “worships” Dan and recognizes 

his God (verse 46). 
   b.   Daniel 3: Nebuchadnezzar promotes and worships himself (verses 4-5). 
  2.   The warning and result 
   a.   Summarize the dream (verse 27) 
   b.   Read verses 28-33 
  3.   God literally illustrates what happens when we choose to rule by imaging 

beasts instead of imaging God. 
   a.   A beast does what it does for self-preservation and self-promotion. 
   b.   When we image God we behave in a way that we reflect God accurately 

and bring Him glory. 
*When we acknowledge that God is truly the wise sovereign, then we become true 
imagers of God. But, when we don’t, when we turn to ourselves, God reveals what we 
are–beasts! 



 

 

 C.   Going global 
  1.   Daniel 7 
   a.   Daniel’s dream: crazy beasts, Ancient of Days, and the Son of Man 
   b.   Babylon, Medo-Persian, Greece, Rome 
  2.   Revelation 13 
   a.   Read verses 1-2 (reverse of Daniel; looking back rather than forward) 
   b.   Read verses 11-14 
  3.   God’s rule over history 
   a.   God sets up human authority to rule in His image–reflecting His character 
   b.   But human kingdoms rebel against God and become beastly rulers rather 

than ruling the way He has modeled. 
   c.   God will deal with this and eventually, once and for all, make things right. 
III. Application 
 A.   Think about this in recent days 
  1.   The state of world governments (how are they ruling) 
  2.   The state of our government (can there be an argument made that any leaders 

today or in the past have ruled reflecting God’s image?) 
  3.   What do we see modeled at work, in culture, at home? 
*The pattern God set up for us is to rule as His imager. The corrupted pattern is that we 
trade that out to rule in the image of beasts.   
 B.   Jesus and the pattern of dominion (Matthew 5:2-16) 
  1.   Jesus was very clear on what it looks like to have dominion in a way that 

honors God. 
  2.   The Beatitudes are just the long form of those five behaviors. 
*It is actually very easy to see and evaluate how people are handling their mandate to 
care for and be in charge of the world and all the people in it.   
 C.   For me and you 
  1.   What image am I reflecting to those around me? Do I reflect the Creator or a 

created beast? 
  2.   What does my life look like when measured by those five behaviors? 
  3.   Do: read Matthew 5:2-16 every day this week and take note of how you are 

either described or not described in this passage. 
 
  



Sermon Discussion Guide 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 
This Sunday, we continued our current series called “Patterns.” As we see specific patterns from God and 
how He interacts with humanity, it will hopefully open up some great reflections and conversations about 
how these might be true in our lives. Pastor Matt took us through the pattern of dominion that we see laid 
out on the sixth day of creation: be fruitful, multiply, and subdue the earth and have dominion. Humanity is 
created in God’s royal image to rule on God’s behalf. But here is the problem: when humans rebel and make 
themselves gods, they cease to reflect God’s image and begin to rule like beasts. How can we live with a 
different outcome than this? Let’s talk about it! 
 
 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
In Genesis 3, we see Adam & Eve reflect the image of beasts instead of the image of God in 
their attempt to have dominion over the earth. In Daniel 2, we see the king promote/worship 
Daniel and recognize Daniel’s God. In Daniel 3, the king promotes and worships himself. We 
see what happened to King Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4 as a result of him trying to image the 
creation instead of the Creator. 

 
What are the consequences when we choose to “image” the creation instead of the creator? 

 
When we attempt to rule as beasts, we tend to lead with arrogance, pride and impatience 
(see “Imaging Beastly Rule” in the chart below). When we rule in God’s image, we do so by 
showing grace to others and loving others with patience, kindness and honesty (see “Imaging 
God’s Rule” in the chart below).  

 
How do we see this idea of imaging the creation modeled in culture, in our workplace, or in our 
own lives as parents or with friends?  

 
 
 
 

1 Have you ever had to confront someone about something they did wrong? How did it go? How 
do most people respond when confronted with wrongdoing? Why? 

1 Someone read Genesis 3:1-6 and Daniel 4:28-33 
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2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth. 6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 

The pattern God set up for us is to rule as His imagers. The corrupted pattern is that 
we trade that out to rule in the image of beasts. Jesus was very clear on what it looks 
like to have dominion in a way that honors God (see chart below). The beatitudes are 
just the long form of those five behaviors. 
 

How do we see the pattern of how God would have us rule in the beatitudes passage of 
Matthew 5:2-12? 
 

 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 Look at the chart which contrast the two patterns of dominion below. What does my life look 
like when measured by those five behaviors? Do I reflect the Creator or a created beast? 

 

IMAGING GOD’S RULE IMAGING BEASTLY RULE 

Humility Arrogance/Pride 

Prayer (dependence) Autonomy 

Love 
Patience 
Kindness 
Honesty 

Anti-Love 
Impatience 
Brutality 
Deception 

Conviction Concern 

Transformation Stagnation 

 

2 
Getting more specific, how do you rule as a parent? How do you rule as a friend? How do you 
rule as a boss or an employee? Which of the five behaviors of Imaging God’s Rule do you need to 
grow? How can we as a group help you take steps of growth in those areas?  

 

3 SOMETHNG TO DO THIS WEEK: Read Matthew 5:2-16 every day this week. Use it as a time to reflect 
and see who you are either described as or not described as in this passage. 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Pray as God leads you and your group to close things out. 
 

2 Someone read Matthew 5:2-16 in their Bible 
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 NEXT WEEK 
 
“PATTERNS” – Chaotic Waters and Salvation 
Next week, Pastor Kyle will be bringing part four of the Patterns series. Read through Genesis 1:2-9, Exodus 
14, Joshua 3, and the account of Jesus’ baptism and come prepared to discuss what he shares on Sunday 
and what God challenges you with from that message. 
 
 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion or to hit on all the 
questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content 
from the guide you feel will help your group grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom and 
guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 
GENESIS 3:1-6 (see last week’s commentary) 
 
DANIEL 4:28-33 
 
Verses 28-30. As time elapsed and nothing drastic happened, Nebuchadnezzar put the incident behind him and went 
on with his life of self-gratification, growing even more proud. At the zenith of power and prosperity, the king reflected 
on the height of his personal achievement from the roof of his palace. He prided himself on his accomplishments, giving 
himself total credit for them. Nebuchadnezzar must have had an incredible view as he walked about. The city was built 
as a four-sided fortress with each of its walls being 14 miles in length. The famous Hanging Gardens filled the air with 
the pungent aroma of thousands of flowering plants. Built by Nebuchadnezzar for his wife Anytis, a princess of Medea, 
the Hanging Gardens was one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. Without doubt, Babylon was one of the 
largest cities in the world and during Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, the most magnificent.  
 
Nebuchadnezzar reveled in the grandeur of his capital as he claimed credit for the magnificent city. His boastful 
question in verse 30 contained five foundations of sin:  
 
1. Pride: Using the personal pronoun three times in this single statement, Nebuchadnezzar’s heart swelled with pride 

as he focused on himself rather than on God.  
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2. Ambition: He boasted that he built the natural beauty of the gardens, along with Babylon’s impressive structures. 
Nebuchadnezzar coveted the title of creator as well as ruler.  

3. Power: The king asserted that the vast power he commanded was of his own making rather than of God. Having 
conquered much of the known world, Nebuchadnezzar could not imagine a force greater than his own.  

4. Pleasure: He believed everything he saw existed for his pleasure. The capital did not serve the people, but was his 
royal residence.  

5. Self-aggrandizement: Nebuchadnezzar vainly imagined that the wonders of the city magnified his majestic glory.  
 
Verses 31-33. While Nebuchadnezzar was congratulating himself on his accomplishments, a voice from heaven spoke 
to him in divine judgment. The voice announced that his kingdom would be taken from him and that he would live like 
an animal with the wild animals until he acknowledged that the true God is the Ruler over kings and kingdoms. All this 
happened in keeping with the dream Nebuchadnezzar had a year earlier.  
 
Although God may delay His judgment, His verdict is sure. Observe the timing of God’s judgment. First, it materialized 
12 months after Daniel’s warning. God always gives people time to repent. God wanted Nebuchadnezzar to turn from 
his sin and rule with justice. We should remember how generous God is in giving us the opportunity to repent, but we 
dare not take His grace for granted.  
 
Second, God’s judgment became apparent at a time when Nebuchadnezzar would fully understand the reason. God’s 
sentence against Nebuchadnezzar was executed at the very moment the proud words were still in the king’s mouth.  
Since Nebuchadnezzar spoke the personal reference so proudly, God also used the personal pronoun you five times. 
Observe how closely God’s judgment matched Nebuchadnezzar’s pride. Nebuchadnezzar lived away from people in 
the wild, and he waited until he became so hungry he ate grass like cattle. He was driven away from his vast power. 
Instead of enjoying the comfort of his palace, he lived outdoors with his body drenched with dew from the sky from 
sleeping outdoors. Finally, the great king’s hair and nails grew grotesquely long, making him appear as if he had lost his 
senses. 
 

MATTHEW 5:2-12 
 
5:1-2. Matthew 4:23-25 sets the stage for Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. People from all over Galilee and surrounding 
areas flocked to see and hear Him as well as to seek healing. On a particular day, when He saw the crowds, He went 
up to a place on a nearby mountain. Teachers of that day customarily spoke from a seated position, so He sat down 
with His disciples gathered around Him. Then He began to teach them (v. 2). Although His disciples and the crowd 
could hear Jesus (7:28), His message seems targeted mainly to those He had singled out to follow Him. Still, His words 
certainly reveal to all His hearers the real meaning of following Him. 
 
5:3. Jesus declared people who exhibit particular characteristics to be divinely blessed. He was not saying that people 
should strive to attain those characteristics so they could earn the right to tap into God’s blessings. Rather, those 
characteristics identify people who by God’s grace are citizens of the kingdom of heaven. This designation does not 
imply they are perfect, fully mature believers. It does indicate they have begun to follow the Lord. 
The first four Beatitudes (vv. 3-6) reflect inner attitudes, the first of which is poor in spirit. This is opposite the attitude 
of being arrogant and self-sufficient, a trait prized and admired by the world. No one can earn God’s blessing. People 
who think they can please God on their own are blind to their sins and ignorant of God’s high standards. Poverty of 
spirit is the prelude to the riches of salvation. Jesus pronounced the poor in spirit to be blessed because, as followers of 
Jesus, the kingdom of heaven is theirs (“kingdom of heaven” and “kingdom of God” are used interchangeably in the 
Gospels). While this citizenship is a present possession of believers, the full benefit of kingdom citizenship awaits 
Christ’s return. 
 
5:4. Those who mourn are blessed, for they will be comforted. Jesus did not specify what sort of mourning He had in 
mind, so it could include all mourning. In the context of the other Beatitudes, mourning over our sins of commission and 
omission probably should receive emphasis. When we honestly repent of our lapses into sin, we are comforted anew 
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with the assurance our sins all have been atoned in Christ. Mourning over sin also can include the sinful attitudes and 
actions in cultures throughout the world and around us. We mourn sins’ destructive effects on multitudes. Part of God’s 
comfort in that arena lies in the assurance that in the end, His scales of justice will be balanced. 
 
5:5. The next attitude is gentleness. The word translated gentle conveys the notion of being meek, humble, sensitive, 
considerate, and courteous. Gentleness puts the focus on others rather than self. Being gentle does not mean being a 
pushover. This inner attitude stems from a spiritually educated awareness of our own spiritual poverty. Scripture 
indicates Jesus’ followers will reign with Him (2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 5:10). That promise will be fulfilled when He 
establishes His kingdom in the new heavens and earth. Ruling with Him implies our attitudes will parallel His. The 
blessing Jesus pronounced won’t be centered in ownership but in serving Him (in ways not yet revealed). 
 
5:6. The fourth attitude is a hunger and thirst for righteousness. This righteousness is not the righteousness of Christ 
through which God views us believers (justification). Rather this is the inner desire to make right choices, say right 
words, and do right actions, which is part of God’s work to make us more like Christ. We who seek to follow Christ 
know we don’t measure up to His standards, but we want to do so. As we walk faithfully with Him over time, He instills 
in us more and more the purpose and the power to please Him (Phil. 2:13). Admittedly, though we grow in right living, 
in this life we will never be absolutely righteous. So we are called blessed as we long for righteousness in the sense 
that we have the sure hope that we will be filled with righteousness (Matt. 5:6). The process has begun, and our limited 
progress brings encouragement. That process won’t be completed, however, until Christ’s second coming (1 John 3:2). 
 
5:7. While the first four Beatitudes focus on inward attitudes, the last four concern outward relationships. Being 
merciful involves forgiving, but it also includes a loving response to the miserable and helpless. As God’s children we 
have received mercy, and this equips us to extend mercy to others. The merciful will be shown mercy. Showing mercy 
to others demonstrates we have received God’s mercy. 
 
5:8. Jesus then described as blessed those who are pure in heart. The Pharisees were scrupulous about performing 
washing rituals that made them ceremonially clean. Jesus stripped away their pretense, saying that they were as 
beautiful tombs on the outside but filled with impurities within (23:27). Heart indicates the core of our being—our 
thoughts, our feelings, our intentions, our values, our longings. The word pure includes sexual purity but much more. It 
describes those whose hearts are cleansed by Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit. Such hearts lead us away 
from acting with any kind of deceit, meanness, or selfish motives. 
Will see God is future. We will see the Lord when He returns (1 John 3:2). This hope motivates us to act with pure 
hearts until then (v. 3). Now, however, we see Him with eyes of faith. When our hearts are clean, we see Him more and 
more clearly (meaning we better understand Him, His ways, His purposes). 
 
5:9. Peacemakers are blessed, for they will be called sons of God. Sons of God is a way of saying “like father, like son.” 
God is the supreme Peacemaker, making peace between sinners and Himself through Christ. He also leads redeemed 
sinners to help others be reconciled to God as well as to one another. 
 
5:10-12. The final Beatitude seems paradoxical. Mixing persecution and blessing seems akin to mixing oil and water. 
Perhaps this is the reason Jesus added comments in verses 11-12. He shifted to the second person, you, apparently 
addressing His chosen disciples in particular. Notice first that the persecution is for righteousness, and in verse 11 
Jesus defined that as because of Me. People who willfully reject Christ are prone to reject those who live for Christ. This 
can include insults, false accusations, slanderous gossip, and, in extreme cases, death. 
In what sense are the persecuted Christians blessed? They are citizens of His kingdom. Jesus never encouraged His 
followers to hide their faith in Him when facing persecution, but rather to be glad and rejoice. He added that their 
heavenly reward would be great. He placed persecuted believers in the same category as God’s persecuted prophets. 
Jesus wasn’t giving us a list of qualities to strive for in order to be blessed. We are blessed because these qualities 
demonstrate that we are His followers. 
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