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I. Introduction 
 A.  Biblical obedience 
  1.  Surrender: giving up control, turning all over to Jesus.  Different from  
  just commitment. 
  2.  Trust: having faith that God knows what is best for you and is for you  
  even when it doesn't appear that way 
 B.  Next few weeks as we head toward Christmas... 
  1.  Looking at this concept of biblical obedience in the lives of those in the  
  Christmas story 
  2.  My prayer is that we process and wrap our heads around what it  
  means practically to live this out. 
II. Zechariah and Elizabeth (Luke 1:5-25) 
 A.  V5-7: The life of Z and E 
  1.  Priest and both in the priestly line 
  2. Both described as righteous before God and walked blamelessly  
  3.  Pain and disappointment: Could not have children (they prayed a lot  
  about this issue) 
 B.  V8-17: One day in the life of Z 
  1.  "While he was serving..." 
   a.  Often, God speaks in the midst of our daily life and routine - not  
   only when we are doing "spiritual" things. 
    1) Moses/David = tending sheep 
    2) Gideon = threshing wheat 
    3) Peter and crew = mending fish nets 
*Maybe if you want to hear God, go work in agriculture or animal husbandry... 
   b.  God calls us to live life and be productive, he will direct us as we 
   go.  Don't sit around waiting... 
  2.  Chosen to enter the Holy Place to burn incense 
   a.  Chosen by lot - but not by chance 
   b.  Could only do this honor once in one's lifetime - many were  
   never chosen, this was a huge honor/privilege 
  3.  Gabriel is waiting for him 
   a.  Fear of diving judgement - settled wth "fear not" 
   b.  The message from Gabriel 
    1) Your prayers have been answered - you will have a son 
    2) He is a special son and will do great things for God 
*Notice that Gabriel was detailed and there was nothing blurry about this message. 
 C.  V18-22: Missing: surrender and trust, if found, return to Z 
  1.  Z was absolutely committed to God 
   a.  Already established - righteous and blameless 



 

 

   b.  Had favor with God because he and his wife were chosen to  
   carry the one who would prepare the way for the Messiah 
  2.  Response was unbelief 
   a.  He saw all the obstacles and didn't believe the message as it  
   was miraculously and specifically delivered 
   b.  Committed depends on me, what I can accomplish; surrender  
   depends on God, what he can accomplish through me. 
  3.  Z requires more evidence and gets it - silent for 9 months 
 D.  V23-25: Lesson learned about biblical obedience 
  1.  Finished his duties in silence but not without expression 
  2.  Went home to mime the good news to Elizabeth 
  3.  Implicit: he came to a place of surrender and trust  
III. 3 keys to biblical obedience (surrender and trust) 
 A.  Obedience doesn't demand more evidence to believe. 
  1.  "How shall I know this?" 
   a.  Z demanded more information in order to accept what Gabriel  
   said. 
   b.  His response is the opposite of a humble and open heart 
  2.  Before you come down hard on him, how often, when overwhelmed by  
  pain or disappointment, do we cease to believe God is working on our  
  behalf? 
  3.  Obedience believes the promises of God in spite of the presence or  
  absence of visible evidence 
 B.  Obedience doesn't respond with cynicism. 
  1.  "I just can't be sure about this..." 
   a.  Too old 
   b.  Wife is unable to have kids 
   c.  Would have worked our if you answered our prayer in a timely  
   manner 
  2.  When we substitute commitment for surrender, we are only capable of  
  what we can do and are limited by the laws of the natural world.  When we 
  surrender, we allow God to do the impossible. 
**God says, "I can and love to do the humanly impossible!" 
 -Remember: surrender is relinquishing your rights and expectations outside of  
 the one righ/expectation you do have: that God will transform you into the image  
 of Christ Jesus. 
**Some of you are struggling deeply with pain and disappointment right now.  I can't 
adequately answer your experience.  But I can tell you that God sees you, he hears you, 
and he loves you.  Hold on to Him even when it hurts. 
 C.  Obedience doesn't give up when we fall into unbelief. 
  1.  Unbelief well never be conquered in your life; it will be a process of  
  conquering it every day through an increased intimacy with Jesus 
*As surrender and trust grow, unbelief loosens it's grip on our lives. 



 

 

  2.  This moment in Z's life was preceded by a life of godliness and it was  
  followed by a life of godliness - unbelief was not a defining characteristic  
  of Z's life 
**God can handle our moments of unbelief, we may have consequences but he is 
bigger than our unbelief.   
 -We are called to respond with repentance, accepting God's forgiveness, and  
 then move forward thanking and praising God for his faithfulness. 
IV. Challenge 
 A.  Where are you? 
  1.  "I don't know if I'm really surrendered to Jesus" or "I have a hard time  
  trusting that God really does see, hear, and love me right now." 
  2.  Z's life stands as an encouragement to you  
   a.  He had an angelic visit and he struggled with belief 
   b.  The challenge before you is will you repent, accept God's   
   forgiveness, and move forward in surrender and trust? 
 B.  God is radically for you. 
  1.  That's why he sent Jesus 
  2.  Rest in that today... 


