
 

 

The Big Picture March 29, 2020 
Series, “Colossians: Who Jesus is/Who I Am” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Colossians 3:17-4:1 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Connection 
  1.   Seeing so many of you at church on Sunday; now seeing a smattering of you 

at Costco, at a safe distance on a trail running or biking, or on some virtual 
platform. 

   a.   The Season we are in is challenging for everyone without exception - some 
struggling more than others. 

  b.   But it’s also revealing some things I don’t want to admit. Like my level of 
gratitude for what God has given me and my enthusiastic submission to 
Jesus. 

  2.   “I just want to know what Jesus wants from me.” Ever said or thought that?  
I’m not sure we really want that. What I do think we want is confirmation on 
what I want to do or what I already think.  

 B.  Q: Do you really want to know what Jesus wants from you in everything? Or, do 
you just want a handful of big things and then you can decide the rest? 

  1.  The Bible is clearer than we act like it is. (We tend to create loopholes for what 
we want.)  

  2.   We have a history of either overstating or understating what we prefer in 
God’s word. When we do this, it is typically to make more of ourselves or less 
of others 

  3.  I think we, deep down, really want God to legitimize our preferences. 
*Today we’re looking at a passage that is pretty clear but somehow, it’s been overstated 
by some and understated by others throughout church history.   
II. The text 
 A.   Context for the passage 
  1.   The ancient and the Christological context 
   a.   Ancient: commands in vs 3:18-4:1 
   b.   Christological context: Jesus-orientation, working within the culture and 

that transcends culture in v 17 
*Honoring Jesus frames everything we do. 
  2.   Household rules/management 
   a.  Household was the basic unit of the state (and still to a degree is) 
   b.  Codes for the home were commonplace 
*In fact, household management is even more significant right now. 
   c.  Relational context in households: husband/wife; children/father; master/slave 



 

 

  3.   How does surrender to Jesus affect the primary unit of community? Then and 
now? 

   a.   The Jesus-oriented family was also a witness to the unbelieving world. 
   b.   Our relationships need to be above reproach. 
  4.  Who has the ultimate authority to determine the family code? 
   a.  Creation order (Genesis 1-2) 
   b.  Family (Genesis 2:18-25) 
 B.    Family matters (all of this under the umbrella of v 17) 
  1.   Husbands/wives (vs 18-19) 
   a.   Submit vs obey 
    1)  Obedience is a response to rule. The person under authority obeys 

because the rule is the focus 
    2)  Submission is not a response to rules. The person under authority 

submits because the love of the person in authority is the focus. 
*Paul uses submission here. He does not use obey like he does with children and slaves.  
If he was going for that he would have used obey. 
   b.   Particulars 
    1)  Who? Wife not women (Lydia, Acts 6:14-16; Phoebe, Romans 16:1-2; 

Chloe, 1 Corinthians 1:11; Nympha, Colossians 4:15) 
    2)  How? Upotasso  
     a) Voluntarily placing oneself under authority of another (God, Law, 

Jesus, church, authorities, leaders, etc.) 
     b) The power is in the hand of the one submitting, not the authority 
     c) Further emphasized by grammar: middle voice=submitting oneself 

to another 
*Not biblical teaching: “You need to submit to me” or “He’s just the boss” 
     d) Voluntary cooperation in view to make much of Jesus! 
    3)  In light of v 17-ultimate submission  
     a) A wife may disobey while remaining submissive 
     b) Submission is conditioned by the love of the husband 
     c) Submission may take different forms in different cultures 
     d) This is not a proof text. If used that way, how is that loving? 
   b.   Love 
    1)  Love often means not getting your way 
    2)  Roman culture=life and death authority was in patriarch’s hand/harsh or 

embitter 
    3)  Jesus’ way=order with humility, kindness, not the lust to be obeyed and 

served, not about getting what you want 



 

 

*What is biblical love? Kindness. Patience. Honesty. Where these three meet, that is the 
love Jesus models. 
  2.  Children and fathers (vs 20-21) 
   a.   Children = son or daughter of any age; culture was father in charge til 

death; property of the father 
   b.   Point of obedience: so that you are characterized as noble when you must 

disobey 
   c.   Our culture: at home/obedience; moved out/deference and honor 
  3.   Slaves and masters (vs 3:22-4:1) 
   a.   Household slaves, not large estates, mines, or galleys 
   b.   Not social conformism 
    1)  Could not influence policy 
    2)  Slave rebellion = certain death 
    3)  Free slaves could be taken by another master 
*Paul motivation: how do I make this person the least vulnerable? 
   c.   In Christ 
    1)  Jesus master over all 
    2)  Church reflects God’s design, masters and slaves are equals 
    3)  Likely more slaves than masters in the early church  
III. Application for today 
 A.   Jesus principles above and over our culture 
  1.  The defining criteria of everything we do is that it accurately reflects Jesus (in 

thought and action) and in gratitude toward God for His grace toward me. 
  2.   Everyone who follows Jesus is called to voluntarily submit to another. When 

we master submission, we will become worthy masters. 
  3.   We defer to all authorities so that when it matters, we can disobey with 

integrity. 
  4.  Our lives are lived in a manner to best protect the vulnerable. 
 B.  March 29, 2020, called to three things: 
  1.   Submit to the authorities so that when we have to disobey, it will be difficult to 

dismiss us. (Credibility) 
  2.   Sacrifice for these who are most vulnerable. (Righteousness) 
  3.   Measure what you do and say by the character of Jesus and the gratitude level 

in your heart.  (Transformation) 
 
Remember: Text 555888 cpprayer, cpneeds, cpvisitor 
You are not alone, this is what Gospel Community is for. See you soon. 
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 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  

Who we are is not dictated by what we do, but to Whom we belong. From this starting point of identity in 
Christ, Paul moves forward in explaining how husbands, wives, parents, children, slaves and masters are to 
treat one another. Every relationship we have is to reflect our core relationship with Christ. 

 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh 
with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke 
your children, lest they become discouraged. 

Submission and obedience mean two different things. What is the driving force behind 
each act and what makes them different? 

Ephesians 5:22–23 makes it clear that husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved 
the Church and gave Himself up for her. How would you describe Christ’s love for the 
Church? What sacrifices did He make for her? 

Obedience is the simple process of hearing, understanding, and responding. How can we 
as parents speak in such a way that we gain a hearing and are clearer in our spoken 
expectations, so that our children understand and are more likely to respond as 
requested? 

22 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-
pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not 

1 
What rule did your parents establish that caused you to be punished most often when you were 
a teenager? Why did you choose to break that rule? 

2 
What is the difference between the question, “What do you do?” and “Who are you?” How do 
these questions often get interchanged? 

1 Someone read Colossians 3:18-21 in their Bible 

2 Someone read Colossians 3:22-4:1 in their Bible 
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for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord 
Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. 
1 Masters, treat your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven. 

 

How does this passage reorient one’s identity to be found in Christ and not in their 
societal position? 
 
Even though this passage is directed toward slaves, how can we apply the same 
diligence and honesty toward our work? 

  
While slaves had virtually no rights, masters had almost every right. Many slaves were 
treated as inanimate objects, so masters usually did whatever they wanted with them. 
Yet here, Paul commanded Christian masters to do as Jesus would do. We are to see 
our coworkers, employees, and bosses as Jesus sees them–and treat them 
accordingly. 

   
From your recollection of Jesus’ work within the four Gospels, how did Jesus 
treat the vulnerable and marginalized? 

 
 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 What actions and sacrifices should husbands make in order to show love to their wives just as 
Jesus loves the church? 

 

2 What steps can a father take when frustrated or angry with a son or daughter so that he doesn’t 
create tension that leads to exasperation before having a conversation with that child? 

 

3 How does Christ’s presence change the way you work? How does knowing that He is with you 
wherever you go alter your attitude and performance in your job? 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Pray with your group to end your time together. 
 
 NEXT WEEK 
 

READ COLOSSIANS 4:2-18 
Prepare for next week’s message and group discussion by reading through this passage a few times this 
week and write down any insights or questions you have before meeting with your home group. 
 
 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week. 
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion or to hit on all the 
questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content 
from the guide you feel will help your group grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom and 
guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 
COLOSSIANS 3:17-4:1 
 
3:17. Paul urged believers to do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus. “Name” is a synonym for person. Thus the phrase is the 
same as “in Christ”—in close relationship with Him. The words “in the name” of can mean “in the authority or power of.” Jesus 
supplies power for Christian living. The title “the Lord Jesus” stressed that they were to represent their Savior and Master well in 
their daily lives. Paul again emphasized believers’ expressing gratitude to God the Father. God was believers’ Father in the sense 
that they were members of His family through faith in Christ. Their joyful gratitude was channeled through Christ, who made 
possible their relationship with the Father. We live in accordance with new life in Christ when our behavior reflects our relationship 
with God. He provides us with daily power to live for Him. 
 
3:18. The arena of relationships is our best testing ground for spiritual authenticity. Thinking above has practical results here below. 
True spirituality deals with “real life.” The false teachers promoted ideas which made spirituality the possession of the special few 
who tapped into “higher” knowledge, engaged in mystical experiences, or conformed to a code of rules. Paul points believers in 
another direction. Spirituality is nothing grand, romantic, or impossible. It is submitting to the supremacy of Christ which will 
transform our character and revolutionize our relationships. 
 
When Paul penned Colossians, the “household” consisted of three sets of relationships: (1) husband and wife, (2) parent and child, 
(3) master and slave. Paul addresses each relationship and gives instructions for each party. Wives are to submit to [their] husbands. 
“Submit” is a call to recognize and respond to the God-ordained authority of the husband. Submission does not diminish the equality 
or destroy the dignity of the wife. Christ Himself is the model for equality with God and submission to the One with Whom He is 
equal (1 Cor. 11:3; 15:28; Phil. 2). To function properly, any institution must have clear lines of authority and submission. The family 
is no different. The wife’s submission is fitting in the Lord. “Fitting” means “proper or appropriate.” Submission is God’s desire and 
design for Christian wives, so it is to be obeyed by those who belong to the Lord. 
 
3:19. The husband, though given a role of authority, is not to treat his wife as a “subject.” The husband’s call is to sacrificial love. 
Love is meeting the needs of others regardless of the cost to self. Again, the model for this is Christ Himself. The parallel passage in 
Ephesians 5:22–33 makes this clear. The husband is to love his wife “just as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself up for her” 
(Eph. 5:25). When husbands lead with love, the submission of the wife will more naturally follow. In contrast to the love to which he 
calls husbands, Paul commands that the Christian husband not be harsh with his wife. He is not to use his authority to be 
overbearing, critical, or bitter. 
 
3:20. Children are charged to obey [their] parents. Obedience is the simple process of hearing, understanding, and responding. Once 
more, Christ provides the example (see John 6:38; 15:10). God is the one who commanded obedience to parents (Exod. 20:12), so 
naturally obedience pleases the Lord. 
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3:21. Just as the authority of the husband is not to lead to harshness with the wife, the authority of fathers is not to lead to the kind 
of behavior that will embitter [their] children. “Embitter” means “to provoke or irritate.” The Christian father is not to overcorrect or 
harass his children, or they will become discouraged, which refers to “a listless, sullen resignation–a broken spirit.” To be 
discouraged as a child means to think things like, “I’ll never get it right”, or, “All he does is criticize”, or, “He’ll never love me.” John 
Newton is reported to have said, “I know that my father loved me–but he did not seem to wish me to see it.” Christian fathers should 
be sure their children are as sure of their love as they are of their authority. 
 
3:22. The Christian slaves were to serve genuinely. They were to recognize that their primary task was not to please their earthly 
masters, not to serve only when they were being watched. “External service” literally means “eye service,” a word that seems to 
have been coined by Paul. From the Greek words ophthalmos (eye) and douleia (service), this term indicates someone who needs 
watching. The tendency for all slaves was to work when the master watched, thereby easing their situations and, perhaps, qualifying 
them for favors. Paul spoke against that. The slave was to do his work for the Lord, not for his earthly master. The all-seeing eye of 
the heavenly Master searched the motivations of the heart. This is the first reference to the heavenly Master as the object of all the 
slave’s work. 
 
3:23. Paul continued the command to genuine service by urging slaves to “work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men.” This 
was an amazing and transforming command for the Christian slave, he was to do his work under the lordship of Christ. 
 
3:24. Paul’s sensitivity to the plight of the slave is seen in verse 24. Paul knew that most slaves’ lives were hard and were lived on 
the edge of subsistence. They were on their society’s lowest social and economic level. As slaves, they could look forward to little on 
this Earth. Perhaps some rewards were given for good work, but there was no inheritance. In speaking of rewards, Paul challenged 
them to consider the fact that their rewards were spiritual. By Roman law, slaves had no right to inherit anything. However, their 
reward for doing their jobs in the right spirit was an inheritance from the Lord Himself. As Christian workers, we must remember 
that our ultimate inheritance comes from the lord, and it is a heavenly reward. Real riches may be found in the midst of earthly 
poverty. A second motivation for genuine service was the sovereignty of the Lord: “it is the Lord Christ Whom you serve.” The rather 
unusual combination of “Lord” and “Christ” without the term “Jesus,” points to two titles which were applied to the risen Jesus. 
“Christ” (Christos) referred to His messianic work; “Lord” (kyrios), to His sovereignty. Perhaps the combination served to remind the 
slaves of two truths. The first was that they were to be conscious of their salvation, which came from the same One Who was their 
Master. If He cared enough to save, He could care for all their needs. The second was that the combination stresses two aspects of 
the Lord’s work which apply especially to slaves. His work of salvation was a total redemption. They knew that they served a 
Redeemer Who is sovereign. He could deliver them in time, and He would deliver them in eternity. If, therefore, He allowed them to 
remain in slavery, He had some other plan for their lives. His plan temporarily overrode His deliverance. The slaves were reminded 
that the Christian slave really serves the Lord. 
 
3:25. This verse is open to three interpretations. (1) Paul may have warned slaves they could not use their lowly, difficult station as 
an excuse for committing wrong. No slave could excuse his moral conduct simply because society had put him down. Even though a 
person was a slave, he was reminded that sin will bring consequences “without partiality.” The word translated “without partiality” 
literally means “to receive one’s face.” In other words, a person will not be judged by outward appearances but on the basis of 
reality. God is an impartial Judge. Because God is impartial, He would not favor slaves or excuse their sins because of their forced 
servitude. (2) Paul may have indicated that masters would be penalized for mistreating their slaves. The slaves could be confident 
that God would mete out justice. (3) The verse could apply to both slaves and masters. This view, however, seems unlikely because 
the word for connects 3:25 with 3:22-24, which specifically is addressed to slaves. 
 
4:1 Paul exhorted masters to deal justly with their slaves because they themselves are slaves of God. 
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