
 

 

Suffering April 19, 2020 
Series, “Pause” 
Job 1:6-2:10 
 
I. Introduction 

A. Story: As a young kid, assumed TV shows stopped for me, Scooby Doo moment; glitch in 
my experience opened my eyes to reality as it was. I had to stop and re-assess my view 
of reality. 

B. This series is all about pushing pause on what we’ve been taught and what we’ve always 
thought. 
1. Assumptions you live with, picked up from family, culture, education, even church  
2. Our goal is to challenge you to think biblically about life, not just culturally. 

C. Also, we’d like to respond to topics/beliefs you’re thinking about or even questioning right 
now. We’d like to preach a sermon or two on the topics you’re thinking about. Also, any 
questions that come up along the way, send those in. We’ll cover in final week Q+A. 
1. Look for a poll in our Instagram story today 
2. Comment on today’s Facebook post 
3. If you prefer not to comment publicly on Facebook, or if you’re not on social media at 

all like me, there’s a page on our website. The hosts of your live stream chat will post 
a link. And that link will also be in this Friday’s newsletter. 

D. Today’s topic to pause and figure out what we believe: Suffering. 
1. The deeper I’ve delved into this topic, the less qualified I feel to be the one talking to 

you about it. 
2. I feel under-educated, under-experienced and under-qualified to speak with any kind 

of authority at all. Today: address the tip of the tip of the iceberg  
3. But with all that said, I do have confidence in God’s Word. 

E. Especially in the book of Job. In all of history, Job might be the most famous sufferer    
ever known.   
1. Upright man who honored God in all he did 
2. Satan, though, accused him of using God–only being faithful to manipulate God into 

blessing him. God allows Satan to test Job’s motives.  
 
Job 1:13-19 
13 Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their 
oldest brother’s house, 14 and there came a messenger to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing 
and the donkeys feeding beside them, 15 and the Sabeans fell upon them and took them and 
struck down the servants with the edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 
16 While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, “The fire of God fell from Heaven and 
burned up the sheep and the servants and consumed them, and I alone have escaped to tell 
you.” 17 While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, “The Chaldeans formed three 
groups and made a raid on the camels and took them and struck down the servants with the 
edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 18 While he was yet speaking, there 



 

 

came another and said, “Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest 
brother’s house, 19 and behold, a great wind came across the wilderness and struck the four 
corners of the house, and it fell upon the young people, and they are dead, and I alone have 
escaped to tell you.”  
 
*But this wasn’t enough for Satan. He goes on to insist that Job still had his health and this would 
be the last straw in Job loving God. 
 
Job 2:7-8 
7 So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and struck Job with loathsome sores from the 
sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 And he took a piece of broken pottery with which to 
scrape himself while he sat in the ashes.  
 
II.  This is a story of TOTAL suffering. There was not a square inch of Job’s life that was not 

completely wracked with suffering. Our world has offered up several different approaches to 
making sense of pain. Here are the typical ways we grow up learning to respond to suffering: 
A. Stoic Approach: “Be Strong, Don’t Cry”. That suffering, if endured without showing 

weakness, is an opportunity to gain honor for yourself. 
1. We find this approach in many cultures where honor is the highest value. 
2. And so in this view, if you face pain unflinchingly, you’ve purchased honor. 
3. This is certainly present in America, but not the most prevalent. 

B. Transcendent Approach: “Suffering is an Illusion.” Suffering is all in your mind. It’s created 
by the loss of things you’re attached to, so detach from everything and you will see 
suffering for the illusion that it is. 
1. This approach is highly regarded in cultures where Buddhism holds sway. 
2. In this view, suffering is a sign that you aren’t yet enlightened and it’s a signal to let 

go of attachment to point the way to harmony. 
3. Again, present in America but not most prevalent. 

C. Karmic Approach: “What goes around comes around.” If you’re suffering, it’s because the 
universe is getting even with you for some wrong or imbalance you’ve caused either in 
this life or a previous one. 
1. Grit through it because you’re paying a debt you owe to the universe.  
2. If you’ve grown up in a religious family or culture, this next one might sound very 

familiar to you: 
D. Moralistic Approach: “You’re being punished by God” If you are suffering, it’s because 

you’ve displeased God and pain is either punishment, or the way to earn virtue and pay 
back your offense to God. 
1. Sin is seen as creating a debt that can only be paid back through your suffering. By 

suffering, you’re both paying your debt and showing God you’ve learned your lesson 
and becoming better. 

2. Story: a woman I knew … miscarried a baby … 
3. Also, suffering can be seen as a consequence to obeying God and the world is 

punishing you for it. So, suffering can be worn as a badge of virtue as well. 



 

 

4. But I think this next approach to suffering hits closer to home for most Americans. 
E. Modern Secularism: “Suffering is Random and Meaningless” There is no God and and we 

live in a cold, harsh, chaotic universe. Your suffering is a roll of the dice, a meaningless 
accident, and therefore has no meaning or purpose. 
1. In this view, there is a high degree of effort to controlling your circumstances. Set up 

shields, redundancies, and insurances so that if something bad happens, you can 
resume normalcy immediately. 

2. This view is the predominant view in our culture–atheists and religious alike. 
3. Because of this view, our culture is the first in history that does not have a built-in 

belief that pain has a purpose. 
4. Answer to pain has become: don’t look for meaning in it. Avoid it and if you can’t, 

numb it and get through it as quickly as possible so that the interruption in your life is 
as brief as it can be. 

III. But let’s take a look at God’s truth of suffering through Job’s response. 
A. After Job had lost not only all he owned, but found out that all of his children were dead: 

20 Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and worshiped. 
21 And he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return. The Lord gave, 
and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”  
22 In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong. 

B. And look at his response when the final straw of his health was attacked: 
9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die.” 10 But he 
said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good from 
God, and shall we not receive evil?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.  

C. Things I notice about Job’s response to suffering, not only here, but the rest of the book 
1. He grieved. Didn’t maintain his composure.  He cried and he questioned. (1:20) 
2. Didn’t run to techniques to fix or to divorce himself from the pain.   
3. Didn’t try to answer “why” with “what goes around comes around.”  
4. He questioned God and complained about the injustice of his suffering, but nowhere 

in his response to God does he bargain with Him and promise good deeds in return 
for relief.   

5. He embraced the purpose of his suffering without knowing why he was suffering.  
(42:1-6) Job’s final response to God is that God is in the right and Job must shape 
himself to God, not the other way around.  Job accepted that his suffering must 
transform him. 

6. In spite of the injustice of his suffering, Job embraces a God he can’t control. 
D. So, with Job, who struggled and questioned and suffered deeply, let’s regain a view of 

suffering through GOD’s eyes. Let’s pursue a biblical theology of suffering. 
IV. Biblical Theology of Suffering 

A. Suffering is overwhelming: grieve toward God: Unlike the stoic honor cultures of the past, 
through Scripture we see the invitation to express suffering with cries and questions. 
(Keller, p. 58) 
1. Honor and strength are not found in suppressing grief, but in DIRECTING your grief 

toward a Father Who is listening and grieves with you. (Isaiah 53:3) 



 

 

2. Have you ever thought about this: Grieving is agreeing with God. That this ISN’T the 
way things should be. That His good world has been disfigured from its original 
design and the suffering this produces is truly grievous.  

B. Suffering is real: don’t neglect it: Unlike self-transcendent traditions, suffering is not an 
illusion. It is REAL and it is SERIOUS. It should never be brushed aside in an attempt to 
substitute with unattached tranquility. It is real and requires patient, gracious endurance, 
NOT detachment. 
1. Jesus Himself suffered and grieved: Isaiah 53 says that Jesus went to the cross to 

“bear our griefs and carry our sorrows”. Jesus wasn’t bearing an illusion. 
2. There is no philosophy you can embrace or technique you can master to insulate 

yourself from suffering.  
3. Jesus followers don’t run to technique, they run to relationship, to DEEPER 

attachment to the right things. 
C. Suffering is often unjust: don’t play the blame game: Unlike karma religions, the Bible 

teaches that suffering is so often completely undeserved, so often caused by the sin of 
others. 

D. So it is dangerous to link specific sin to specific suffering.   
1. Certainly, we should be able to see and admit the choices we make and 

consequences we face: horrible hangover, “God why?!” 
2. But it is presumptive to assume you can explain another person’s suffering by linking 

it to something they’ve done.   
3. Look at Job. His friends were hell-bent on helping him to discover what sin of his had 

made God angry.   
4. But in the end, God rebukes them for being so foolish as to think that they could 

speak for Him in this matter: “Who is this who darkens my counsel?” 
5. Ours is not to connect people’s suffering to specific sins. Ours is to connect their 

hearts to the healer who can make their suffering meaningful and ultimately, one day, 
remove it all. 

E. Suffering doesn’t please God, Jesus does: hope in Jesus. 
1. Unlike moralistic religions that believe that the good people will suffer to earn virtue 

and acceptance by paying for their wrongdoing, Christianity does not believe that in 
itself, suffering brings people closer to God.   

2. Rather, suffering is dominated by the idea of grace. We, as recipients of forgiveness, 
do not, in pride, wear our suffering as a badge of virtue. But rather, it is this grace, 
forgiveness, and acceptance that make suffering bearable and turn suffering into a 
builder of our character. 

F. Suffering is meaningful: don’t waste your pain: Unlike modern secularism, suffering isn’t a 
random meaningless coincidence in a Godless universe.   

1. Tim Keller: “There is a purpose to it, and if faced rightly, it can drive us like a nail deep 
into the love of God and into more stability and spiritual power than you can imagine.” 

2. The removal of God and of suffering’s purpose has destroyed our ability to function in 
suffering.   



 

 

3. Our culture has fed us the belief that suffering is pointless pain to be gotten through 
as numbly and quickly as possible. And so when we experience the pain of suffering 
without the purpose of suffering, we have no will to endure it. We despair instead. 

4.  Dr. Paul Brand, a pioneering orthopedic surgeon in the treatment of leprosy patients, 
spent the first part of his medical career in India and the last part of his career in the 
United States. He wrote: “In the United States … I encountered a society that seeks to 
avoid pain at all costs. Patients lived at a greater comfort level than any I had 
previously treated, but they seemed far less equipped to handle suffering and far 
more traumatized by it.” Why? The short response is that other cultures have 
provided its members with various answers to the question “What is the purpose of 
human life?” 

G. Don’t waste your pain. It is not God’s original design, it is not “good” and it will not be 
forever, but in a broken world, suffering is not only inevitable but necessary.   
1. Pain is always the first step toward healing. In our physical bodies, pain/discomfort is 

usually the VERY FIRST indicator that something has gone wrong. 
a. Our suffering is often times “a severe mercy.” (Sheldon Vanauken) 
b. So don’t come out of the other end of this “tunnel” of suffering with nothing to 

show for it.   
c. Don’t merely numb and rush through the tunnel so that you’re the same person at 

the exit as you were at the entrance. 
d. 2018: Most painful year of my life so far. I wouldn’t trade it for a million. 

2. “God gives us what we would have asked for if we knew everything that He knows.” 
H. If the source of my joy is THINGS, suffering will drive me away from the source of my joy 

because the very essence of suffering is loss. 
I. But if the source of my joy is God Himself, suffering will drive me even deeper into the 

source of my joy–God Himself. When I experience loss and pain because I lose people 
and things other than God, I only have God to cling to.  And if HE is the source of my joy, 
having more of Him means having more JOY. (Job 1:6-2:10) 

V. Why is there suffering? This is a simple question, but a simple question does not always have 
a simple answer. This is one of those cases where a simple question actually demands one of 
the most complex answers imaginable. 
A. Big picture: God made the world one way and then gave us real authority over it. 

1. We used our authority to rebel against Him, we’ve turned it upside-down. SIN. 
2. But why are you suffering right now? What’s the specific answer to that? If I were to 

answer that question, I would be darkening God’s counsel just like Job’s friends. 
B. Some questions MUST be left unanswered because the full answer is bigger than the cup 

we have to catch it in. Imagine a water tower being poured into a dixie cup. So I can’t tell 
you why you’re suffering right now.  But I can help you eliminate some reasons that we 
so quickly run to. 

C. Your suffering is not because God doesn’t love you. 
1. I cannot in all honesty read the narrative of Scripture and come away from it with a 

sense that God does not radically love you. 



 

 

2. A God who suffers WITH His creations–one who would send Himself to suffer in their 
place–this is not the picture of a cruel God. Quite the opposite. 

 D. Your suffering is not because God has abandoned you. 
  1. Your pain, especially if it is long term, will tempt you to say, “If God loves me and is 

still with me, how could He watch me endure such pain for so long.” 
  2. And I don’t know how to answer that question without darkening God’s counsel. 
  3. But I can say this: a God Who would become a human like you and suffer on the 

cross on your behalf; a God, Who, when you rebel time after time after time, does not 
lose patience with you but picks you back up, dusts you off and says, “Let’s keep 
going”; that forgiving, gracious, merciful Father is not the kind that abandons.  
Abandonment is just not in any way consistent with His character.   

E. So as much as your pain may scream to you that God doesn’t love you or He’s left you 
alone, it simply cannot be true.   
1. Never forget that many, many years after Job, Satan afflicted another innocent 

sufferer but this time the sufferer was completely innocent. 
2. This sufferer was in so much agony that He yelled out, “My God, My God, why have 

You forsaken Me?” 
3. A God Who would endure such pain, surely loves you and surely is with you. 

VI. Invitation 
 
Book Recommendations: 
 
Walking with God through Pain and Suffering (Tim Keller) 
https://smile.amazon.com/dp/B00C1N951O/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_U_IvoMEbNP9F8Q8 
  
Suffering: Gospel Hope When Life Doesn't Make Sense (Paul David Tripp) 
https://smile.amazon.com/dp/B07GXW8132/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_U_OxoMEbVRDG4M3 
  
 



Sermon Discussion Guide 

 
 

 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 
In thinking about our beliefs–things we were taught and thought–we need to push the “pause” button. We 
need to say, “Wait a minute, what does the Bible actually say about this?” Each week, we will look at a 
different belief that we may have formed over the years from our culture or sometimes, even what we have 
learned in church. Ultimately, we want to regain a biblical worldview of those beliefs so we can live in 
alignment with Jesus. This week, Travis focused on the topic of suffering. In your group, look at the passage 
from Sunday and have a conversation about how to live with a biblical worldview when it comes to suffering 
in this world. 
 
 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

  
Who brought Job into the conversation–Satan or God? Why is that important to know? 
 
Why is it hard to remember that God is still God and that God is still good when you’re 
experiencing pain? 
 
Do you think it would have made a difference to Job if he would have known why this was 
happening to him? Why or why not?  

 
Job recognized that his circumstances were more than a streak of bad luck. God is sovereign 
in both good times and bad times. Instead of focusing on his circumstances, Job chose to look 
higher. True faith is not dependent on our circumstances; it must find its root in something 
that does not change–the character of God. 

  
Read Hebrews 12:1-2. How does fixing our eyes on Jesus instead of our circumstances help  
us to not give up? 

  

  

1 Suffering looks different for everyone. How have you experienced suffering in your life? 

1 Someone read Job 1:6-22 in their Bible. 

2 Someone read Job 2:1-10 in their Bible. 

PAUSE: SUFFERING 
JOB 1:6-2:10 
APRIL 19, 2020 | PASTOR TRAVIS EDGERTON 
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What does this account teach us about Satan? Take a look at 1 Peter 5:8. How does this verse 
affirm Satan’s prowling nature demonstrated in the book of Job? 
 
How does vs. 7 describe Job’s agony? What had Job already lost in 1:13-19?  
 
How might a person without faith in God respond to losses differently than a person with faith? 
 

Crushed by the loss herself, Job’s wife saw Job’s faith as futile. Yet despite external pressure, 
Job believed he must be ready to accept both the good and the bad times. Job chose to praise 
God in both situations, because He trusted in the Lord over His circumstances rather than the 
circumstances themselves (2:10; see also 1:21). 

  
 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 
1 How have you seen God use your suffering to grow you and grow your trust in Him?   

 

2 What would be a good example of the wrong thing to say to someone who is experiencing 
suffering in their life? 

 
3 In what ways has your view of suffering been shaped more by culture than by Scripture? 

 

4 How can we prepare for adversity in our lives? How can our response to adversity be a witness 
to others? 

 

5 How have you experienced God responding to your suffering by helping you know that He is 
with you, in spite of you not understanding the “why” behind your suffering? 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Pray with your group to end your time together. 
 
 NEXT WEEK: NEW SERIES 
 

PAUSE, WEEK 2: MONEY 
For the second week of the “Pause” series, Pastor Matt will take a look at how we view money. How we view 
money can impact many choices we make on a daily basis. Come ready to question your existing beliefs about money. 
Are your beliefs in alignment with God and what He tells us in the Bible?  
 
 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion or to hit on all the 
questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content 
from the guide you feel will help your group grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom and 
guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 
JOB 1:6-22 
 
1:6. Most commentators assume that the Lord’s court assembles in Heaven. There is nothing in Job about the location of the levy; for 
all we are told, it might have occurred on some mountain where the Lord has His headquarters (Deut. 33:2; Judg. 5:4f.; Isa. 14:13), 
an idea that is historicized at Sinai and Zion and eschatologized in other places (e.g. Isa. 2:2-4). Isaiah saw ‘the Lord of hosts’ in the 
temple, and His glory filled the Earth, not Heaven (Isa. 6:1-3). Satan’s insolence shows a mind already twisted away from God, but 
his hostility is not on the scale of a rival power. There is evil here, but not dualism. Satan may be the chief mischief-maker of the 
universe, but he is a mere creature, puny compared with the Lord. He can do only what God permits him to do.  
 
1:7-12. The conversation is informal, in keeping with a popular tale. The Lord’s first greeting is the same as Jacob’s to the men of 
Haran (Gen. 29:4), and means little more than the commencement of conversation. On the lips of God the question does not betray a 
need for knowledge, but an invitation to state his business. The basic questions of the book are raised. God’s character and Job’s are 
both slighted. Is God so good that He can be loved for Himself, not just for His gifts? Can a man hold on to God when there are no 
benefits attached? Satan suggests a test to prove his point. His language is abrupt; he commands God with imperative verbs: 
literally, ‘But now, you just extend your hand and damage all his property.’ The Lord accepts the challenge. The Satan is given 
permission to do what he likes with all Job’s property. But he must not touch Job’s person.  
 
1:13-19. In swift succession four messengers come with news that his happy world has fallen in ruins. Since his children were 
feasting in their eldest brother’s house, this was probably the beginning of the weekly cycle. Nothing could have stunned him more 
than the arrival of such news just as he had made fresh peace with his Lord. 
 
1:20-22. Job’s response was magnificent. His actions were deliberate and dignified, like David’s (2 Sam. 12:20) and Hezekiah’s (2 
Kgs 19:1). Men of standing wore a robe over their tunic. It was ripped as a gesture of grief immediately on receiving bad news. 
Shaving the head was part of the mourning rituals in Mesopotamia and Canaan, often described in ancient texts. Because of its 
heathen associations it was actually forbidden by the Law, but it is often mentioned in the Old Testament. Since nothing wrong is 
seen in his action here, it is worth noting that Job does not resort to gashing his body in the way Israel’s neighbors often did in 
bereavement … and worshipped. Job sees only the hand of God in these events. It never occurs to him to curse the desert brigands, 
to curse the frontier guards, to curse his own stupid servants, now lying dead for their watch-lessness. All secondary causes vanish. 
It was the Lord who gave; it was the Lord who removed; and in the Lord alone must the explanation of these strange happenings be 
sought. Job passed the first test. He did not charge God with wrong. 
 
JOB 2:1-10 
 
2:1. The second heavenly scene was, as before (see 1:6), yet another time of the angels presenting themselves before God. The 
appearance of Satan in this heavenly scene indicates a sustained access that he has into the presence of the Lord, before Whom he 
continually accuses the righteous (Rev. 12:10).  
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2:2. By divine initiative the Lord asked the evil one, “Where have you come from?” This question was not asked out of ignorance as if 
God did not know. The Lord knows all things. Rather, it was meant to illicit a confession from this fallen angel. Satan answered the 
Lord: “From roaming through the Earth and going back and forth in it.”  
This world is the arena in which Satan is creating and wreaking havoc. Cast down to the Earth with a third of the heavenly host (Rev. 
12:10), Satan roams the Earth like a condemned prisoner (Gen. 3:14), stalking prey, ambushing victims, until he will be finally placed 
into the bottomless pit of eternal destruction, a real place called Hell (Rev. 20:10). But the devil is not yet in Hell. Instead, he is 
actively roaming the Earth, bent on destroying lives.  
 
2:3. Knowing Satan had been wreaking destruction on the Earth, the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job?” 
Knowing Satan’s first round of attacks had failed to shake Job’s faith, with sarcasm the Lord reminded Satan that Job “was blameless 
and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.” The Lord stated that Job “still maintained his integrity,” in spite of the devil’s first 
assault upon his life. Job remained faithful and did not waver in his devotion to God. Although Satan had tried to incite God against 
Job to ruin him, God maintained that Job’s suffering was without any reason. Satan, not Job’s sin, was to blame for Job’s suffering. 
Although Job underwent severe trial and pain, it was not because of any sin he had committed.  
 
2:4. With audacious resolve, Satan indicted God by saying, “Skin for skin!” This was a bartering term that meant to trade one skin, 
such as that of an animal, for another skin. Satan, whose name means “the accuser,” was charging Job with sacrificing the skin of his 
children, animals, and servants in order to preserve his own hide. Satan was convinced that Job would give all he had for his own life. 
 
2:5. Satan asked God to stretch out his hand and strike Job’s flesh and bones. He believed this would lead Job to curse God to his 
face, his original conviction (Job 1:11). Since the mouth spoke from the heart (Matt. 12:34), Satan understood that cursing God would 
represent Job’s refusal to submit to God’s sovereign rule.  
 
2:6. The Lord granted Satan permission to attack Job: “Very well, then, he is in your hands.” God removed the hedge of protection 
from around Job 26 (1:10) and allowed Satan even greater access to assail his life. This divine permission gave Satan virtually 
unrestrained power to harm Job’s body. God’s only restriction was, “You must spare his life.” Again (see 1:12) Satan’s power to 
afflict Job was limited by the Lord.  
 
2:7-8. The impoverished Job was left to sit in the dust and scrape himself with a piece of broken pottery symbolic of his broken life. 
In scraping himself with broken pottery, Job may have been trying to get rid of the matter that oozed from his sores and thus 
alleviate the itching. Job’s sitting among the ashes symbolized his grief and despondency (2 Sam 13:19; Esth. 4:3). Ash heaps were 
traditionally located at town dumps.  
 
Job’s “sores” were inflamed ulcerous sores (v. 7) that produced itching (v. 8), degenerative changes in facial skin (vv. 7,12), loss of 
appetite (3:24), depression (3:24-25), worms in the boils (7:5), hardened skin and running sores (7:5), difficulty in breathing (9:18), 
dark eyelids (16:16), foul breath (19:17), weight loss (19:20), continual pain (30:17), restlessness (30:27), blackened skin (30:30), 
and fever (30:30), all of which lasted for several months (29:2). 
 
2:9-10. Job’s wife appears only in these verses. Facing what she thought was his approaching death, she could not understand why 
Job remained faithful to God. She saw no value in his faithfulness. Perhaps she believed that by cursing God, the Lord might hasten 
Job’s death. So she implored Job to do what Satan hoped he would do—curse God and die. She too had suffered the losses of 
possessions and children, but her response was completely different from Job’s. How we respond to what happens to us reveals our 
commitment to God.  
 
Tragedy has the potential to destroy marriages unless husbands and wives support each other and put their faith in the Lord. Job 
responded to his wife’s challenge by saying she spoke as a foolish woman. In the Bible a fool is one who completely renounces 
God’s ways. He repeated his willingness to accept adversity as well as good from God. Job recognized that ultimately God is in 
control of every life, whether for good or for times of adversity. For Job, the central issue remained the same—he would remain 
faithful to God no matter what.  
 
The final phrase of verse 10 demonstrates that God’s confidence in Job was right and Satan’s accusations were false. 
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