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 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 
Paul wrote the Colossian letter to counter a group of false teachers who wanted to replace the Colossians’ 
energetic devotion to Christ with only a mild “acceptance” of Him. These false teachers didn’t encourage 
anyone to forget Jesus altogether; they just said He wasn’t the only show in town. According to them, Jesus 
got equal billing with a vast number of emanating spirits flowing out of God. In contrast, Paul wrote to tell 
believers the truth of the Gospel and its implications. When we know who we are in Jesus, it will lead to 
energy for the mission of Jesus. And the opposite is true as well. If we don’t care or have passion for His 
mission, is it possible that we aren’t really as sure about who we are? Community is such an important part 
of helping us examine our lives, in light of the Gospel. The conversation you will have together will be a great 
opportunity to really assess where each of you are in this. 
 
 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

  
24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ's 
afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the 
stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the Word of God fully known, 26 the mystery 
hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to His saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how 
great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory. 28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present 
everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all His energy that He powerfully works within me. 

 
Why do you think that suffering or pain, such as Paul endured as he wrote this letter 
from prison, often serves to advance the Gospel? 
 

Sometimes suffering serves to advance the Gospel because it confirms the sincerity of 
the one preaching the message. Paul would not have endured all the suffering and 
pain that he did unless he believed that the message he preached was based in truth. 

 
What message did Paul suggest should be the loudest proclaimed by the church? What 
priorities in our church reveal that our church is proclaiming that message to the world? 

1 
What has been the most rewarding part of living in community with other Christians? What  
has been the most challenging part? 

1 Someone read Colossians 1:24-29  

WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO 
COLOSSIANS 1:24-2:5 
MARCH 8, 2020 | PASTOR KYLE BELDEN 
 



Sermon Discussion Guide 

 

  
1 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all who have not 
seen me face to face, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of 
full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible 
arguments. 5 For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order 
and the firmness of your faith in Christ. 

 

Paul had just finished teaching on the person and work of Jesus. He reminded the 
church that Jesus is the One Who made it possible for them to have a right 
relationship with God when they were enemies and hostile to God. Paul pointed to 
himself as an example of someone who was once an enemy and was then made right 
with God through Jesus, so that he could be a minister of the power of the Gospel. 

 

In vs. 2-3 what does Paul want for the people of Colossae and Laodicea?  
 
What was the danger facing the Colossians? Who was Paul worried would delude them 
with persuasive arguments (see the included commentary)?  
 
What dangers or false arguments do we face now, within our culture and the things we 
allow to influence us? Why should we not live in fear of those influences and what can 
we put our hope in? 

 
 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 
1 How have you seen your identity in Jesus affect your energy for His work? 

 
2 What motivates you to step into the mission to make Jesus known wherever you go? 

 

3 What disconnects do you see in your life between your identity in Jesus and your work for  
His mission? 

 

4 

As you look at this coming week ahead, how can you live out the passion we see in Paul? 
ANOTHER WAY TO ASK THIS: What are some ways you can take what God is doing in you  
and connect that with how you can serve others at CrossPoint and in your community outside 
the church? 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Pray with your group to end your time together. 
 
 NEXT WEEK 
 

READ COLOSSIANS 2:6-23 
Prepare for next week’s message and group discussion by reading through this passage a few times this 
week and write down any insights or questions you have before meeting with your home group. 
 

2 Someone read Colossians 2:1-5 
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 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week. 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion or to hit on all the 
questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content 
from the guide you feel will help your group grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom and 
guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 COMMENTARY 
 
COLOSSIANS 1:24-2:5 
 
1:24–25. In his effort to keep believers from falling prey to the seductive sounds of false teaching, Paul tells us the truth about 
authentic ministry. It involves suffering. Its aim is maturity. It’s hard work. It is not surprising to find Paul talking about suffering for 
the sake of the Gospel, since he knew suffering “up close and personal.” He wrote the letter to the Colossians from prison. He wasn’t 
there because prison was a great place for Paul to work through writer’s block. He wasn’t there because he found it such a pleasant 
place. Paul had encountered suffering. Yet Paul was able to rejoice in what he suffered. Why? Because he suffered on behalf of 
others and because his suffering allowed him to identify with Jesus Christ. The world hated Jesus Christ; and now that He is not 
around to persecute, they persecute His followers (see John 15:18–21). As a result, suffering brings about an identification with the 
Savior that nothing else can (see Phil. 3:10). 
 
Paul endured his sufferings for the sake of the body. Paul was willing to suffer on behalf of the Church, because he saw himself as 
the church’s servant. God gave him a commission to proclaim the Gospel, and suffering was included with the commission. 
 
1:26–27. Paul calls the message he was responsible to announce a “mystery”. The term “mystery” means “secret.” It is something 
that was kept hidden for ages and generations but is now disclosed to the saints. What’s the secret? That God has chosen to include 
the Gentiles in the blessings of salvation (see Eph. 3:1–6). What’s the secret? Jesus Christ is the secret. He opens the door to 
everyone. The unprecedented secret is that all are included. The unprecedented truth is that Jesus Christ lives in all who trust Him. 
And not only does He live in us; He is our hope of glory. 
 
1:28–29. Authentic ministry isn’t just about suffering. It’s also hard work. Paul makes this clear by calling his work “labor” (to work to 
the point of exhaustion) and struggling (literally, agonizing). The good news is that this hard work is motivated and enabled by God’s 
energy, which so powerfully works in us. Paul tells us his objective or aim in enduring the suffering and hard work—to present 
everyone perfect [mature] in Christ. The goal of spiritual experience is not to chase the fads or jump on every new religious 
bandwagon. The goal is spiritual maturity. By reminding believers of this simple truth, Paul hopes to help us avoid the enticing 
sounds that might lead us away from maturity and into deception. 
 
2:1. Paul likely had not preached in Colossae or Laodicea. Nevertheless, he continued to have a great struggle for believers there and 
for all Christians who had not seen him. The Greek term rendered “struggle” gives us the English word agony. It was used of 
strenuous exertion in athletics.  
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2:2. Paul’s ongoing concern for believers who had not seen him was that their hearts (inner beings) might be encouraged or 
strengthened. They needed spiritual strength to reject the false teachings to which they were being subjected. In addition, believers 
needed to be joined together (“knit together” or “united”) in love (agape, God’s kind of love). That kind of unity would guard against 
divisions caused by false teachings. 
 
2:3-4. False teachers claimed they had exclusive, superior knowledge people needed to experience salvation. Paul countered that in 
Christ all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden. Paul was concerned that the Colossian Christians might fall victim to 
false teachers’ glib presentations. The Greek term rendered deceive originally meant “to cheat by false reckoning” and then “to 
delude.”  
 
2:5. Though Paul could not be physically present with the Colossian believers, he was with them in spirit. He used two related 
military images to express the basis of the joy they brought him. The phrase well ordered translates a Greek term that has the sense 
of an unbroken line of soldiers. Some believers may have bought into the false teachers’ polished speech, but most were holding the 
line. Most believers were maintaining their faith in Christ—their personal commitment to Him. 


