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I.  Introduction 
 A. Story:  Angry Starbucks guy, when he got his drink, it was smaller than he expected it.  
  1. Thing is, he knew exactly what he was getting into when he paid that $6. He was a 

regular at Starbucks. We all know what we’re getting into when we visit a Starbucks: 
overpriced coffee. 

  2. But on that day, he didn’t want Starbucks to be what it is.   
  3. He wanted the benefit of a tasty drink but didn’t want Starbucks to cost what it costs.    
  4. This is a small and silly picture of what we see on a larger scale in Jonah, and for 

ourselves. We want God to be God, but only to the extent that His character pleases US.   
  5. We want God, but NOT IN FULL, especially when God loves my enemy. When God’s 

care crosses the aisle to show mercy on someone I can’t stand. 
 B Summary of Jonah up through chapter 3. Then overview of Jonah 4. 
  1. In Jonah chapter 4, we basically get to see Jonah melt down into “Angry Starbucks 

Guy.”  Jonah was a prophet. He knew the Scriptures. He wasn’t a beginner at Old 
Testament theology. This is what makes Jonah chapter 4 all the more scandalous and 
jaw-dropping.   

  2. Before we dig into Jonah 4, I want to take you back in time to Exodus 34. This is at the 
beginning of God’s relationship with Israel. Moses asks God “Show me your glory.” In 
other words, “God, I want to see what makes You, YOU.” 

  3. And here is how God describes the essence of His nature to Moses: 
II. Exodus 34:6-7 

6 The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “[Yahweh, Yahweh], a God merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast 
love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means 
clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, 
to the third and the fourth generation.” 

 A. So God reveals two major components that make Him who He is. 
1. I am a God of grace, mercy, and forgiveness who doesn’t live in His anger. I commit 

myself to people with a deep love, to the extent that I will forgive their treason and 
rebellion toward Me. 

2. And yet, somehow, even though I am infinitely forgiving of sin, that sin won’t go 
unpaid for. I won’t let injustice go unpunished. So somehow, I will find a way to 
punish ALL sin while still forgiving you and showing you great mercy.   

 B. What makes God “God”: unmerited, merciful love that gives life to perfect justice. 
1. This reality of God’s complete justice and unbelievable mercy living in perfect unity 

was foreshadowed in Israel’s sacrificial system and shown in its fullness as Jesus died 
on the cross. 

2. We see justice and forgiveness demonstrated in the same event.   



 

 

 C. So Jonah, being very well acquainted with the book of Exodus knew EXACTLY the kind of 
God Yahweh was. The kind that would see great sin and injustice and somehow find a 
way to forgive. 

 1. Not only did Jonah know this from Scripture, but he knew it experientially AND 
RECENTLY. 

2. Let’s not forget the utter rebellion Jonah committed against God a few verses ago. 
D. So yes, Jonah knew EXACTLY the kind of God that he belonged to:  merciful, gracious, 

slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, forgiving iniquity. 
1. This is what makes the first verses of this chapter so shocking. 
2. You see, God had seen the great sin of the Assyrian Empire and specifically the great 

city of Nineveh, and even after the world’s worst sermon that Jonah preached, God 
brought about deep repentance to the Ninevites. Even their cows are covered with 
sackcloth as a sign of repentance. Repenting cows! 

3. And so God relents. He doesn’t destroy Nineveh. 
III. Jonah 4:1-3 

1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. 2 And he prayed to the Lord and 
said, “O Lord, is not this what I said when I was yet in my country? That is why I made haste 
to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that You are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster. 3 Therefore now, O Lord, please take 
my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 
A. God’s mercy on the Ninevites makes Jonah fiercely angry.   

1. And here in verse 2 Jonah regurgitates everything that’s been boiling up inside of him 
since chapter 1. We find out the reason he ran away from God and the reason he is 
so intensely angry.  

2. Obvious answer for Jonah’s anger is that Jonah just hated the Ninevites. 
3. But that obvious answer isn’t the only answer. There’s a deeper and even more 

troubling answer. 
B. Jonah justifies his anger by quoting back to God, God’s own description of HIMSELF! 

Jonah quotes back to God the exact self-description that God gives of Himself in Exodus 
34.  “I’m angry, God, because You are Who You are.” 
1. “God, I would rather die than live in a world where You are Who You are!” “I would 

rather cease existing than to go on in this life tolerating a God like You.” 
2. But look at God’s response in verse 4. This is equally shocking: 

IV. Jonah 4:4 
4 And the Lord said, “Do you do well to be angry?” 

A. Let me just stop and ask you: If your kid came to you and said this, “I hate what makes 
you you” etc. 
1. Would your natural response be, “Hmmm. Do you do well to be angry?” 
2. No? Mine wouldn’t either.  

B. The continued grace of God toward Jonah is unreal! Let’s stop and capture this thought: 
1. God’s mercy toward YOU is proof that God loves enemies. Because you ARE 

someone’s enemy and you WERE God’s enemy. (Romans 5:10) 
2. So let’s see how Jonah responds to this gracious question: 



 

 

V. Jonah 4:5-6 
5 Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of the city and made a booth for himself there. 
He sat under it in the shade, till he should see what would become of the city.  6 Now the Lord 
God appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be a shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort. So Jonah was exceedingly glad because of the plant.  
A. First thing to notice here: 

1. Back in Chapter 2, which is Jonah’s prayer of semi-repentance in the belly of the fish, 
in verse 7, Jonah imagines his prayer bringing him back to God’s temple in Jerusalem. 
He’s longing to be near God in His temple dwelling place. 

2. But here, in 4:5 we now see Jonah leaving Nineveh, EAST…away from Jerusalem 
(temple). Jonah is trying to distance himself from God again! 

B. Second thing:  
 1. And yet in verse 6, we see God almost spoiling Jonah with mercy: “You’re angry at 

Me, you don’t want Me to be Who I am, and now you’re running away again.  So I’m 
going to grow a plant over your head to ease your discomfort.” 

2. The author of Jonah is just piling on the merciful nature of God. 
3. And Jonah is overjoyed by this comfort, but completely blind to the mercy and irony of it. 

VI. Jonah 4:7-9 
7 But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so 
that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat 
down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint. And he asked that he might die and said, “It 
is better for me to die than to live.” 9 But God said to Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry for 
the plant?” And he said, “Yes, I do well to be angry, angry enough to die.”  
A. The irony built into the language in this book is awesome.   
 1. In Chapter 1, we see God “appoint” a fish to save Jonah. Here, God “appoints” a plant 

to shade Jonah. God “appoints” a worm to kill the plant and “appoints” a wind to 
scorch.  

2. A fish, a plant, a worm and a wind obey. Wildlife and inanimate forces of nature all do 
the exact bidding of God. Not to mention a ruthless pagan empire repenting.  

3. But the prophet of God has a rebel heart and he’s pouting.   
B. And Jonah, completely missing the irony of all of this, entrenches his heart in rebellion, 

bigotry, and hate.   
1. The only thing that Jonah has any feelings or pity about is a plant that only benefitted 

himself. 
2. Here, we see a man in the complete grasp of sin, in the complete grasp of utter 

selfishness. 
3. But before we pick on Jonah, let’s look at OUR hearts. What are the things YOU get 

upset about. For others? For yourself? 
C. And yet, ONCE AGAIN, we see God trying to reason with Jonah and coax him toward 

heart-change and repentance. 
1. To which Jonah responds with yet another slap in God’s face, reminding God that 

he’d still rather die than live in a world where God is Who He is. 



 

 

2. And so now we come to verse 10. Stop for a second and catch your breath. This is 
going to be the most unsatisfying ending to any story you’ve ever read. It’s going to 
leave you hanging, and then if you keep listening, it might be painful. 

VII.  Jonah 4:10-11 
10 And the Lord said, “You pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you make it 
grow, which came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should not I pity 
Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know 
their right hand from their left, and also much cattle?” THE END. 
A. “Cows.” That’s literally the last word in the book of Jonah. And we’re left without even a 

hint of how Jonah responds to this.   
1. And as we ponder why, the reality flips on like a light bulb. 
2. It’s not important what Jonah did with this. What’s important is what I do with this. 

B. This is the Jonah mirror. All this time we’ve been watching Jonah, seeing what he does 
and how he feels and how he reacts. 
1. And at the very last minute, God removes Jonah and we’re left staring into a mirror. 
2. We find ourselves having to face NOT who Jonah is, but who WE are. 

C. And here’s the heart of the question that God asked Jonah that now WE are left to 
consider: 
1. “Jonah, I know you hate these people. I know you feel you have every reason to wish 

harm on them. But you cared about a plant, something you have no investment in and 
no long term relationship with.” 

2. “I planted Nineveh. I made these people and I’ve been watching every one of them 
since they were newborns in their mother’s arms. I know that many of them have 
become wicked. I know that they’ve rebelled. I know that they don’t respect me. But 
neither do you. Your OWN rebellion shows that. 

3. “There are 120,000 people over in that city that My heart is deeply invested in. And I 
feel deep and sorrowful pity for them, because they are so very lost (Just like you!)” 

4. “So Jonah, if YOU can’t care for them, can you at least understand why I do?” 
5. “And Jonah, I’m so invested in you that I’ll make a concession. It’s a big ask for you to 

have concern for the Ninevites. What about the cows? They’re innocent. If you can’t 
care about the people, can you just start with caring about the repenting cows?” 

6. “Jonah, if you can just move your heart two degrees closer in my direction, we can 
make this work.” 

D. And so not knowing the end of Jonah’s story, YOU and I get to finish it for him. 
1. Every one of us has a line drawn in our heart. There are people who are IN and there 

are people who are OUT. 
2. And I would dare to say that most of us probably know or even know OF people in 

this world that we hate or at least treat with complete disregard and disdain. 
3. I want you to imagine that person in your mind right now, or that political affiliation or 

that people group. 
4. And while imagining them in your mind I want you to proclaim this undeniable truth 

from Jonah and the rest of God’s Word: 
VIII. God loves my enemy as much as He loves me. God pities the people that I hate. 



 

 

 A. Our world is in such a tragic place of division and hate right now. And part of the reason 
is because the people in the Church have let go of our birthright as LIGHT in this dark 
world. We’ve forgotten that our KING not only said that we are to love our enemies but 
He SHOWED us how to do it. 

 B. If we, the people of Jesus’ church, don’t show the world how love of enemy is done, who 
will? 

C. If we, as the people of Jesus’ Church, don’t show the world how to lay down our rights, 
lay down our freedom to lob grenades on social media, lay down our self-righteous 
opinions on secondary issues and pursue FIRST the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness,  what hope is there for the world? 

IX. Ephesians 2:14-16 says, 
14 For He Himself [Jesus] is our peace, who has made us both [Jews and Gentiles… all races 
and people groups!] one and has broken down in His flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by 
abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that He might create in 
Himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might RECONCILE US 
both to God in one body THROUGH THE CROSS, thereby killing the hostility. 
A. Jesus died to make reconciliation possible. If it was significant enough to take up 

residence on Jesus’ cross, it is significant enough to take up residence in my heart! 
1. There are lines in the sand we cannot cross. There are things we MUST believe.  

Things we MUST do and things we MUST NOT. Truth is a real thing and it does not 
move or alter. This is all true. 

2. God knows this better than anyone. And yet He was willing to both LOVE and 
PURSUE people who were lightyears away from agreeing with Him on anything. Isn’t 
this what He did for YOU? 

3. God did not lead with judgment or demands. He led with mercy.  Isn’t that what He 
did for you?  While we were YET SINNERS, Christ died for us??? 

4. Did Jesus die to pay the penalty for our sins? OH YES. But that’s not all. 
5. Jesus also died to tear down walls that have divided humans for thousands of years. 
6. This is NOT a secondary issue. If Jesus DIED to accomplish it, it is NOT secondary. 
7. And yet the church is so often found asleep in the light. 
8. Oh how we can quote Scripture and Oh how we can list out our doctrinal stance and 

Oh how we can list out all the ways that the people in our world are rebelling against 
God. We have ALL of this “light.” 

9. And yet when Jesus says, “Love your enemy, pray for those who persecute you.” 
Matt. 5:44) “Bless and do not curse “(Rom.12:14), we rip that page out of the Bible 
and replace it with a list of our RIGHTS.  

10. Oh how lost we are when the 1st Amendment is not governed by the 1st and 
greatest Commandment. 

11. Oh how lost we are when we are Americans first and Christians second. 
12. If you’re offended by my words, I beg your forgiveness. I have no desire to cause you 

pain, because I love you. 
13. But I cannot be swayed from speaking these words, because I love you. 
14. The freedoms you enjoy in this country are wonderful and beautiful things. 



 

 

15. It’s just that, they don’t belong to you. They belong to another: Jesus CHRIST who 
bought you, all of you, including your rights. He bought that with the price of His blood. 

16. Don’t misunderstand me.This world needs your voice. This world needs you to 
engage in it and use the amazing freedom you’ve been given to contribute to a good, 
safe, peaceful, and thriving society. This country needs to hear from you. 

17. But they don’t need to hear about your RIGHTS, they need to hear about your SAVIOR! 
18. There are people in this world that need you to CARE about them, even just a little bit.   
19. There are people in this world that you ignore, dismiss, or hate that need you to care 

more about their eternity than you do about your entitlements. They need you to care 
more about their pain than your opinions. 

20. And so I want to invite you to join me is some soul-searching this week. Here are two 
questions I’d challenge you to spend some long walks pondering or over several cups 
of coffee discussing: 

B. Who must I begin to love in order to continue following Jesus? 
1. Jesus loves your enemy and He IS moving toward them in love. If you refuse to do the 

same, you’re refusing to go where Jesus goes.  
2. I do want to encourage you with this though: loving your enemy is a process. 
3. This is not an overnight thing. It can take YEARS, and maybe even DECADES 
4. Some of you have been wounded and damaged so deeply by someone. 
5. TELL MY STORY??? 
6. God is patient and as we’ve seen with Jonah is SO willing to work in increments. 
7. Just keep turning in His direction with forgiveness and mercy degree by degree. He 

can work with that. 
C. What do I need to start caring about to let God finish the work He has started in me? 

1. There are issues in this world that don’t affect you and me, so it’s so easy not to care. 
2. Jonah didn’t care about the Ninevites, and then when he went there he couldn’t care 

less what happened to them. 
3. But God cares. Christians need to have a category in our mind labeled: “Things I don’t 

naturally care about, but God does, so I will too.” 
4. When this world is in pain, WE have to be the first people who run towards that pain. 
5. Maybe there are things we need to even just start caring about that we should have 

been on the front lines about decades ago. If not us, then who? 
 

INVITATION 
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 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 

 
Pastor Travis preached from Jonah 4 on Sunday. As we read about Jonah’s response to the Ninevites’ repentance 
and see his attitude toward God, it gives us a good opportunity to reflect a bit and ask “Do our attitudes, concerns, 
and priorities reflect the heart of God?” Take this opportunity to talk about this with your group and discuss the 
concluding part of Jonah’s story in this book and how it applies to your life. 

  
 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
  

  
1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. 2 And he prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord, is not 
this what I said when I was yet in my country? That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that You 
are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster. 
3 Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the Lord 
said, “Do you do well to be angry?” 5 Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of the city and made a booth 
for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, till he should see what would become of the city. 

 
What emotions does v. 1 say Jonah experienced? Why do you think he felt that way? 
 
In what ways do sinful attitudes keep us from joining God in His mission? 
 
Is it possible for us to be obedient to God and have a bad attitude at the same time? 
Why or why not? 

 
In what ways does anger make Jonah self-destructive? How does it do the same to us? 
 
How do we know Jonah does not have a heart for others? How is he hurting himself? 

 

   

1 How do you typically react when you don’t get your way? 

2 
Most of us devote our time and resources to what we consider important. But how much of ourselves and  
our resources do we invest in matters of eternal significance? What does this say about the condition of  
our hearts? 

1 Someone read Jonah 4:1-5. 

2 Someone read Jonah 4:6-11. 
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6 Now the Lord God appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be a shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort. So Jonah was exceedingly glad because of the plant. 7 But when dawn 
came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so that it withered. 8 When the sun 
rose, God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was 
faint. And he asked that he might die and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 9 But God said to 
Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry for the plant?” And he said, “Yes, I do well to be angry, angry enough to 
die.” 10 And the Lord said, “You pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you make it grow, which 
came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which 
there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also 
much cattle?” 
 
 What lesson did God teach Jonah through the vine? 

 
In what way do the comforts of life that we enjoy prevent us from being what God 
wants us to be and doing what God wants us to do? 
 
Why did Jonah show a lack of repentance? When are we most prone to show a lack of 
repentance to God? 
 
How would you answer God’s question in v. 11? 

 
 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 Is it easier to look at life from God’s perspective or the world’s perspective? How can we focus 
on seeing the world the way God sees it? 

 
2 What do I need to start caring about to let God finish the work He has started in me? 

 
3 Who must I begin to love in order to continue following Jesus? 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Pray with your group to end your time together. 
 
 NEXT WEEK 
 

Jonah Wrap Up 
This is the last sermon discussion guide for the spring/summer. If your group is continuing on, let them know 
what they will be needing to read to prep for next week’s group! 
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week.  
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion or to hit on all the 
questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content 
from the guide you feel will help your group grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom and 
guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 

JONAH 4:1-11 
 
4:1. Jonah’s message to the Ninevites was from God, but his attitude was not. God’s graciousness on the Ninevites made Jonah 
angry. The prophet did not share God’s love for the Ninevites and did not want to see them spared. He became upset when he 
realized that the people of Nineveh had repented. He considered the Ninevite revival a great calamity. Rather than being pleased 
that the Ninevites had turned to God, Jonah burned with anger. 
 
4:2. Jonah prayed to the Lord. We do not know how often Jonah prayed. At least we know that Jonah prayed during crises, when he 
needed God’s help or when he was upset with God. Jonah recalled the time when he was running from God before he went to 
Nineveh. He told the Lord that he realized then the compassionate nature of the Lord. This awareness of God’s character had 
prompted the prophet’s attempt to run from God. Jonah identified five key aspects of God’s character. First, God is merciful or 
“gracious.” The term communicates the Lord’s attitude toward those who are undeserving. Second, God is compassionate; God 
understands our suffering and our needs. Third, God is slow to become angry. God is patient and forbearing with sinners. He gives 
us second chances just as He did with the rebellious Jonah. Fourth, God has faithful love. The Hebrew word refers to God’s loyal, 
steadfast love in His covenant relationship with His people. Fifth, God relents from sending disaster. Ironically, Jonah did not use this 
description in praise of God but in anger against Him. 
 
4:3-4. Jonah was so upset with the turn of events in Nineveh that he wanted to die. Jonah could see no reason to keep on living. He 
felt he would be better off dead than alive. Some other biblical figures expressed similar thoughts. For example, Elijah felt desperate 
when Jezebel threatened to take his life. He had defended God against the pagan prophets at Mount Carmel but afterward he 
became a fugitive. He wanted to die (1 Kings 19:4). The Lord responded to Jonah’s outburst with a question. Throughout this story 
God had dealt patiently with His rebellious prophet. God did not scold him here; rather, He asked Jonah if it was right for him to be 
angry. Rather than telling Jonah directly that he was selfish or disobedient, God asked a probing question. 
 
4:5. We do not know if Jonah answered God’s question. No answer is recorded. Jonah went outside Nineveh to see what would 
happen to the city. Jonah knew revival had broken out in the pagan city. Perhaps he wondered if God might still punish the Ninevites. 
Although Jonah knew how loving and compassionate God is, maybe he still hoped that his message of judgment would come to 
pass. Jonah built a shelter, probably a temporary hut or booth, to provide shade. The prophet’s main concern was to find some relief 
from the sun’s heat. He cared much more about relief from the heat than about the eternal destiny of an entire city. 
 
4:6-7. God graciously appointed a plant to give Jonah more shade. The word “appointed” appears at several key points in Jonah’s 
story. God had “appointed” a large fish to swallow Jonah (1:17). Jonah was happy for the further protection from the sun. Before 
Jonah could enjoy his shelter and the plant too long, God appointed a worm that destroyed the plant. God was trying to teach Jonah 
a lesson with this plant and its short life. 
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4:8-9. Jonah had been concerned about the bright sun and the heat. God, however, next appointed a scorching east wind to add to 
Jonah’s discomfort. Again Jonah wanted to die. Previously the prophet had expressed a desire to die because Nineveh was escaping 
divine judgment. At this point Jonah wanted to die because of the physical discomfort he was experiencing. Again God responded to 
Jonah’s concern with a question. Rather than telling Jonah directly that he was selfish, God probed his motivation with a question. 
Was Jonah right to be so upset about the dying plant? Jonah’s quick response was a resounding, “Yes.” 
 
4:10. After Jonah’s angry outburst, God responded to him with a direct statement and another question. God noted that Jonah had 
cared about the plant. Jonah had done nothing to bring the plant into existence yet he wanted the shade it provided. Jonah 
apparently had no concern for the city of Nineveh. The prophet had reluctantly obeyed God’s command to preach in Nineveh but had 
no real concern for the Ninevites’ spiritual well-being. Jonah’s concern was focused on his physical condition. 
 
4:11. The Book of Jonah ends with a question from God. God questioned Jonah about His concern for the great city of Nineveh. The 
obvious answer is that God does care about the Ninevites. God created all people and He loves all people. God’s concern for Nineveh 
is a case study, a small sample, of His concern for all people. The obvious answer to God’s question is that His concern for Nineveh is 
consistent with His character. Since God cared for the Ninevites, so should Jonah. 
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