
 

 

Money Machine April 26, 2020 
Series, “Pause” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Luke 18; Matthew 6 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Everything has a money value. 
  1.   Minnie Pearl  
*Whether you see it or not, everything in our world has a price tag on it. 
  2.   Examples 
   a.   Necessities, stuff we like and do (hobbies, creature comforts, vacationing), 

relationships, responsibilities (family, community, church) 
   b.   Even a person’s life has a correlating monetary value. 
    1)  COVID-19 vs the Economy 
    2)  Value of a statistician life (VSL = health, safety, and environment) and value of 

quality-adjusted life years (QALYs = medicine and procedures) 
   c.   103 things to do with a money-free weekend. Podcast, board game, how to knit, 

take photos, play in the sprinkler, etc. 
*Money is the current that flows under everything we do and experience. This is neither good or 
bad, it just is. 
 B.   What culture teaches us about money 

1.   Our culture predisposes us to live beyond our means (if you buy a Ford now: six-
month payment relief; defer three/make three; smaller print = customer is responsible 
for all payments) 

  2.  Our culture leads us to believe we can obtain the ends we want  without sacrifice. 
*This is exactly why we need to pause and make sure that we have a solid understanding about 
money. 
II. Biblical theology of money 
 A.   Common church myths 
  1.   If you “seek first the Kingdom,” then God will give you everything you long for. Not 

accurate and we’ll come back to this later. 
  2.   “Money is the root of all evil”, therefore, it is better for Christians to not focus on 

making money, which is at best a necessary evil. 
   a.   Love of money. Money is simply the primary means of exchange and we need it to 

live. 
   b.   The focus of 1 Timothy 6:10 is my heart. Paul is critiquing the nature and 

condition of my heart not the nature of money. 
  3.   “Since we are saved by grace through faith, God will not hold us responsible for what 

we do with our money.” 
   a.  We will all give an account of the things we have done with every last dollar. 
   b.  Grace is not a means to dismiss God’s rule. 
 B.  The whole Bible 
  1.  Dr Sondra Wheeler (prof of Christian ethics at Wesleyan Theo. Seminary) 



 

 

*Paying attention to the whole Bible, not just to a favorite passage or two, will focus and clarify 
the conversation about money. 
   a.   Old Testament view simplified 
    1)  Wealth as an occasion for idolatry 
    2)  Wealth as the fruit of injustice 
    3)  Wealth as a sign of faithfulness 
    4)  Wealth as reward for hard labor 
   b.   New Testament view simplified 
    1)  Wealth as a stumbling block 
    2)  Wealth as a competing object of devotion 
    3)  Wealth as a resource for human needs 
    4)  Wealth as a system of economic injustice 
  2.   Luke 18:18-27 
   a.   The text 
    1)  Jesus doesn’t say it is not possible for the rich to enter Heaven. He says that 

wealth can provide a significant kind of difficulty 
    2)  Jesus moves from God’s universal expectation in the Law to something 

personal, “you still lack one thing.” 
    3)  There is a common pitfall associated with wealth (compare with Luke 18:15-17) 
     a) Utter dependence on resources outside their control 
     b) Focus of trust and condition of heart 
Questions: 
#1: Do I trust significantly in my own ability to take care of myself, or do I trust in God for my 
ultimate wellbeing? 
#2: What ways does God ask me to loosen my grip on my possessions for the Kingdom of God? 
 C.   Biblical theology (back to Genesis) 
  1.   God created, called good, and all things belong to Him first 
  2.   We are called to be good managers of what is God’s and we will answer to Him alone 

for our management. 
III. The Pause: Seek First (Matthew 6) 
 A.   Chapter flow 
  1.   Giving to the needy, declared dependence on God, long-term investments, and 

disciplined anxiety 
  2.   Daily bread 
   a.   Sherri’s bike 
   b.   Daily bread isn’t about our needs, it’s about our God. And the miracle isn’t that we 

have bread, a bike, or money when just yesterday we had none, but that our high 
and holy God stoops low, that He enters our space to provide for us. Asking for 
daily bread is about asking God into our daily lives, asking Him to be made 
manifest in our needs. 

 B.   Matthew 6:33 
  1.  A shift from begging to seeking 



 

 

  a.   Begging God lands us cold and disappointed toward Him when He doesn’t  
“come through.” 

   b.   Seeking God draws us nearer, forcing us to look at Jesus when we seek answers 
even if we don’t get them 

*Begging has already determined what is best for me, whereas seeking is less about what I want 
and more about the transformation process which results in trust. 
  2.   God’s Kingdom and righteousness–becoming like Jesus 
  3.   “All these things will be added” 
   a.   Remember the myth? 
   b.   Generosity, confidence in God, reward in Heaven and provision on Earth, and 

anxiety processed toward God–all these things if we choose to prioritize rightly 
  4.   Our priority determines our capacity 
   a.   Jars = our lives, our capacity 
   b.   Pebbles = all these things 
   c.   Rocks = what God calls us to (surrender to Jesus, becoming like Jesus,         

spiritual practices) 
   d.   Me first then what God wants, or seeking God first and trusting Him for the rest 
*When we order our lives after Jesus, He will transform our capacity so that we will be capable 
to receive all that He has for us. 
IV. Play 
 A.   When things go wrong financially (where’s God in this now?) 
  1.   Expect doubt (why God? I’ve been faithful.) 
  2.   Welcome weakness (fear, shame, out of control–remember Luke 18?) 
  3.   Remember God’s promises (2 Corinthians 1:3-4) 
   a.   God meets us in the midst of our fear and suffering. 
   b.   God has a vision beyond today for your life and future. 
 B.   Stimulus check 
  1.   God provides for your needs and for your enjoyment–you are responsible to be 

discerning and use wisdom! 
   a.   If you are in a difficult or unsure place financially, use the money to provide 

immediate needs for you or your family  
   b.   If your income isn’t affected in a significant way, you might consider something 

like this: 
    1)  $300 pay down debt 
    2)  $300 into savings 
    3)  $300 gift to a local hard-hit business 
    4)  $300 remaining to help someone struggling or provide support for needs (you 

can do this through the resources here at CP or even get help to connect you 
to someone who is in need). 
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 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 

 
This week, Matt focused on the topic of money. Our culture predisposes us to approach money with a 
mindset that encourages us to live beyond our means. Practically speaking, we are led to believe that we can 
obtain what we want without sacrifice. This is exactly why we need to pause and make sure that we have a 
solid and biblical understanding about money. In your group, look at the passages from Sunday and have a 
conversation about how to live with a biblical worldview when it comes to money, how we use it, and how 
Christ can remain at the center of how we think about money. 
 
 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

  
What makes the man’s question in vs. 18 strange? 
  

The rich young ruler was telling Jesus that he viewed himself as having been good, moral, and 
religiously diligent all his life. However, in spite of his best efforts to please God, the man 
knew that something was missing; he did not have eternal life. He felt this so strongly that he 
humiliated himself in his desperate attempt to find out the answer. 

 
Do you find Jesus’ response (vs. 22) uncomfortable? Why or why not? How does Jesus’ 
response compare with your general ideas about salvation? 

  
What possible losses did Jesus mention that one might experience by following Him? What are 
the rewards of choosing Jesus? 

  

  
Why does Jesus ask the Father for bread? What does asking God for daily bread symbolize  
for us?  

 

1 What messages does our culture send about money and finances? 

2 How would you describe a biblical approach to money?  

1 Someone read Luke 18:18-27 in their Bible. 

2 Someone read Matthew 6:11; 6:24-34 in their Bible. 
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 Do the examples in verses 24-32 encourage you? If so, in what way? 
 
 In vs. 33, there is a shift from begging to seeking. What is the difference between the two?  
  
 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 Do you trust significantly in your own ability to take care of yourself, or do you trust in God for 
your ultimate wellbeing? In what ways do you depend on God to provide for you? 

 
2 In what ways does God ask us to loosen our grip on our possessions for the Kingdom of God? 

 

3 

Matt shared how we need to remember God’s promises in seasons of worry. We find a few of these 
promises in 2 Corinthians 1:3-4... 

• God meets you in the midst of your fear and suffering. 
• God has a vision beyond today for your life and future. 

 

How do these promises help you place your full trust in God during this season of interruptions 
and uncertainty? 

 

4 How might continually seeking the Lord lead you to a greater awareness of opportunities for 
continued transformation in your life? 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Pray with your group to end your time together. 
 

 NEXT WEEK: NEW SERIES 
 

PAUSE, WEEK 3: KID CULTURE 
For the third week of the “Pause” series, Pastor Kyle will take a look at how culture tells us how we should 
view our kids and our role as parents. What does biblical parenting look like and what does surrender look 
like as we parent our kids? Join us Sunday morning online at cpmodesto.org!  Remember to take good notes 
so you are ready to add to the discussion your home group will have!  
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week.  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion or to hit on all the 
questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content 
from the guide you feel will help your group grow in Gospel community.  
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In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom and 
guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 
LUKE 18:18-27 
 
18:18. A Jewish civil administrator interrupted Jesus with a question. The question centers on the divisive point between the two 
leading groups of Jews, the Pharisees and Sadducees. Sadducees, using only the first five books of the Old Testament, found in 
these books no reference to resurrection, so they denied that resurrection of the dead was possible. Pharisees, following all three 
parts of the Jewish canon—Law, Prophets, and Writings—saw definite proof of resurrection in Daniel 12:2 and many other 
references, particularly in the Psalms and Isaiah. Was this administrator trying to get Jesus to take sides, or was he searching for 
certain hope in his own life? Luke does not give us his motivation, just the question. This man called Jesus “good teacher.” This 
represents a common politeness of speech and recognition to some degree of Jesus’ role as an intelligent, caring teacher. 
 
18:19. Jesus caught the man’s attention by challenging his description of Jesus as good. Only one person can be truly good. That is 
God. Thus, unknowingly, the administrator had linked Jesus to God. Jesus caught the link and brought it out into the open. He 
repeated traditional Jewish theology in confessing that God alone is good. In so doing, Jesus did not affirm or deny His own claim to 
deity. Luke expected his readers, however, to see the link that Jesus made and to affirm the obvious—that Jesus, being good, was 
also God. 
 
18:20. Jesus turned to the source of authority that all Jews accepted—the Law, the Torah of Moses. He quoted part of the Ten 
Commandments from Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5. 
 
18:21. The man with the question also had a personal testimony. He had rigorously obeyed all the commandments since youth. We 
must not quibble with his answer at this point and try to point out that all have sinned. That is not under discussion here. Here the 
issue is obedience and eternal life. This Jew apparently thought on the criteria of his religion that he deserved eternal life, but 
internally he felt something missing.  
 
18:22-23. Jesus had the answer. He returned to the theme that He had addressed so often—wealth and dedication. Do you trust 
possessions more than you trust God? He asked the man. Are you trying to put your trust in both possessions and God at the same 
time? Can you live without your possessions but cannot live without your God? Sell your possessions and find out (see 6:45; 12:13-
21, 33; 16:13). These words cut to the quick. Jesus had found the man’s weak spot. He had great riches and evidently trusted in 
them to make life meaningful and hopeful. Grief and mourning set in. There was no way he could give up his money, even for God’s 
kingdom. 
 
18:24. Jesus spoke in the form of lamentation, much as a deep sigh would be used at a funeral to express grief at personal loss. The 
sad truth is that the rich have a hard time giving up their trust in their possessions. They cannot take the long-term look and realize 
that one day they will lose control over wealth. Then they will be robbed of eternal treasure, too. No wonder Jesus issued His sad 
lament: How hard for the rich to enter the kingdom. They have never experienced the need to trust someone or some thing outside 
their own intelligence and wealth. 
 
18:25. Jesus turned to hyperbole to make a point. He described the utterly impossible. The lure of wealth overpowers the lure of the 
kingdom, not just in this rich Jewish administrator’s life, but in the lives of virtually all rich people and many who are not quite so rich. 
Thus, the first step to the kingdom is not to solve the problem of putting a camel through a needle’s eye. The first step is to get rid of 
the burden of riches so a person has nothing to trust but Jesus. 
 
18:26-27. The audience was amazed. If the blessed rich cannot be saved, they declared, who can? They saw that Jesus had 
described an impossible situation. God does the impossible was Jesus’ quick answer. Don’t try to figure out the hows and whys. Just 
let God do it. Trust Him with your life more than you trust your riches. Place your riches in His control. Watch God work the 
impossible. 
MATTHEW 6:11; 25-34 
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6:11. The prayer’s focus shifts from God’s eternal purposes to our temporal needs. We are to request what we need to sustain life, 
such as daily bread (Matthew 6:11). Daily may be understood as “for today” or “for tomorrow,” in either case pointing to immediate 
need. Daily bread was the amount of bread necessary to survive for a day. The request is reminiscent of Proverbs 30:8-9. Jesus 
wanted His disciples to live in a state of constant dependence on God and His provision. This prayer reminds us that our Father 
ultimately is our Provider. As a wise father, God provides what we need, not necessarily what we want.  
 
6:25. Jesus’ point could be translated as “stop worrying.” The questions in 6:25b imply, “If God is the provider of life and body, He 
will also provide for their sustenance.” 
 
6:26. In this verse Jesus came to the first of two illustrations, supporting His main theme in verse 25. Note the use again of the 
phrase heavenly Father, especially in this context of God’s loving care. Jesus was not advocating waiting lazily for God’s provision, 
but avoiding anxiety as we take responsibility for obtaining it. 
 
6:27. This verse moves away from the specific example of food to the broader picture of anxiety in general, showing its utter futility. 
Jesus was saying, “If you try to take your basic provision into your own hands, you will find you do not have the power over life and 
death. Only God has this power, and He will sustain you as long as His plan intends.” 
 
6:28-30. Here we are given a more fully developed picture of the second illustration supporting Jesus’ main point in verse 25. Verse 
30 is a conditional statement, assuming the truth of the condition. So it could just as easily be translated, “Since that is how God 
clothes the grass of the field.” The qualifying phrase, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, emphasizes the 
transience and worthlessness of the grass. If God cares so much for something of little value, He will certainly care even more for us 
who are of much greater value to Him. This passage is not only an exhortation to trust the Father, but it is also an affirmation of our 
great worth in His eyes. 
 
The words you of little faith in 6:30 should be translated literally “little faith ones” (and is used elsewhere in the New Testament only 
in Matt. 8:26; 14:31; 16:8; 17:20; Luke 12:28). While it can be a confrontational term, it may also be endearing. In this context, Jesus’ 
tone was not scolding, but coaxing and reasoning. He was asking, “Do you trust your Father or not?”—not with a slap in our face, 
but with an arm around our shoulder. Jesus was not belittling His disciples; He was encouraging them upward. 
 
6:31-33. With these three verses, having illustrated and supported His theme, Jesus built His case. In verse 32, He made two more 
points about anxiety. First, it was downright pagan; anxiety was the attitude of those who were not a part of God’s kingdom. 
Second, it was totally unnecessary to worry about what to eat or drink or wear, because your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them. 
 
Three times in verses 32 and 33, we find the phrase all these things. We might imagine Jesus using it somewhat disparagingly. This 
was not to belittle the importance of basic necessities, but to place them at the back of the mind of His disciples, far behind His 
kingdom and righteousness in importance. “All these things” are what pagans (and the Pharisees) scrambled after. “All these things” 
are thoroughly known by the Father. “All these things” will fall into place when we put God’s kingdom and righteousness in its 
proper place and serve the kingdom’s interests. 
 
6:34. Jesus restated for the third time His command, Do not worry. This time He broadened it to include any possible anxieties we 
may have for tomorrow. As an expression of trust in his heavenly Father, the kingdom servant is to live in the present, trusting the 
Father for the grace to cover the needs of the present. “When tomorrow comes, the Father will provide the grace to cover its needs 
also,” is the implied assurance. 
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