
 

 

Just Keep Swimming January 24, 2016 
Series, “Hebrews” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Hebrews 6:9-20 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.  Hebrews 6 is possibly one of the most difficult chapters in the New 

Testament 
  1.  You don't listen. 
  2.  You may not even belong to Jesus! 
 B.  Sin is real. Hell is hot. And salvation is not to be taken lightly. 
  1.  The world around us tries to make us forget what is real.   
  2.  We've got to remember, no matter what, that which is important. 
 C. Understanding that, I want you to hear the very heart of Hebrews and my 

heart about my CrossPoint family 
II. Hebrews 6:9-20 
 A.  I love you. 
  1.  Beloved 
   a.  Only place in Hebrews used; meaning loved ones, you whom I love 
   b.  Why here? 
    1)  He's just said some of the hardest words in this letter. 
    2) I say hard things because I love you. (Because sin is real, Hell is 

hot, salvation is important) 
  2. In the church, because of what's at stake, we must be able to handle the 

tough love of those who come to us with hard words for our good. 
That's how the Body of Christ works 

   a.  I've spoken this way because I love you. 
   b.  We need to be less easily offended and hurt when people whom 

God has entrusted with us communicate difficult truth. 
**My prayer for us is that we can love and be loved when Heaven and Hell are at 
stake and hard questions are in order. 
 B.  In your case ... 
  1.  We believe better things... 
   a.  Things belonging to salvation (eternal salvation) 
   b.  That you won't rest on your past achievements but press on toward 

full maturity in Christ - that you won't quit. 
  2.  But our confidence is not dependent on you. 
 C.  God's justice 
  1.  God knows the reality of their spiritual lives. 



 

 

   a.  He sees that their hearts are connected with their hands. 
   b.  They have loved not just to be nice, but for the sake of the name of 

Jesus. 
**How do I know you love Jesus? You love others.  
  2.  Justice and mercy 
   a.  Tension between justice (punishment) and mercy (freedom) 
   b.  God's justice remembers what you've done in His name and 

through His power. 
   c.  However, not work based! 
    1)  Salvation through faith (in Christ) and patience (because of Christ) 
    2)  Diligently place your trust in Christ and patiently wait for Him 

until He grants your final inheritance 
 D. The certainty of hope 
  1.  God's promise (Hebrews 9:13-15) 
   a.  Promise of a people and salvation 
   b.  Repeated that promise over and over throughout the Old 

Testament and New Testament 
   c.  God's promise is the "what" of hope 
    1)  World promises are empty. 
    2)  God does not lie. 
  2.  God's oath (Hebrews 9:16-18) 
   a.  Greatest degree of certainty - an oath in His name (as sure as my 

name is Lucky Day) 
   b.  Not by sin/man, the world, my people Israel, angels of Heaven, etc. 
   c.  None but God and God alone contains the degree of 

encouragement or assurance he intends. 
  3.  God's Son (19-20) 
   a.  Anchor is Jesus Christ 
    1)  Popular symbol in early church 
    2)  Greek stoic philosopher Epictetus, "One must not tie a ship to a 

single anchor, nor a life to a single hope." 
    3)  Unless we are anchored to Christ alone we will never have 

stability, hope, contentment or fulfillment 
   b. This anchor is not some subjective confidence but the objective 

reality that God has promised and guaranteed an eternal inheritance. 
    1)  The anchor is Jesus Christ Who is lodged in the heavenly holy of 

holies where God's glory dwells. 
    2)  Our anchor is ... 



 

 

     - Upward not downward 
     - Moving ahead not standing still 
     - Sure, cannot be broken 
     - Steadfast, cannot slip 
   c.  Forerunner - He has gone before to prepare what is secure because 

of the promise, oath and Son. 
III. So what? 
 A.  The antidote to drifting and doubting what we have been taught is the 

renewal of hope in Christ 
  1.  God's promise (forgiveness, salvation, sanctification) 
  2.  God's oath (the highest degree of certainty) 
  3.  God's son (alive and tethering you and me as God's sons and 

daughters to God Himself) 
Q: What are you anchored to? 
 B.  Pressing on to maturity 
  1.  Living by the conviction that God's Word is true and that Christ is 

enough to not just save but secure. Or do you live concerned that you 
are just too much for Christ to handle? 

  2.  Hope is not an idea to grasp, it is a truth that, when caught, will 
transform your life. 

  3.  When we are anchored to Christ, we are a well of hope and strength to 
those around us. 


