
 

 

Saw. Desired. Took. January 12, 2020 
Series, “Patterns” Pastor Travis Edgerton 
Genesis 1 and 3 (various other Scriptures) 
 
I. Introduction 

A. Open Bible to Genesis 1:3 (But all Scripture will be on screens) 
B. I love the idea of prequels/flashbacks in storytelling.   

1. It’s when you’ve known and loved a book series or movie franchise and then 
they give you the origin story. A lot of that origin story is to answer the 
questions, “Why are things the way they are NOW?”, “How did it get like this?”  

2. And they begin to connect the dots and link current realities in the story with 
past events. 

C. That’s what today is. Today is prequel Sunday where we get to ask the question, 
“How did it get like this?” 
1. Because if you’re like me, you look at the world around you and though there is 

a lot of good still in it, there is a whole lot of bad. 
2. I don’t have to even look past myself to see it.  Why do I do the things I do?  

Why do I have the regrets that I do from past decisions. 
D. There is a Design Pattern in Genesis that answers this question both on a global 

scale and a personal scale and everything in between.   
E. Our pattern today starts with a good pattern, the ideal pattern for how things 

were always supposed to be. 
1. But then, the pattern takes a twist. The pattern is still recognizable but with 

some significant and devastating changes, enough to make our world the 
broken place that it is today. This twisted pattern begins when SIN enters the 
world through Adam and Eve’s rebellion against God.   

2. So this is not a happy prequel, but because of WHO God is, it can become a 
hopeful prequel. Let’s jump in and see the ideal pattern, how it’s supposed to be. 

II. Message 
 A. Genesis 1:3-5 
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was 
good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the 
darkness He called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  

1. In the creation story, God makes every component of the universe and as He 
makes it He also evaluates it.   

2. The phrase “God saw that it was good” is written a total of six times. Then, in 
the very last instance, there’s an even better variation. 

B. Genesis 1:29-31 



 

 

29 And God said, “Behold, I have given [as opposed to being “taken’] you every plant 
yielding seed that is on the face of all the Earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You 
shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the Earth and to every bird of the 
heavens and to everything that creeps on the Earth, everything that has the breath of life, 
I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw everything that 
He had made, and behold, it was very good.  

1. There’s the variation: God is GIVING to His Creatures and this is VERY GOOD. 
2. So the original pattern is this: God SEES what is GOOD (desirable) and then 

GIVES it to humans.  And this is “very good.” 
a. This is the ideal relationship between God and humans. The way it was 

from the start and intended to be into eternity. 
b. That God is the One Who SEES what is GOOD for humans and GIVES it    

to them. 
3. Now, let’s see this idea develop. Not only is God the perfect judge of what is 

GOOD for humans but also what is NOT GOOD for humans 
C. Genesis 2:15-18 

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 
16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of 
the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good 
that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” 

1. Up to this point God alone is seen as the only qualified judge of what is GOOD. 
2. And then, in this ideal place of the garden of Eden, we see for the very first 

time something being NOT GOOD. 
a. In this passage, who is the one judging what is NOT GOOD? Man or God? 

GOD. 
b. And then in the following passage, what do we see God do? He corrects 

what is NOT GOOD (Adam being alone) by GIVING Adam a wife, Eve. 
3. What this first pattern teaches us: 

a. GOD is the judge of what is good and what is bad. 
b. GOD gives humans what is good and removes what is bad. 
c. Humans trust God’s judgment of good and receive it from Him as a gift. 

4. But then Moses, the author of Genesis, answers the “prequel” question that all 
the readers of his day would be asking: “But if this is how it started, how did 
everything get so broken and evil?” And so Moses brilliantly introduces the 
twist to the pattern: 

D. Genesis 3:1-6 
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in 



 

 

the garden’?”[lie!] 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the 
trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the 
midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it [God didn’t say that], lest you die.’ ” 4 But 
the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So 
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, 
and she also gave some to her husband [taking the place of God Who was supposed to 
be the giver of good food] who was with her, and he ate. 

1. Comparison of Patterns: 
a. The Original Pattern: God SAW what is GOOD and GAVE. 
b. The Corrupted Pattern: Humans SAW what was GOOD and TOOK. 

2. And this twisted sin pattern is repeated by this and other authors to show 
how rooted it has become in broken humans. 

3. We see it when God promises Abram and Sarai a child but hasn’t delivered it 
in their expected timeline. Instead of waiting and receiving, they attempt to 
take it by force through abusing their servant Hagar: 

E. Genesis 16:1-6 
Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian servant 
whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the Lord has 
prevented me from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain 
children by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. 3 So, after Abram had lived ten 
years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, 
and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. 4 And he went in to Hagar, and she 
conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on her 
mistress. 5 And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my 
servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me 
with contempt. May the Lord judge between you and me!” 6 But Abram said to Sarai, 
“Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as you please [literally what is “good in 
your eyes”].” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from her. 

1. And it doesn’t stop there: Joshua, leading into promised land, “don’t take 
plunder” 

2. Achan has a “better” plan than God. Israel’s army is beaten horribly in next 
battle. 

3. Joshua confronts Achan and here’s his response: 
F. Joshua 7:20-21 

20 And Achan answered Joshua, “Truly I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and 
this is what I did: 21 when I saw among the spoil a beautiful [good] cloak from Shinar, and 
200 shekels of silver, and a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels, then I coveted [desired] 



 

 

them and took them. And see, they are hidden in the earth inside my tent, with the silver 
underneath.”  

G. And again another story you might be familiar with even if you haven’t read the 
Bible: David and Bathsheba. (Leonard Cohen “Hallelujah”) 2 Samuel 11:1-4a 
iIn the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab, and his 
servants with him, and all Israel. And they ravaged the Ammonites and besieged 
Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 2 It happened, late one afternoon, when 
David arose from his couch and was walking on the roof of the king’s house, that he 
saw from the roof a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful [good] 3 And 
David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, “Is not this Bathsheba, the 
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 4 So David sent messengers and took 
her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. [this decision then leads to murder and 
absolute havoc in David’s family and all of Israel] 

1. And so from Adam and Eve all the way down to you and I, meeting together at 
this very minute, in this room today, the echo of this pattern of sin still 
reverberates.   
a. And untold horror, brokenness, and destruction has overtaken our world all 

because of a pattern we’ve had on repeat since the Garden. 
b. The pattern is called SIN. How do we describe this broken pattern of SIN? 

2. The broken pattern of sin: 
a. I am the judge of what is good and what is bad. 
b. My desires are what determine what is good and what is bad. 
c. When God doesn’t give me what I have judged is good, I take it. 

3. I want to tell you a story. My Dad: great guy, but never grew up out of childish 
selfishness. 
a. SAW that alcohol was GOOD and so he TOOK alcohol as his answer for 

happiness. 
b. Pattern didn’t end there. Pattern with alcohol gave birth to another pattern 

of sin. 
c. Thursday visits … waiting at the front window … sometimes he showed up, 

sometimes he didn’t 
d. And so my dad SAW that avoiding shame and protecting pride was GOOD 

and so he TOOK off. 
e. The sinful pattern of alcohol led to the sinful pattern of abandonment.   

1) And here’s the tragedy of sin: it echoes into the lives of others. 
2) My whole life I SAW that avoiding abandonment by pleasing people 

was GOOD and so often I would TAKE the path of appeasement, 
sometimes even when it was wrong. 



 

 

4. Every sin pattern opens a pandoras box of other sin patterns for myself and 
even for others. Their sin isn’t my sin, but their wound is. 

5. We are not helpless in the struggle against sin. 
6. Sin patterns are viral but they are NOT invincible. 

a. DESCRIBE Matthew 4:1-11 (Jesus tempted in the desert) 
b. DESCRIBE Matthew 26 (Jesus praying in the garden) 

7. Jesus SAW that God, His Father, was the author of what is GOOD and He 
only received that which His Father GAVE. Jesus broke the pattern. 

8. And we, sinful and broken as we are, have been given access to that same 
power to overcome because of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

H. Ephesians 1:18-21 
having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints, and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to 
the working of his great might that He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the 
dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this 
age but also in the one to come.  

1. ENTRUST judgment of good and bad to God. 
a. Our culture has sold you the lie that YOU are the judge of what is good for you.  

That you define what is good and what is evil for you as “your truth.” You have 
been led to believe that personal, political, sexual, and social ethics are a 
product of your opinions and desires. THEY ARE NOT. 

b. Good and evil, right and wrong, sinful and holy–these things aren’t up for 
election. The definition of good and evil don’t exist as members of a 
democracy where “the people” vote and say which is which. 

c. Good and evil exist in a Kingdom that has a King. That King’s name is Jesus and 
HE ALONE IS WORTHY TO JUDGE WHAT IS GOOD AND WHAT IS EVIL. 
1) I know you’ve been told your whole life that you are the master of your 

destiny and to follow your heart and do what YOU see as right.   
a) But the one who is whispering that in your ear is the same serpent who 

whispered it in Eve’s. 
b) The Magician’s Nephew: “Oh Adam’s sons, how cleverly you defend 

yourselves against all that might do you good!” 
2) If you take that bait, if you SEE what you think is GOOD and TAKE it, you 

join the endless chorus of others who have done the same for thousands of 
years, leading to the world we find ourselves in today.   



 

 

d. Let me ask a question. Do you see the world today? Do you see that everyone 
is defining their own version of right and wrong? Do you see the condition 
we’re all in? How’s that working for you? 
1) If you want a different outcome, you must follow a different pattern. What 

pattern? Where God is King and we receive from Him what HE defines as 
good. 

2) This is called HUMILITY. That I come to God poor and empty-handed and 
let Him be King. Let Him define what is good and what is bad. 

3) How do you know God’s definition of good and bad? 
2. ENGAGE your desires with the Word of God. 

a. You are broken and so your desires are broken. Not always, but enough to 
make you lock the doors when you see them coming. 

b. There has to be a better place to look for the definition of good. This is why 
God wrote a book. The Bible has rules, but it is not a list of rules. It is the story 
of a Being Who IS THE DEFINITION of good. When we see Him and His 
greatness, we’ll want Him even more. 

c. We want the things our eyes consume. What are you feeding your eyes? 
d. You cannot pursue the goodness of God while ignoring His Word. 

3. ENJOY God by receiving what He gives, not by taking what you want. 
a. God WANTS to give you good things. But so often we reject them because 

we only have an appetite for things that we must sinfully take.   
b. We’ll never beat sinful desire with discipline for long term. Yes, discipline is 

necessary, but it doesn’t work for the long haul. 
c. You beat evil desire with greater desire. “We are far too easily pleased.” (C.S. Lewis) 
d. At some point in this sin pattern we HAVE TO MAKE A CHOICE. That your 

desire for Jesus would be greater and more pleasing to you than the empty 
promises that sinful desires deliver. 

4. ENLIST the help of others. 
a. Sometimes the difference between staying in your sin and breaking free is 

another person knowing. 
b. Evil things grow in the dark and die in the light. 

III. Questions for Groups: 
A. When you fall into sin and then look back in retrospect, what’s the pattern you 

typically see that led you down that path? 
B. Why do we repeat the same sins over and over again, even when we regret the 

last time we gave in to it? 
C. What is the pattern of Jesus, that if followed, breaks the pattern of sin? 
D. How can we help each other to choose Jesus’ pattern over the other? 

 



 

 

 
IV. Communion 

A. Jesus didn’t just set a good example by breaking the pattern of sin. 
B. Jesus, by dying on the cross and raising from the dead, did what you and I could 

never do. He broke sin itself. And because of His death on the cross, we, by faith, 
can have eternal life through Him. 

C. Communion is where we stop and remember what He did. It’s where we stop for 
a quiet moment of reflection and gratitude for His perfect sacrifice that paid for 
the penalty of our sin. 
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 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 

 
This Sunday, we continued this new series called “Patterns.” As we see specific patterns from God and how 
He interacts with humanity, it will hopefully open up some great reflections and conversations about how 
these might be true in our lives. Pastor Travis took us through the pattern of sin humanity has fallen into. 
With creation, God SAW what is GOOD and GAVE it to us freely. Humanity then corrupted this pattern. We 
SAW what was GOOD and then we TOOK what WE thought was best for ourselves. We each have our 
own series of “fall” narratives, where we SAW, DESIRED what we deem is good, judged wrongly, and 
TOOK. As you read through these passages, take some time to think deeply about the broken sin pattern 
that has developed in your life. If we want a different outcome, we must follow a different pattern! 
 
 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
 

8 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said to the 
woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the 
tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the 
woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good and evil. 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was 
a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and 
she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 

 
In verse one, what did the serpent try to get Eve to question? 

 
What did the serpent say about God’s command in verses four and five? What did he 
imply about God’s character? What did he imply about God’s motives? 
 
How do we see the “saw > desired > took” pattern here in this passage? 

1 
What are some consistent patterns you see in your day-to-day life? Do you consistently see that 
you repeat certain actions each morning as you begin your day? Have you ever thought about the 
“why” behind those consistent patterns in your life?  

2 
We have all struggled with growing in our relationship with God. What do you usually do when 
you don’t feel like you are growing closer to Him? 

1 Someone read Genesis 3:1-6 

SAW. DESIRED. TOOK. 
GENESIS 3 
JANUARY 12, 2020 | PASTOR TRAVIS EDGERTON 
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How do we see Jesus respond to temptation in this passage that is different when 
compared to the passage in Genesis 3:1-6? 
 
 Jesus SAW that God, His Father, was the author of what is GOOD and He only 

received that which His Father GAVE. Jesus broke the pattern. As sinful and broken as 
we are, we have been given access to the same power to overcome because of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection.  

 
 
 

18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which He has called you, 
what are the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of His 
power toward us who believe, according to the working of His great might 20 that He worked in Christ when He 
raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 
one to come. 

 
What difference does growing in our knowledge of God make in our daily lives? 

 
Why is it important to entrust the judgment of our desires (what we deem to be good 
and bad) to God, and not to ourselves?  
 

Travis gave us four ways to start living a new pattern. 1) Entrust judgment of good 
and bad to God. 2) Engage your desires with the Word of God. 3) Enjoy God by 
receiving what He gives, not by taking what you want. 4) Enlist the help of others.  
At some point in this sin pattern, we have to make a choice: that your desire for Jesus 
would be greater and more pleasing to you than the empty promises that sinful 
desires deliver.  

 
 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 
When you fall into sin and then look back in retrospect, what’s the pattern you typically see that 
led you down that path? 

 

2 Why do we repeat the same sins over and over again, even when we regret the last time we  
gave in to it? 

 
3 What is the pattern of Jesus, that if followed, breaks the pattern of sin?  

 
4 How can we help each other to choose Jesus’ pattern over the other? 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Pray as God leads you and your group to close things out. 
 

2 Someone read Matthew 4:1-11 in their Bible 

3 Someone read Ephesians 1:18-21 
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 NEXT WEEK 
 
“PATTERNS” – Man/Beast 
Next week, Pastor Matt will be bringing part three of the Patterns series. Read through Genesis 1:26-31 and 
come prepared to discuss the other Scriptures he shares on Sunday and what God challenges you with from 
that message. 
 
 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion or to hit on all the 
questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content 
from the guide you feel will help your group grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom and 
guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 

 
GENESIS 3:1-6 
 
3:1. The account of the temptation and sin of the first man and woman does not attempt to explain the origin of evil. 
Bible students have debated where evil came from for untold years and still disagree. While we may not be able to 
definitively explain evil’s origin, the Bible affirms God’s goodness and love, our disobedience and sin, and our need to 
confess our sin to God. The serpent, clearly identified in the New Testament as Satan (Rev. 12:9; 20:2), constituted the 
most cunning wild animal created by God. 
 
3:2. To her credit, the woman attempted to correct the serpent’s misquotation of God. She responded that God had 
created a wonderful environment providing both beauty and abundant physical nourishment. Rather than being selfish 
or stingy, God had lavishly demonstrated His generosity and love. 
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3:3. The woman gave her understanding of God’s command. While much she said agrees with God’s original command 
(2:17), she made three significant changes. First, she referred to the tree by its location rather than by its name, thus 
minimizing the importance of the tree and the possible reason God told them not to eat from it. Second, she declared 
God had instructed the man and woman not only to avoid eating the tree’s fruit but also to avoid even touching the 
tree. Perhaps she believed not touching the fruit would better enable her to keep God’s command, but her addition 
indicated she felt a need to modify God’s command. Third, by not using the word for “certainly” in God’s command, the 
woman tried to eliminate the certainty of the punishment of death. 
 
3:4. Hearing the woman’s response, the serpent directly contradicted God in stating death would not result from eating 
the fruit. Having accused God of being selfish and spiteful, the serpent then charged Him with lying. According to the 
serpent, God did not want humans to have some things He had, including knowledge, so He ordered them not to eat 
from one tree’s fruit and threatened them with death to scare them into obeying. The serpent slyly described God in a 
negative way that caused the woman to doubt and disobey Him. 
 
3:5. The serpent appeared to know God better than the woman, suggesting God was intentionally keeping her and her 
husband from becoming what they could. According to the serpent, eating the fruit would not lead to death but to a 
superior, divine knowledge and stature. Their eyes would be opened to a new awareness and knowledge, making them 
like God. The serpent partially spoke the truth. After the man and woman ate the fruit, they gained new knowledge and 
became like God but only in a limited sense. 
 
3:6. The serpent’s words accomplished their purpose. The woman believed the serpent’s statements that God was 
withholding something good and that the punishment of death for disobedience constituted an empty threat. 
Furthermore, the fruit seemed to offer only benefits with no consequences. The benefits included food to satisfy 
physical needs, natural beauty to enhance the enjoyment of life, and the promise of wisdom to make humans like God. 
The woman’s coveting led to her disobeying God to satisfy her desires. 
 

MATTHEW 4:1-11 
 
4:1-4. Jesus’ temptation immediately followed His baptism. Many of God’s people have faced strong temptations 
immediately after spiritual mountaintop experiences. Jesus’ baptism has been viewed as the beginning of His public 
ministry. In His temptation, Jesus faced choices regarding how He would accomplish the mission God had given Him. 
Would He choose God’s way or Satan’s way? 
 
At the beginning of these temptations, Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert. Did the Spirit do the tempting? No, 
the tempter did. Although led by the Spirit into the desert, Jesus was tempted by the devil. An important note of 
difference between the work of the Spirit and the work of Satan is evident in this verse. The Spirit led Jesus into the 
wilderness, but the devil was responsible for the temptation. This verse warns us that we must never blame God for 
temptation, nor should we view Satan as having power equal to God’s. The devil is always bound by what God permits. 
 
Satan attempted to prove Jesus faithless. God permitted Jesus to be tested to demonstrate His faithfulness. Satan 
attempted to create division between God and His Son. The devil works against God’s purposes and God’s people. The 
temptations Jesus faced were real temptations. Yet He steadfastly and repeatedly resisted temptation (Heb. 4:15). 
 
The temptations recorded in Matthew 4 happened after Jesus had fasted 40 days and 40 nights. After a 40-day fast, 
Jesus was hungry. Jesus was both God and man. As a man, Jesus experienced the same kinds of physical needs we 
experience. What did the devil mean by the phrase “if you are the Son of God”? The phrase also could be translated 
“since You are the Son of God.” Satan tempted Jesus to use His power for selfish gain. Would Jesus base His Kingdom 
on selfish desires or on service? The devil looked at the desert with its barren rocks and tempted Jesus to tell these 
stones to become bread. Jesus responded to the devil’s temptations by quoting Scripture. In this instance He quoted 
from Deuteronomy 8:3 to remind him that man does not live on bread alone. Jesus knew that human beings need 
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physical food. But He also recognized people’s greater need for spiritual food. We need every word that comes from 
the mouth of God. God’s Word can satisfy our deepest needs. 
 
4:5-7. Satan took Jesus to the holy city of Jerusalem and had Jesus stand on the highest point of the temple. Satan 
tempted Jesus to throw Himself down from the high point. The devil quoted the written Word of God in his attempt to 
convince Jesus to claim God’s promise of protection. Satan quoted Psalm 91:11-12. These verses refer to God’s 
protection of the faithful who remain committed to Him. As we might expect, he twisted the meaning of Scripture. 
 
The psalm does not teach that God’s people are free to abuse God’s power to satisfy a personal whim. Why did Satan 
tempt Jesus to abuse God’s power in this way? People are drawn to the spectacular. If Jesus jumped and was rescued 
in a supernatural way, He could gain followers. But He rejected the temptation to build His Kingdom in this manner. 
Jesus again responded to temptation with the Word of God: Do not put the Lord your God to the test (see Deut. 6:16). 
 
Jesus refused to abuse God’s power. He refused to build His Kingdom with spectacular displays of power. Jesus 
resisted the temptation to bypass the cross and His redemptive mission by refusing to yield to this temptation. 
 
4:8-11. In this temptation Satan tried to tempt Jesus with instant power apart from the way of the cross. He tempted 
Jesus to use worldly methods to achieve His purposes. The setting was a very high mountain. The devil showed Jesus 
all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. The devil claimed the rule of the world and offered to resign his claim 
if Jesus would bow down and worship him. Jesus faced a clear choice. He could follow the will of the devil or that of 
God. Jesus would receive glory after His death and resurrection, but Satan tried to persuade Jesus to take the easy way 
and receive instant power, authority, and wealth apart from the way of the cross. Jesus knew, however, that the end 
does not justify the means. God’s will cannot be accomplished by worldly methods. Note Jesus’ firm response: Away 
from Me, Satan! In this response to the devil, Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:13: Worship the Lord your God, and serve 
Him only. God alone is worthy of worship. Jesus resolved to center His life on God’s purpose. Jesus refused to resort to 
worldly methods to achieve God’s purposes. Jesus knew that God’s will cannot be done apart from doing things God’s 
way. 
 
EPHESIANS 1:18-21 
 
1:18. When we were converted, our renewed hearts were given new “eyes.” Now God’s light needs to strike our heart-
eyes. The first ultimate reality we need to see with our heart-eyes is the hope of His calling. God took the initiative to 
call us as individuals to salvation. This calling became real in our lives when we became Christians (“when you heard 
the word of truth ... when you believed,” 1:13). But all this looks forward to a glorious future hope, the fulfillment of 
eternal life guaranteed by the Holy Spirit. In Scripture, hope is not some vague expectation but rather is an assured 
promise. Paul longed for all believers to live in joyful expectancy for the future as a result of the fact that God has called 
us to Himself. The second ultimate reality we need to see is the glorious riches of His inheritance among the saints. In 
1:11 Paul acknowledged that “we were also made His inheritance.” The Israelites had been spoken of as God’s 
inheritance (Deut. 4:20; 9:29; Zech. 2:12). Now Christians are called God’s esteemed possession. Paul did not think of 
this merely in individualistic terms; rather, we are among the saints. The apostle did not think it presumptuous for 
believers to think that we are something very special to God—something he called glorious riches. Paul longed for all 
believers to see that we are God’s prized inheritance. 
 
1:19. The third ultimate reality we need to see with our heart-eyes is the immeasurable greatness of His power to us 
who believe. Only divine power is sufficient to bring the two previous realities to fulfillment. Thus Paul prayed that 
believers will get a grip on the vast power that God has deployed. The apostle piled up four words that are similar in 
meaning. “Power” in the original language is the basis of the English term “dynamo.” The Greek word rendered 
“working” is the basis of our English term “energy.” The phrase “His vast strength”—literally “strength of His might”—
translates two Greek terms that when combined suggest power in action, not a mere abstract quality. Paul longed for 
all believers to be fully persuaded that there is no power shortage with God. He will accomplish everything He has 
planned for His beloved saints. 
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1:20. How much power does God have? He has the power involved in raising Jesus from the dead. No other power, 
whether angelic or demonic, is able to raise the dead. Yet by God’s power the death of Jesus was reversed. He received 
resurrection life that can never die. That same power is already at work in believers. How much power does God have? 
He has the power it took for seating Jesus at His right hand. Luke described Jesus’ ascension from the Earth (Luke 
24:51; Acts 1:9). Paul and other writers knew that this meant Jesus had been exalted to the most prestigious position 
in the universe (Phil. 2:9-11; Heb. 1:3). By “in the heavens”, Paul meant the supernatural realm invisible to natural sight. 
 
1:21. Four similar terms (ruler and authority, power and dominion) point to various supernatural and natural opponents 
of Christ. By every title given, Paul was considering names that people use to refer to powerful individuals. None of 
these threatens Christ’s supremacy during the present period or in eternity. Although not all such enemies of Christ 
have conceded His sovereignty, they have already been defeated. Christ’s enthronement at the Father’s right hand 
demonstrates that He already reigns in complete supremacy. 
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