
 

 

Can You Hear Me Now? January 10, 2016 
Series, “Hebrews” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Hebrews 5:11-14 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   "About this ... Hard to explain ..." 
  1.   Previously talked about Jesus as high priest 
  2.   Jesus’ role in eternal salvation 
  3.   Not simple stuff for the immature 
 B.   Before we get into this complex stuff ... 
  1.   I have some concerns 
  2.   We need to have a difficult conversation ... 
II. Dull hearing 
 A.   The build 
  1.   2:1 - pay close attention 
  2.   3:1 - Consider (stop and think about) Jesus 
  3.   3:8 - Don't hardenen your heart 
  4.   3:12 - Take care (caution) lest unbelieving heart 
  5.   4:1 - lest you fail to reach it 
  6.   4:11 - strive to enter that rest 
  7.   4:14 - hold fast to our confession 
**The author of Hebrews is deeply concerned about something that has been 
consistent from the beginning of the letter. He now lays it out. 
 B.   Dull of hearing 
  1.   You don't hear. And what you hear, you're lazy with. You're like a child 

who has all the knowledge and capability to walk but just lies there 
waiting for others to do everything for him.   

   a.   Not dull teaching ... but dull hearing 
    1)  Problem not with content or the messenger 
    2)  Problem with the readers/listeners 
   b.   Dull 
    1)  Slow, sluggish, slothful 
    2)  A spiritual apathy and laziness that prevents spiritual 

development 
   c.   There was nothing wrong physically 
    1)  Something is wrong with their hearts 
    2)  Information given, heard, yet is not embraced. 
**They heard with their ears but their hearts were unresponsive. 



 

 

  2.   Dull hearing is hearing without faith and without the moral fruit of faith. 
   a.   Hearing with no noticeable path adjustment because of the message 
   b.   Faith always has a visible result. 
 C.   Signs of immaturity 
  1.   Dullness to the Word (v 11) 
   a.   Drifting and doubting = dullness 
   b.   Eventually we are unable to even listen, let alone receive or act. 
  2.   Inability/unwilling to share (v 12a) 
   a.   Sharing spiritual truth with others is the responsibility of every believer. 
   b.   Not all can teach but all can share what they learn. 
    1)  The defense of "I just need to know more" is not valid in God's 

economy. 
    2)  Sharing is one of the hardest lessons for children. If you're not 

sharing then you're a baby (not my words) 
  3.  Baby food diet (v 12b-13) 
   a.   Milk = the Gospel, life and teaching of Jesus 
    1)  Not inferior teaching; the problem is that it's not doing anything 
    2)  Milk of the Word is not producing the mind and muscle of faith 

which in turn doesn't produce acts of … 
   b.   Meat = What he is about to explain 
    1)  Not more significant but more difficult to grasp 
    2)  If you're not doing the simple call of the Gospel, then you 

certainly don't need more complicated information. 
**The mature never outgrow milk ... 
  4.   Unskilled in using the Word (v 14) 
   a.   Application in daily life 
   b.   No discernment necessary to know what's wrong when God gives a 

list (I.e. 10 commandments) 
   c.   Discernment is required to make decisions that are not spelled out 

explicitly - what TV to watch, political positions to take, investment 
strategies, vocation, insurance, retirement, business tactics, where 
to live, what to drive, how to discipline your children, what to wear, 
where to volunteer, how much to give 

 D.  How then do I grow? 
**Our maturity is measured by the connection of what we know and how we act. 
  1.   Drink your milk. 
   a.   Listen to the message of God's promises in the Gospel. 
   b.   Read, sit under teaching, and believe it. 



 

 

   c.   Be earnest and diligent to apply your heart and mind to what is 
being heard. 

  2.   Enjoy and digest 
   a.   Allow time and focus to digest what you've heard 
   b.   Moving on to the next thing or new information will not help if you 

haven't digested (meditate, talk about, pray on, build on, benefit 
from) what you already have 

  3.   Discern good and evil 
   a.   Practice what you've learned 
   b.   The way you mature is when you day-by-day practice to the point 

that it is second nature. 
   c.   You advance in discerning more difficult and less clear things 
III. So What? 
 A.   Transformation, not a task. 
  1.   Sermons 
   a.   Video/audio 
   b.  Notes 
   c.   Discussion 
   d.  Adjust your thinking and actions 
  2.  Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) 
   a.   Read  
   b.   Digest 
   c.   Practice 
 B.   Digging wells 
  1.   Mature people are refreshing to others. 
  2.   In nature, people are, well, not refreshing. 


