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I. Introduction 
 A.    Tension of citizenship 
  1.  Live here - are affected by all that happens 
  2.  Our true home is not here - but everything done here affects there. 
**We live in a tension to do the greatest good here while investing in our true home that feels 
really, really far away. 
 B.    Matthew 6:19-34 -3 Commands 
  1.  Lay up for yourself treasures in Heaven (part 1) 
        - The condition of our heart by which we detach ourselves from the earth 
  2.  Do not be anxious (part 2) 
  a.   Freeing yourself from the drag of Earth 
  b.   Anchoring yourself upward in Christ 
  3.  Seek first God's kingdom (Umbrella) 
  a.   Be most passionate about God's reign and rule in this world. 
  b.   Do all you can to make God #1 in your life and in this world. 
**Jesus says, "I want you to be free from anxiety so that you can seek my kingdom by laying 
up treasures in Heaven." 
 -Radical freedom from earthly things and earthly security 
 -Confident pursuit of God and his kingdom as your treasure 
**That which you choose to treasure will set and determine your level of anxiety in life.  
**I believe that the reason we are so out of sorts about this election is because our treasure is 
threatened and threatened treasure can't be Jesus. This election is God's gift to the Church to 
remind us of whose we are and where to invest our resources and energy.  
II. Laying up treasures in Heaven 
 A.   Two realities about giving: 
  1.  Giving opens God's floodgates  
  a.   If we adopted the radical life and open-handed liberality that Jesus taught... 
  b.   If we tasted the freedom from fear and greed that Jesus bought... 
  c.   We would open the floodgates of God's grace, mercy, justice, and blessing on    
                         this world. 
**Malachi 3:10 
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put 
me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and 
pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.” 
  2.  Giving people are the happiest people  
        a.   If we were set free to give the way the Bible talks about giving, we would be the 
                          happiest people on Earth - in spite of suffering. 
        b.  Proverbs 14:21; 22:9; 1 Timothy 6:9; Acts 20:35 
“Whoever despises his neighbor is a sinner, but blessed is he who is generous to the poor.” 
Proverbs 14:21 
“Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed, for he shares his bread with the poor.” 
Proverbs 22:9 



 

 

“But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and 
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root 
of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith 
and pierced themselves with many pangs.” 
1 Timothy 6:9-10 
“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.” 
Acts 20:35 

A. Fact: there is no correlation between how happy a person is and how much a person 
       has.  The sooner you learn that the better off you are! 

 B.  Command One 
       1.   Two approaches to living: 
        a.   Accumulate valuable things for Earth 
        b.   Accumulate valuable things for Heaven 
**We will live for Earth or for Heaven, not both.  Jesus is very, very clear as to which one is 
best.  The way we see and use wealth & resources (whether we have a lot or a little) will reveal 
the depth of our humility. 
      2.   Nature of... (v19-20) 
       a.    Earthly treasure/gain 
    (1)  Immediate and tangible 
   (2)  If it is our focus, it can only end in tragic loss 
        b.    Heavenly treasure/gain 
   (1)  Often future and intangible 
   (2)  Harnessing earthly gain as a conduit to seeking God's kingdom can only 
                                   end in joy and satisfaction. 
  3.   The pursuit of wealth for wealth’s sake... 
         a.   Enslaves the heart (v21) 
   (1)  Our hearts follow what we value; our affections pursue what we treasure 
   (2)  We accumulate valuable things in Heaven by using wealth/resources to  
                                   make much of Jesus. 
   (3)  It is not wrong to have wealth.  Hoarding vs Producing... 
           - Hoarding: money/stuff is prized for their own sake 
           - Producing: put to work for eternal gain 
**It is just as easy to hoard with little as it is to hoard with much.  It is just as easy to be 
productive with little as it is with much. 
   (4)  Where does our heart live? 
         (a) "I'm convinced the greatest deterrent to giving is this: the illusion that  
                                         Earth is our home."  Randy Alcorn 
**Colossians 3:1-3 
“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that 
are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” 
          (b) Christ is our home! 
    b.   Enslaves the mind (v22-23) 



 

 

          (1)  In Scripture, the eye is often symbolic of different things - often, as is here, the  
                             attitudes of the mind. 
          (2)  Good and bad 
                (a) Good = denotes a mindset of generosity 
                (b) Bad = metaphor for a mindset of stinginess and jealousy 
                (c)  Enslaves the will (v24) 
          1)  God is the dispenser of wealth - therefore, wealth is not    
                             evil but when we love the gift instead of the giver, we turn the gift evil 
          2)  Mastered by... 
                a) Money = God becomes a bellhop for all your life's business 
                b) God = Money becomes a servant of the kingdom 
**If either challenges the other when already mastered, hate ensues.  One person cannot 
have two masters. 
 C.  You can't take it with you... or can you? 
  1.  Jesus’ point: Use what you have (little or much) to invest in and seek God's kingdom 
        a.  If you leverage you wealth for your kingdom, then you will eventually lose it all. 
        b.  If you leverage your wealth for God's kingdom then you have laid up for 
                          yourself; treasures in Heaven - secured for you forever! 
  2.  How can I do this? 
        a.  Use your wealth to reflect the image of God in you. 
            b.  Use your wealth to restore the image of God in others. 
  3.  All about what you can take with you... 
        a.  Holiness of character - love, humility, vulnerability 
        b.  Obedience to God's commands 
        c.  People pursued and rescued into God's family 
        d.  People discipled and nurtured in the faith 
  
**Next week:  Do not be anxious 
If you battle with anxiety (and if you ever see the news, you do) I hope you come back next 
week praying that God will make you free of anxiety and fear and a radical seeker of his 
kingdom. 


