
 

 

Environment May 10, 2020 
Series, “Pause” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Psalm 104 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Brush fire 
 B.   Silver lining of SIP 
  1.   Air pollution, water pollution, animals flourishing  
  2.   Not exactly 
   a.  Temporary drop in air pollution that will jump back when we go back to work 
   b.  Water clearer, not cleaner (less boats, less sediment stirred up) 
   c.  No animal baby boom (always there or mis-guiding pictures) 
*but, I have been able to clearly see the Sierras every single day! 
*I guess if I could snap my finger ... but I don’t have the right gloves ... 
 C.   Nature of a pause 
  1.   Take a breath. 
  2.   Consider that you don’t already know everything. 
  3.   Recognize that your #1 job is to grow and mature, becoming more like Jesus 

while reflecting Him accurately. 
II. The environment 
 A.   Theology of Creation (aka environment; all God has made apart from humanity) 
  1.   Genesis 1 - creation’s goodness 
   a.   An ordered creation by God and his response to that creation. 
   b.   Five times God pauses and the text says, “And God saw that it was good” 

(v4, 12, 18, 21, 25).  He finishes by looking at all and proclaiming “very good.” 
And God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. (Genesis 1:31) 
*God was happy, even delighted with His work of creation 
  2.  Ps 104 - a song expressing the joy God has in His creation 
May the glory of the Lord endure forever; may the Lord rejoice in his works, (Psalm 104:31) 
   a.  The Earth is a container to display God’s glory. 
But truly, as I live, and as all the Earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord, Numbers 14:21 
For the Earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea. (Habakkuk 2:14) 
   b.   Why God rejoices (receives joy from) in creation 
    1)  Creation expresses God’s glory. Reflection of his character 
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims His handiwork. 
(Psalm 19:1) 
    2)  Creation praises God 



 

 

Praise Him, sun and moon, praise Him, all you shining stars! Praise the Lord from the 
Earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps. Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all 
cedars! Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and flying birds! (Psalm 148:3, 7, 9-10) 
     A) Praises Him by simply being what it was created to be 
     B) So much beyond man’s vision (the deep and space).    
     C) It wasn’t created merely to serve our purposes, it was created for 

the enjoyment of God! 
    3)  Creation reveals God’s wisdom and power. 
O Lord, how manifold are Your works! In wisdom have You made them all; the Earth is 
full of Your creatures. (Psalm 104:24) 
Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? He Who brings out their host by 
number, calling them all by name; by the greatness of His might and because He is 
strong in power, not one is missing. (Isaiah 40:26) 
    4)  Creation points us beyond itself to God Himself. 
     A) “This I may say is the first time I have been at church in California, 

led here at last, every door graciously opened up for the poor lonely 
worshiper.”  John Muir as he viewed Cathedral Peak in Yosemite 

     B) God intends us to be stunned and awed by His creation, but not for 
its own sake. 

     C) Creation begs us to ask, “If this is the result of His character, 
wisdom, and power, what then must He be like??” 

*Creation is very important to God because it points to the object of humanity’s 
inception, salvation, and destiny! 
 B.   The broken image and hope of restoration 
  1.   Sin and man’s processing 
   a.   Dualism: two realms composed of spiritual (good/real) and physical 

(bad/doesn’t matter) 
   b.   Materialism: creation primarily something to be owned and used 
   c.   Pantheism: “god” is part of creation (not distinct); all things are of equal 

value (man no more than a mushroom) 
*Dualism neglects the importance of creation, materialism neglects the importance of 
God, and pantheism neglects the importance of man (and ultimately God). 
  2.   Re-focusing: Creation and the future 
   a.   Judgment (2 Peter 3:3-10) 
But by the same word the heavens and Earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being 
kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. (2 Peter 3:7) 
    Deliberate on God’s part, not a random accident or nature out of control 

that we can avoid 
   b.   Renewal (Rev 21:1-5; 22:1-5) 



 

 

    New creation is not entirely different from old, rather it is the completion 
and perfection of creation. 

*Judged by fire and renewed (perfected/completed) lie in tension. Like our bodies (1 Cor 
15), they will be destroyed, be given new ones yet still be the same person. 
 C.   A biblical view of creation 
  1.   Adopt God’s value (rejoice in creation) 
   a.   Difference between creation and humanity yet maintaining inherent value 

of both 
   b.   Q: Do I see creation’s value as what it can do for me or Who it points to? 
  2.   Remember God’s order (caring for what He’s given) 
   a.   Given something significant … house?  
   b.   Q: Do I take seriously God’s command to care for what He’s given? 
  3.   Preserve God’s expression (future generation gets a clear and attainable 

picture rather than a confusing and difficult one) 
   a.   Conversations with environmentalists (same visible result; different 

motivation) 
b.  Q: Do I really care about people knowing Jesus? (Am I serious about 

evangelism)? 
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 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 

 
This week in our Pause series, Matt focused on the topic of the environment. As followers of Jesus, we 
should steward God’s creation in such a way that honors Him and cares for what He has created. Matt 
spoke of why this is so important—so that the rocks, mountains, animals, and seas can continue to be a 
witness to God’s power, creativity, and glory for generations to come. In your group, look at the passages 
from Sunday and have a conversation about what our role should be in caring for God’s creation, according 
to God’s Word. 
 
 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
  

  
In v. 1, what specific qualities does the psalmist attribute to God? Why do you think he was 
impressed with God? 

 
How does each of the psalmist’s descriptions emphasize God’s immense creative power? 

 
What does God intend for us to learn about Himself through creation? 
 

The writer of Psalm 104 proclaimed that God’s actions are magnificent. What God has done 
is so incredible it should leave us with a sense of awe. What He has done is the powerful 
action of speaking into existence everything we see each day—and so much more that we 
can’t see. 

 
Not only did God create out of His great power, but He also holds everything together. If He 
can hold together the foundation of the world—hold together all of creation—then we can 
have confidence that He can take care of us. He can establish our foundation in Him, and we 
won’t be upended. Amazingly, in all God’s magnificence, majesty, and splendor, He has 
chosen to love us. 

1 What aspect of God’s creation would you say you admire the most? 

2 
Why is it important for us as followers of Jesus to take a pause and take another look at what 
and why we believe certain things about certain topics? 

1 Someone read Psalm 104:1-23. 
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Why is it vital to understand God wisely and intentionally created everything in the world? 

  
What hinders us from recognizing God’s continual activity in sustaining creation? 
 
How does creation point humanity to God? How does that play a role in how creation can help 
in the process of salvation for those who are distant from God? 

 
 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 
1 How do I see creation’s value? Is it based on what it can do for me or Who it points to? 

 

2 How do my actions show (or not show) that I take seriously God’s command to care for what  
He’s given to us through what He has created? 

 

3 
What might a conversation with someone who cares deeply about the environment look like if 
we took seriously God’s command to care for what He has created?  Where could you find 
common ground in that conversation? 

 

4 
What would be the differences, as far as what motivates you to care for the environment vs. 
what motivates them to care for the environment? How can your active care for the environment 
point people to Jesus? 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Pray with your group to end your time together. 
 

 NEXT WEEK 
 

PAUSE, WEEK 5: TOPIC OF CHOICE 
For week five of the “Pause” series, our teaching team will address a topic submitted by the church. Join us 
Sunday morning online at cpmodesto.org!  Remember to take good notes so you are ready to add to the 
discussion your home group will have!  
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group 
so you can be praying for each other during the week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Someone read Psalm 104:24-35. 
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion or to hit on all the 
questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content 
from the guide you feel will help your group grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom and 
guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 

PSALM 104 
 
OVERVIEW OF PSALM 104 This psalm is a companion hymn to Psalm 103. It begins with the same words that end that psalm. 
This psalm alludes to the Noahic covenant and the six days of creation. It resembles ancient Near Eastern texts in form and content. 
The psalm is an argument against sun worship. 
 
104:1 To be clothed with majesty and splendor represents royal language typically associated with kingship (Ps 96:6; 111:3; 145:5-
12; Job 40:10; Isa 2:10,19-20; 35:2). 
 
104:2 God is identified with light (Gen 15:17; 1Jn 1:5), and light signifies the Lord’s presence in Jerusalem (Ps 89:15; Isa 60:1; Ezek 
43:1-2). Light, the first created element, dispels darkness and reveals evil (Jn 3:20; 8:12; 2Co 4:5-6; 1Jn 2:8). On spreading out the 
sky, compare Isa 40:22; Zech 12:1. 
 
104:3 The palace (or “chamber”) refers to God’s dwelling place, which contains rain (v. 13; Am 9:6). The Lord rides the clouds (Ps 
68:4,17). To walk on the wings of the wind refers to God’s dominion (18:10). 
 
104:4 The winds and rain, controlled by God, are agents of judgment and blessing. Flames of fire refers to lightning (29:7; 148:8; cp. 
Heb 1:7). In the ancient Near East, the heavenly bodies and natural elements were worshiped as deities, but in this psalm all of these 
“deities” fall under the Lord’s authority as Creator. 
 
104:5 While verses 1-4 describe the Lord’s sovereignty over natural forces, the emphasis in this verse shifts to the Lord as King over 
the earth. By divine command, God established the earth on its axis. It will never be shaken could be rendered as “it will never 
totter,” based on the nuance of the Hebrew verb mut (“to tip over, fall off balance”; 82:5; 93:1; 96:10; Isa 24:19; 40:20; 41:7). 
 
104:6-8 God covered the Earth with the deep and the waters stood above the mountains. The imagery is consistent with the cosmic 
flood in Genesis (Gen 7:18-20). At God’s rebuke, the waters fled like warriors fleeing from battle (114:3-6) and hurried away (i.e., in 
alarm) at the sound of God’s voice. The floodwaters receded, uncovering the mountains and redefining the valleys, restoring the 
Earth to its natural state. Just as the Lord established the Earth (v. 5), so the mountains and valleys remained in the places God 
established for them. 
 
104:9 As sovereign Creator, God appointed a boundary that the waters could not transcend, so that they will never cover the Earth 
again (Job 37:8-11). This expression recalls the Lord’s covenant with Noah, when He promised never to destroy the Earth by flood 
again (Gen 9:11). 
 
104:10-11 The psalmist transformed the destructive role of water into a constructive role—the provision of water for sustaining the 
life of His creatures. 
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104:14 Vegetation provides food for cattle and mankind alike. Humanity stands at the center of the psalm, representative of God’s 
finest creature and the crowning achievement of His creation (Ps 8). 
 
104:15 To make a man’s face shine with oil figuratively describes the abundance of God’s provision and the satisfaction of rich 
foods. Bread denotes any type of food. 
 
104:16 Flourish is literally “are satisfied.” 
 
104:19-20 The solar and lunar cycles regulate the seasons, reflecting God’s dependability and sovereignty over creation. God 
controls the darkness and the light and the life cycles of night and day creatures. 
 
104:25 Vast and wide is literally “great and broad its hands.” 
 
104:26 Leviathan (Job 3:8; Isa 27:1) refers to a large sea creature that would play in the water (Zech 8:5). 
 
104:27 God’s faithfulness to His creation allows His creatures to anticipate His future provision (145:5; 146:5; Isa 38:18). 
 
104:28 The Hebrew word for “satisfied” ( sb’) is a key term in the psalm. The Earth is “satisfied” (v. 13), the trees are satisfied 
(“flourish” v. 16), and all of the Earth’s inhabitants are “satisfied” (v. 28). 
 
104:29-30 The hiding of God’s face refers to abandonment. The term terrified denotes a state of chaos, and it may also be 
translated “confused.” Only God has power over life and death (Gen 2:7; 6:17). When man dies, he returns to dust (Gen 3:19), and 
when God sends forth His breath (Hb ruach; “spirit”), He creates life. 
 
104:32 The focused attention of God causes the Earth to tremble (2:11; 55:5; Job 4:14; Isa 33:14). The presence of the omnipotent 
God causes mountains to smoke (18:8; 144:5; 2Sam 22:9; Isa 4:5; 6:4), often as part of an appearance of the Lord (Ex 19:18; 20:18). 
 
104:35 In the Septuagint (the earliest Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament), Hallelujah begins Psalm 105; thus Psalms 
103-106 each end with the same phrase they begin with—”My soul, praise Yahweh!” in 103 and 104, and “Hallelujah!” in 105 and 
106. “Hallelujah” is literally “praise Yah.” Yah is a shortened form of Yahweh. The psalmist was inviting his audience to join him in 
praising Yahweh. 
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