
 

 

Sit with Me, Part 1 February 9, 2020 
Luke 5:27-39 Pastor Matt Whiteford 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Why I love Modesto 
  1.   The food 
  2.   The location 
  3.   The community 
  4.   The people: all kinds from all walks living in all kinds of environments 
*I love living here because I have an opportunity to engage all kinds of people–people with whom 
I have things in common to people from whom I could learn because they are vastly different 
from me. 
 B.   How do I see all these people? 
  1.   My passions: things I love I want to share (Mr. T’s, cryo, good MLT); I share because I 

want others to experience that greatness of what I’ve experienced. 
  2.   My communication comes from a desire to see the quality of life improve for those people. 
   a.   When I truly believe that something has changed my life, I will naturally share that 

with others because I want their lives to be changed too. Why then, is it often 
difficult to share compassionately with others about Jesus and invite them to 
experience my Gospel Community? 

   b.   This is what we are unpacking this week and next week. I’d encourage you to be 
here and be willing to think about what God has done in you and what He wants 
to do through you. 

II. The message and ministry of Jesus (Luke 5:27-39) 
 A.  Jesus and invitation (verses 27-30) 
  1.   Jesus has been preaching, dealing with the Pharisees, casting out demons, healing 

people and calling disciples. 
  2.   Jesus and Levi (verses 27-28) 
   a.   Tax collectors: traitors and legal thieves, over-charged and brought false charges 

to extort money; worked for Rome and hated by the Jews; considered to be the 
worst of sinners along with prostitutes and criminals 

   b.   Information about Levi presents no evidence he was dishonest and there were 
honest tax collectors (Luke 3:12-13) 

Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to Him, “Teacher, what shall we do?’ And He 
said to them, ‘Collect no more than you are authorized to do.’ 
   c.   Jesus invites a person whom the well-respected would not consider and gave an 

invitation that would likely be rejected, yet Levi left everything and accepted the 
invitation!   

  3.  The feast and the Pharisees (verses 29-30) 
   a.   Levi, deeply impacted by Jesus, invites all his friends and co-workers to 

experience what he had experienced - immediately does what Jesus did! 
   b.   Pharisees very concerned and angry with Jesus 



 

 

    1)  Doesn’t matter who Levi was or how he actually lived, what mattered was 
that he was in the “sinner” category and was condemned. 

    2)  Jesus’ interaction alone, not even mentioning His invitation, would make        
Him suspect. 

 B.   Interlude 
  1.   Call of Levi accomplished three things:  
   a.   Salvation for Levi 
   b.   Added a disciple 
   c.   Created opportunity to explain His ministry and message to Levi’s friends and    

the Pharisees 
  2.   Jesus regularly invited people whose context or background was suspect or 

dismissed from active pursuit. 
   a.   The religious leaders criticized Jesus because they didn’t understand His ministry 

or message. 
   b.   They refused to even try to understand the “new” things God was doing. 
*Warning: often, we are stuck in what we’ve done or been doing and fail to recognize the new 
way God is doing what He’s always done. 
 C.   Ministry and message of Jesus (verses 31-39) 
  1.   The Physician (verses 31-32) 
   a.   Pharisees saw others as already condemned but Jesus saw others as the sick for 

whom there was hope to help. 
   b.   Sin=a disease that will eventually be fatal. 
   c.   How do sick people react to the news? 
    1)  Anger, denial, isolation, loss of self 
    2) They do anything to live–no change is off the table. 
*What would you do if a loved one reacted with anger or denial to the news of illness? Would you 
react the same if someone rejected your invitation to experience what you’ve experienced in Jesus? 
   d.   Jesus acted as a compassionate, understanding doctor to those who were in sin - 

how do you react? 
  2.   The Bridegroom (verses 33-35) 
   a.   Problem: too much celebration, joy, and fellowship! 
    1)  Old Testament required fasting one day a year–on the Day of Atonement.  

Pharisees required it twice a week. 
    2)  Matthew 6:16 
“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that 
their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.” 
   b.   Weddings were inevitable events–wanted everyone in the community to share in 

the celebration, joy, and fellowship.  
   c.   Jesus acted as a Bridegroom Who wanted His guests to enter into the life-

changing celebration (Matthew 22:9-10) 
‘Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ And those 
servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 



 

 

*There is good reason to rejoice when people are presented with and receive the Gospel, no 
matter what walk of life they come from. 
  3.   The Garment (verse 36) 
   a.   Legalism had corrupted what God had given Israel. 
   b.   Jesus was always the fulfillment of the Law, it was never a salvation by works plan. 
   c.   Garments in Scripture often used to picture character and conduct (Isaiah 61:10; 

Colossians 3:8-17) 
   d.   Jesus is not about mixing our way and His way. He is committed to transforming 

you and me to fully reflect His way! Not a patchwork of me, Him, and the world. 
*Jesus clothes anyone who responds to His invitation with His righteousness! 
  4.   The Wineskins (verses 37-39) 
   a.   If unfermented wine is put into old brittle wineskins, the gas will burst the skins 

and all will go to waste. 
   b.  Jesus is speaking of the new covenant; He is the fulfillment of the old covenant. 

(Luke 22:20) 
*The Pharisees promoted an insider and unwelcoming religious system but Jesus invited 
outsiders to participate alongside those who already had a relationship with God! 
III. Implications 
 A.   Principles of Jesus 
  1.   The growth of God’s Kingdom and family comes through the invitational posture of 

God’s people. 
  2.   The invite list includes everyone, not just those who seem like they will respond. 
  3.   We are called to reflect the spirit and character of Jesus as we interact with those far 

from God. 
*These apply to every person who has expressed faith in Jesus. 
 B.   Self-assessment 
  1.   Are you passionate and grateful about what God is doing in you? 
  2.   Do you want to better reflect Jesus? 
  3.   How willing are you to consider shifting your life and behavior to become more 

invitational on God’s behalf? 
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 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 
This Sunday, we started a short two-week series about the power of inviting others to hear about the life-
changing power of the Gospel. Pastor Matt shared from the story of Jesus calling Levi. With Jesus’ invitation 
and Levi’s response, it stirs up a whole pot of craziness for those who were set in their ways of religious 
practices. It also highlights the need to ask this question – how willing am I to extend an invitation to 
someone who is in need of the life-changing power of the Gospel? Go ahead and dig into this passage 
together as your group discusses what this means for our lives and God’s desire for us to be invitational with 
those who need Jesus.  
 
 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

  
27 After this He went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth. And He said to 
him, “Follow Me.” 28 And leaving everything, he rose and followed Him. 29 And Levi made Him a great feast in 
his house, and there was a large company of tax collectors and others reclining at table with them. 30 And the 
Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at His disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors 
and sinners?”  

 

What is so surprising about vs. 27-28? Who is Levi? What do you think led Levi to 
abandon everything so quickly to follow Jesus? 
 
What was the first thing that Levi did after leaving everything to follow Jesus? Why do 
you think he did this? 
 
Who did Levi invite? Who are the people in your community or life that need to be 
invited to sit with you and experience the Gospel of Jesus at CrossPoint?  
 
What were the Pharisees and scribes assuming when they complained in v. 30? What 
are the implications for us as we think about the people in our lives that we come in 
contact with? 

 
 

1 
What is something (a place you like to go to or eat at, or an activity) you enjoy so much that you 
find yourself inviting others to experience it with you or tell them they should try for themselves? 

1 Someone read Luke 5:27-30 
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31 And Jesus answered them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 32 I have 
not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” 33 And they said to Him, “The disciples of John fast 
often and offer prayers, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but Yours eat and drink.” 34 And Jesus said to 
them, “Can you make wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? 35 The days will come when the 
bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in those days.” 36 He also told them a parable: “No 
one tears a piece from a new garment and puts it on an old garment. If he does, he will tear the new, and the 
piece from the new will not match the old.37 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new 
wine will burst the skins and it will be spilled, and the skins will be destroyed. 38 But new wine must be put into 
fresh wineskins. 39 And no one after drinking old wine desires new, for he says, ‘The old is good.’” 

 

How did the Pharisees’ question in v. 33 relate to the events described in vs. 27-32? 
What seemed to be the motivation behind these questions? 
 

Does Jesus’ response in vs. 34-35 surprise you? What stands out to you about what He 
said in His response? 
 

What was Jesus’ point about the relationship between new and old garments? How 
does this correspond to the difference between the advent of Jesus’ ministry and the 
teaching and practices based on what we know as the Old Testament?  
 

 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 
When was the last time you invited someone to sit with you at church? If they accepted your 
invitation, how did they respond to being at CrossPoint with you? If they declined, how was the 
experience of simply inviting them? 

 

2 Have you ever felt like you should invite someone to sit with you at church, but did not actually 
ask them? You are not alone! What was the primary reason for not inviting them? 

 

3 

A few self-assessment questions:  
 

• Are you passionate and grateful about what God is doing in you? 
• Do you want to better reflect Jesus? 

 

If your answer is yes to the questions above, how do you need to shift your willingness, life, and 
behavior to become more invitational on God’s behalf? 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Pray as you see fit to wrap up your group time. 
 

 NEXT WEEK 
 

“SIT WITH ME” part 2 
Next week, Pastor Matt will wrap up this two-week series about the value and need for us to develop the 
willingness to invite people to experience the love of Jesus we share together at CrossPoint. Read through 
Luke 14 (the Parable of the Great Banquet) and come prepared to discuss what is shared on Sunday and 
what God challenges you with from that passage and message. 
 

2 Someone read Luke 5:31-39 
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 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion or to hit on all the 
questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content 
from the guide you feel will help your group grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom and 
guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 
LUKE 5:27-33 
 
5:27-28. One day Jesus encountered Levi. The rebel with a cause against religious power structures met the man who 
represented foreign power structure at its worse—a man whose profession was to collect money for the Romans. Luke 
took up the Markan call narrative refrain: Follow me (Mark 1:17). Levi showed how to join the proper power structure. 
He left everything he had—his profession, his profits, and his personal identity. He followed Jesus. 
 
5:29-30. Following meant more than just wandering the countryside listening to Jesus teach and preach. Following 
meant using your influence and skills for Jesus. Levi left the tax table to invite people to the supper table. Following 
Jesus meant telling others what Jesus had done for him. The others were friends Levi had known for a long time—not 
new acquaintances formed for convenience and prosperity. 
 
5:31-32. In typical Jewish teacher fashion, Jesus cited a proverb to emphasize His message. Wellness did not drive 
people to the doctor. Illness did. Jesus was the spiritual doctor. He came with a message of repentance. That message 
seemed misdirected. It did not save Israel and the Middle East, where political confusion reigned. It saved those 
religious leaders considered unworthy of God’s attention. Power began to reveal true positions in life. Who was sick? 
The tax collector’s friends, people willing to work for the Roman government and thus against Israel? Or religious 
leaders who knew more about God than God did? The title Righteous One given them by humans was the only title 
they would ever receive. Jesus picked out the lowest social positions as the positions through which He would work. 
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5:33. The Pharisees were offended at the behavior of Jesus’ disciples as compared to their own disciples and those of 
John the Baptist. Jesus was not opposed to fasting (Matthew 4:2; 6:16-18), but He also allowed His disciples to attend 
banquets (eat and drink), like that given by Levi. This was in stark contrast to the Pharisees’ rigid schedule of fasting. 
They fasted twice weekly (18:12), on the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16:29), four times a year to remember the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians (Zechariah 8:19), plus any other time it was deemed appropriate. 
 
5:34-35. Jesus applied the issue of fasting to a wedding, as if He were the groom. It was not appropriate to fast during 
the joy of a wedding or before the divine groom was taken away (i.e., before the cross, resurrection, and ascension). 
 
5:36-37. The first of Jesus’ two parables applied the principle that you cannot patch an old garment with new cloth. It 
will tear the new cloth and it won’t match the old garment. On the heels of the controversy about fasting, Jesus 
illustrated the point that His message was radical (the new) and could not serve as a patch for the existing form of 
Judaism (the old garment). 
 
5:38-39. Jesus’ second parable initially made the same point as the first, but then proceeded further. New (not fully 
fermented) wine cannot be put into old wineskins because it will burst and ruin them. New wine (the message of Jesus) 
must be put into fresh wineskins (the church of Jesus Christ; see Matthew 16:18). But there was a natural reason why 
many of Jesus’ hearers continued to cling to Judaism: old (properly fermented and aged) wine (the established 
traditions of Judaism) tastes better (more familiar and comfortable). 
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