
 

 

Sit with Me, Part 2 February 16, 2020 
Luke 14:12-14 Pastor Matt Whiteford 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Recap 
  1.   Jesus regularly invited people whose context or background was suspect or 

dismissed from active pursuit. 
  2.   Jesus invited people, understanding both the urgency of their situation and the cost to 

change it. 
  3.   Jesus calls us to carry out the mission He modeled for us–to add to the Kingdom of God. 
 B.   Staff exercise 
  1.   How does God grow His Kingdom? 
  2.   Every group = relationships - active, intentional, invitational ones to be exact 
II. Sit with Me Part 2 
 A.   Luke 14:12-14 
  1.   Setting 
   a.   Saturday (Sabbath); Jesus invited to dinner with Pharisees; no evidence He ever 

got invited back 
   b.   Heals a man with dropsy (edema due to congestive heart failure) 
   c.   Confronts the pride in the room with a parable 
  2.   Verses 12-14 (read it) 
   a.   Spoken to the host, no longer the guests 
    1)  Jesus can’t really mean this? 
    2)  The deceptive power of sin and the human heart enslaved by the law of 

reciprocity (always do what will pay off in convenience, undisturbed pleasure, 
domestic comfort, and social tranquility) 

   b.   Jesus speaks radically because our sin is radical! 
*The core of Jesus’ ministry is doing, at great cost to Himself, for others something they could 
never repay. That is what He asks us to imitate. 
 B.   One thing that could change everything for someone 
  1.   What if you could? 
   a.   Not a new thing, an old thing 
   b.   One behavior/habit, a keystone habit  
    1)  Defined: small changes or habits that people introduce into their routines that 

carry over to other aspects of their lives. These habits have a domino effect in 
one’s life. 

    2)  Example: Tracking what you eat. Eat better, sleep better, more alert at work, 
make more money, your children love you, they stay in town rather than move 
away, get grandchildren you have access to... all because you began to track 
what you eat! 

  2.   CP keystone habit: come sit with me 
   a.   Q:  Why would you or I tell someone about something in our lives? 
    A:  So they don’t miss out 



 

 

   b.   If Jesus is the one thing that could change everything for somebody, why are we 
not consistently inviting people to join us in our Gospel community? 

  3.   Triggers for our habit 
   a.   Three nots: 
    1)  Not in church 
    2)  Not going well 
    3)  Not prepared for 
   b.   Is our church the answer for everything? Maybe, maybe not, but we are all about 

Jesus and how He wants to transform our lives - what’s that Gospel not the 
answer for? 

  4.   The compelling Gospel 
   a.   Adrian Rogers: Big Bible in a plane; why do you read that?; there’s only three 

problems in the world, sin, sorrow, and death. And this addresses all three. Back 
to reading; 15 minutes later, guy says, I’ve been trying to think of something not 
related those three things ... 

   b.   Luke 16:16 
“"The Law and the Prophets were until John; since then the Good News of the Kingdom of God is 
preached, and everyone forces his way into it.” 
    1)  Era of Law and Prophets has come to an end. Age of the Kingdom has come. 
     a) Doesn’t make the Law invalid 
     b) Jesus fulfills the Law and takes it from external behavior and emphasizes 

the internal motivation. 
    2)  “Everyone forces his way into it.” 
     a) Ordinary people eager to enter into the Kingdom of God 
     b) Gospel so clear and compelling that people want it before they even 

believe it! 
*We are called to inspire more people to follow Jesus because Jesus brought the Kingdom of God 
to Earth and everyone is invited to participate in it! 
III. Challenging our culture 
 A.   Staff question - How does the local church grow? 
  1.   Relationships, not worship, size, preaching, location, etc. 
  2.   Q: Are we a people who so value what God is doing here that we invite others into it? 
 B.   Will we or won’t we be good stewards of what God has given us? 
  1. Sit with me: start small if you must but don’t stop. Listen to what people are saying 

and act on it.  
  2.   When this becomes a keystone habit, it will begin to impact how we serve, sing, give, 

learn, and how we evaluate because as long as we see ourselves through the eyes of 
those we’re inviting (sitting next to us) then we will get it right. 

  3.   But, the minute we turn inward and it’s all about us, we are done with Jesus’ mission. 
 C.   Who are you going to ask to sit with you? 
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SEE HIGHLIGHTED SECTION TOWARDS THE END OF THE DISCUSSION GUIDE AND  
ATTACHED INFO SHEET FOR THE UPCOMING COMMUNITY WEEK 

 

 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 

 
This Sunday, Pastor Matt wrapped up a short, two-week series about developing an invitational posture 
towards others. He spoke from Luke 14 and focused on the Parable of the Great Banquet. Jesus shared this 
parable in response to the Pharisees’ prideful attitude in the beginning of ch. 14. Jesus was in the habit of 
doing things for others that they could never repay Him for–many times, at great cost to Himself. For us, we 
have to ask ourselves, “What if there was one thing we could do for someone that would change everything 
for them?” What would it cost us? 
 
 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

  
12 He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your 
friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be 
repaid. 13 But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed, 
because they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” 
  

Was Jesus saying you shouldn’t ever have your friends and family over for a meal?  
What was He saying? 
 
Why do you think people tend to give preference to one of the groups Jesus listed in 
these verses over the other? What actions might we take to implement Jesus’ teaching  
in v. 13? 
 
How did Jesus’ view of honor vary from that held by others at the meal? How does it 
differ from our culture’s view? 

 

1 What is the best or most memorable event/place someone has invited you to in recent memory? 

2 
What are we communicating when we invite someone to join us in doing something together 
(eating at a restaurant you enjoy, checking out a doughnut or coffee shop, taking the kids to play 
at a new park, etc.)? 

1 Someone read Luke 14:12-14 

SIT WITH ME | Pt.2 
LUKE 14:12-14 
FEBRUARY 16, 2020 | PASTOR MATT WHITEFORD 
 



Sermon Discussion Guide 

Jesus taught that people demonstrate true humility by acting on the basis of what 
others need rather than on what others can do for them in return. He explained that 
God Himself would repay such humility. By reaching out to those who could not repay 
the act of kindness, the host would not expect to receive anything in return. But by 
this action he would be inviting a much greater reward, God’s special blessing. In 
dying on the cross for our sins, Jesus demonstrated such humility to us; love requires 
that we demonstrate the Gospel by following His example. 

 

  
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in Heaven and on Earth has been given to me. 19 Go  
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of  
the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.” 

 

Why do you think Jesus prefaced the Great Commission by reminding His disciples that 
“all authority in Heaven and on Earth” had been given to Him? How might knowing this 
encourage us as we consider who we can invite to sit with us in church? 
 

In Matthew 28, Jesus spoke to His disciples following His Resurrection from the grave. 
Jesus proclaimed that all authority had been given to Him on Heaven and Earth. He 
displayed this authority in His Resurrection from the dead. Jesus does not command 
us to do anything that He has not already equipped us to do. He promised His 
disciples that He would always be with them. He promises the same to us as well. 
Knowing that Christ is living in us should radically change the way we view ourselves. 
We have been given everything we need to join Jesus by inspiring more people to 
follow Him. 

 
 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 What is Jesus’ invitation to humanity? What did Jesus’ invitation to you look like when you said 
yes to Him? 

 

2 If Jesus is the one thing that could change everything for somebody, what is keeping us from not 
consistently inviting people to join us in our Gospel community? 

 

3 

Matt shared three triggers that we can look for in conversations:  
• “I’m NOT going to a church.” 
• “Life is NOT going well.” 
• “I’m/we’re NOT prepared for this.” 

 

Who is someone in your life who is experiencing one of those “nots” and whom you can invite to 
sit with you at church? 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Together, spend a few minutes thanking God for giving us a church where we get experience God’s 
goodness, truth, and grace! Ask God to help you to develop an invitational posture and heart for others in 

2 Someone read Matthew 28:18-20 
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your life. Ask God to give you ears to hear when opportunities are there to invite someone to sit with you in 
church.  
 NEXT WEEK 
 

CELEBRATION SUNDAY & COMMUNITY WEEK 
Sunday, Feb 23 will be Celebration Sunday! We will come together to celebrate the work Jesus has been 
doing in the lives of those who will be baptized. Plan to stay after 2nd service to connect with your church 
family over lunch and get food from the various food trucks that will be on campus.  
 
Your group can continue the celebration by planning a Community Night. Check out the attached 
Community Night Info Sheet to plan your time together by sharing a meal or plan a game night. If you want 
to spend time together in prayer, feel free to break out as guys and ladies or stay together for that time. 
Whatever you do, have fun enjoying each other. We will have another sermon discussion guide for the week 
of Sunday, Mar 1.  
 
 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion or to hit on all the 
questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content 
from the guide you feel will help your group grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom and 
guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 
LUKE 14:7-14 
 
14:7-13. Jesus selected the contents of the parable on the basis of what was happening in the banquet. The best 
places at a dinner were next to the host. Jesus’ parable made the point that the danger of arrogantly taking the best 
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place at a banquet was that the person who invited you - here representing God - could ask you to move to the lowest 
place at the banquet table, causing humiliation rather than honor. It was wiser to sit in the seat of the humble and then 
be asked to move up to a seat of higher honor. The point was clear: If you try to gain honor for yourself, you will be 
humbled and humiliated. But if you show humility, then you will receive great honor. 
 
14:14. In contrast to Luke 6:20-22, which speaks of a present blessed state, this blessing occurs in the future at the 
resurrection. God will bless/repay. Jesus’ belief in the resurrection coincided with that of the Pharisees as opposed to 
the Sadducees, who denied the resurrection (Acts 23:8). 
 
MATTHEW 28:18-20 
 
28:18. Matthew noted that Jesus came near or approached. Here was no case of mistaken identity. The disciples could 
look Jesus in the eye and see that this One was the same Person Whom Pilate had arrested. They could hear the voice 
clearly and know it was the voice they had listened to for several years. Jesus’ claim made the need for decision even 
clearer: “All authority has been given to Me in Heaven and on Earth.” The Kingdom Jesus talked about (4:17) had been 
established. The King had received authority to reign. This Kingdom far exceeded the size of the Roman Empire. Only 
God could make such a declaration. Only One Who ruled in Heaven as well as on Earth could claim such power. 
 
28:19-20. On the basis of His authority, Jesus issued the Great Commission. Disciples had to accept the authority if 
they were to accept the commission. The commission is intricately formulated in the Greek. Stated somewhat literally 
as translated from the Greek language, the Great Commission reads as follows: “Therefore, having gone, disciple all the 
nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to keep [or to 
persistently obey] as much as I commanded you. And look here, I am with you all the days, until the completion [or 
perfection] of the age.” The introductory “therefore” connects the Great Commission to Jesus’ authority established in 
verse 18. The phrase “having gone” assumes obedience to the Commission. This phrase is not so much a call to go as it 
is a command to do certain things on the way. Disciples who recognize Christ’s authority have one major task. The only 
imperative verb form in these verses formulates that task. Disciples under Christ’s authority disciple the nations. That is, 
they share the Gospel and help believers grow in Christ. Building the church by discipling the nations expands the 
disciple’s journey. It sends them to the nations. Here is the universal nature of the Gospel made explicit and clear. 
Disciples under Christ’s authority must leave their comfort zones and the people with whom they feel at home. They 
must expand their horizons to incorporate every nation of people on Earth. The church must devise plans and strategies 
to use the talents, gifts, energies, and resources of every one of its members. Every member must be on the move, 
discipling the nations. 
 
In addition to going, discipling involves two other actions. The first is baptizing, which is to occur only after a person 
has acknowledged Jesus, the risen Savior, as his or her personal Savior. Baptism incorporates the new believer officially 
into the church. Baptism is also one means of making a public confession of faith. Baptism pictures or symbolizes what 
Jesus did and what the new Christian is doing. Jesus died for our sins. He was buried in the tomb. God raised Him from 
death to life. Baptism also pictures the believer’s having died to sin and being raised to a new life in Christ, a life that is 
eternal through the ages. 
 
The second action in discipling is teaching. This instruction reaches back to the earthly ministry of Jesus. It takes every 
parable, every sermon, every word Jesus said and teaches them to the church. It seeks to develop Christlike individuals. 
The teaching ministry begins with the New Testament accounts of the life and death of Jesus Christ. It expands to the 
rest of the New Testament and then incorporates the Old Testament as the foundation of Who God is and what God 
planned long before He sent Jesus to fulfill Old Testament prophecies. This entire Word of God is the curriculum each 
disciple is charged to teach to new believers. 
 



 HOME GROUPS COMMUNITY WEEK (Week of 2/23) 
 
Sunday, Feb 23 is what we call Celebration Sunday at CrossPoint. These kinds of 
Sundays are great opportunities to do something different in our home groups, since 
there was no sermon. This is a great week to change the focus from gathering to do a 
study or a focused discussion and instead put more of a focus on relationships. 
 
The kind of community that we pursue with each other seldom happens if the only 
time a group gets together is for weekly group study/discussion meetings. Changing 
the focus of the weekly gathering from time to time or doing something outside of the 
regular group meeting are essential, if the group is going to remain dynamic and grow 
in intentional relationship together. 
 
 The following is a list of options that may be helpful to you and your group as   
 you brainstorm ideas of things you can do together: 
 
¤ Host a potluck, and maybe include the kids too! 
¤ Have group members open their homes for a progressive dinner. 
¤ Host a game night, playing party or board games together. 
¤ Gather around a bonfire for s’mores or snacks and conversation. 
¤ Go out to eat together at a local restaurant. 
¤ Go bowling together at a local bowling alley. 

 
The following is a list of options that may be helpful to you and your group IF YOU 
WANT TO STILL HAVE A FOCUSED CONVERSATION: 
 
¤ Have everyone bring something they can share with the group:  

1. Scripture they have read that has challenged or encouraged them 
2. A book they have read that has been helpful in their growth in Christ 

¤ Have everyone share their testimony. 
¤ Have a conversation about what spiritual growth goals each person wants to 

achieve in the coming year, and make a plan to check in during the year. 
 
This list could keep going, but you know your group better than anyone else. Before 
your group wraps up the week before you plan your Community Night, talk about 
what you want to do together and make a plan! 
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