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Well good morning. For those of you who may not know who I am, my name is Kyle. I’m the high school director here at CrossPoint. And I’m 
excited to get to speak with you here this morning, and just this week I figured out why Matt asked me to speak this week. Turns out 
something important in the sports world is happening today! Right? The Super Bowl or something like that? Yeah that’s what I thought. So it 
seems most fitting that they would have the biggest, most into-it sports fan on staff speak today right? Yay sports team, touchdowns, yard, 
and such.  

-Some joke about how unless the Super Bowl is like the next Marvel movie being released I am much less excited. haha.  

But for real, it’s great being here, and even though I speak mostly to the high school students, it’s great to get to talk with my broader church 
family from time to time, and what an awesome time of worshiping through song together, right? First off, we are so blessed to have such an 
amazing team of people in our worship ministry, really just high quality, spirit led, it’s amazing. And as great as they are, Jesus is just so much 
better, right? Just such amazing themes being presented, right? What a great and powerful God we serve. What an incredible gift Jesus is to 
us. It just leaves me without words sometimes. He is so great, so loving, so powerful, so much more.  

And that really has been our major theme of Hebrews: Jesus is better. He is better than what we have going on right now. He is better than 
what we are used to. He is the fulfillment of everything that has come before, and far exceeds what we expect or settle for. And so far in this 
series, the author of Hebrews has pretty much spent ALL of his time making this known, right? I certainly won’t question the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance for this author, but man, it sure seems like he is just beating a dead horse on this, right? Over and over again he goes into GREAT 
detail about how Jesus is better than angels, and he is better than Moses, for crying out loud he has spent the whole of chapter 7 saying I 
know you love your priestly systems, but Jesus is better than even that. He leaves no stone unturned when it comes to making that clear. 
Where we are going to pick up today is as he comes to the close of his argument on this. So he has spent all this time comparing how Jesus 
is of the order of Melchizedek, a priestly system set up not by man but by God, and last week Matt majored on the fact that while it was the 
priests’ job up until the time of Jesus to intercede temporarily on behalf of the people, Jesus is our constant interceder, the one mediating 
between us and the Father, the one that forgives sins, and gives us eternal and abundant life. He wraps his argument for Jesus being the 
ultimate high priest with a nice bow. Let’s read verses 26-28 together 

26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted 
above the heavens. 27 He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for His own sins and then for those of the 
people, since He did this once for all when He offered up himself. 28 For the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but 
the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son Who has been made perfect forever. 

When I first read that statement it comes off a little arrogant, but I don't think the author is saying that it’s indeed fitting that we should have 
this high priest because we deserve it. In fact I think its clear that what he is saying here is that we need a high priest like this because we so 
desperately need Him. And Jesus was the only one able to do that. We need someone to intercede on our twisted behalf, we need someone 
Who is perfect, Who is holy, Who is innocent, Who forgives, Who cares for, Who loves us, and again, the author is saying that person is found 
in Jesus. Jesus, Who died for our sins, Jesus Who offered one sacrifice, Himself, for the sin of the world and through faith in Him promises 
amazing new life. He is saying the old way may have kind of worked, but something new is here. There is no flaw, no weakness in this new 
high priest. He is perfect, and He is forever. 

So as this author finishes his disposition it’s about how Jesus is greater than the priestly system these Hebrew people were used to, and it’s 
eloquent, right? Poetic even. It rolls off the tongue like some inspiring speech. And then he immediately dumbs it down for the rest of us 
haha. Listen to this, pick it up with me at the beginning of chapter 8. 



Hebrews 8:1 Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest,  
I love this, and honestly I need it. It’s like the author is saying, “Ok I have spent FOREVER it seems like trying to make my point as crystal clear 
as possible, but for all of you to thick to grasp it, here is what I am saying. WE HAVE THIS HIGH PRIEST. It’s Jesus. Come on, get with the 
program.” He goes on to describe this high priest. 
Hebrews 8:2-3 One who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in Heaven, a minister in the holy places, in the true 
tent that the Lord set up, not man. [we will get to that in a minute]  For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus 
it is necessary for this priest also to have something to offer. (talking about his death on a cross, the sacrifice for sin. 
Gospel message. Let’s stop here for just a second and not gloss over the important Gospel message in this verse. The ramifications of this are 
amazing, We have this person. It is Jesus.  
- if you don't know Him here this morning, let me just tell you right now, Jesus is calling.  

 Hebrew 8:4 -5 Now if He were on Earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 
They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, 
“See that you make everything according to the pattern that was shown you on the mountain.” 

Alright let’s explore this a bit. That last verse is a reference to the Old Testament. Exodus chapter 25. It is a reference to when Moses received 
all the instructions about life from God on a mountain. 
-     the Israelites had really just left Egypt, started their way to the promised land, in their infancy as a nation 
- God met with Moses on the mountain 
- He gave moses the 10 commandments, and a bunch of other rules and laws, to help them honor God, separate themselves from the 

surrounding nations, and deep themselves from dying off over dumb stuff like hygiene. 
- and toward the tail end of all those rules and decrees, God gives some super SUPER detailed instructions for Moses to follow when He 

built a place of worship for His people.  

25-30- Five stinking chapters in Exodus describing in great detail every little thing they were to make, exactly what with, how long, how tall, 
how it’s put together, everything. And it’s like ok, why did God have to be so specific? It seems a little overboard. What this author of 
Hebrews is saying here is that the reason that God was so specific was He was getting as close as humanly possible to an image of Heaven, 
of His presence as these people could possibly get. This was as close to Heaven as these people could get, which is great right? But what 
does the author of Hebrews say? He says all those things, as specific as they were, were only copies and shadows of the heavenly things. All 
of the priestly comings and goings, all of the majesty and awe of the place, it all existed to do one thing, point to Jesus. And when put next 
to Him, it faded away in the light and reality of Who Jesus is. and according to this passage (and the whole rest of the bible) WE HAVE HIM! 
We can live in that reality. We don't have to settle for anything less! 

Now the problem that the author of Hebrews was facing when he wrote this letter so many years ago was that the Jewish Christians—the 
people who have all this history and all these systems and this way of life that they found logical, comfortable, normal, easy—they were 
trying to fit Jesus into what was already there. And maybe that was the reason that this author spent so much painstaking time and energy 
making this clear, because these people were so gungho to fit Jesus into what He calls the copies and shadows that were only there to point 
to Jesus anyway. And I wonder if we are much different? I wonder if we often times in our lives, we settle for a copy or shadow of Who Jesus 
is and what He is calling us to be and do, when the clear picture, the reality of Jesus is right in front of us. He is here.  

See I think there are way WAY too many Christians in this world who just settle for something less instead of moving on from a shadowy, 
unclear view of Jesus into the crystal clear reality He calls us to. I wonder if there are churches full of people in this country who are on the 
cusp of something amazing, something incredible, but because they are more concerned with fitting Jesus into what they have always done, 
they are missing out on the amazing, maybe unconventional plan He has for them.  

At first glance it may seem like these shadows are not a bad thing. I mean, they point to Jesus right? We are close, can we just leave it at that 
and call it good? I think that is what the author of Hebrews is so adamantly arguing against, because there are some big time consequences 
of settling for the shadow instead of pursuing the reality of Jesus. And that is what I want to spend the rest of our time exploring together. 
Because I know, at least for me, there are times in my life where I am settling for a shadow of what could be if only I would fully surrender, if 



only I would actually risk for the cause and person of Jesus. And maybe that sounds familiar to you to. Here are the problems with settling 
for the shadow. This is why we must reject just a glimpse and not rest until we fully see. Three reasons I believe. 

The first is this. If we settle for a shadow of God’s plan and call in our life, we have the ability to manipulate what that is. To fill in the 
details. 

 I think the language used here is very interesting, and appropriate. When we are going through life and we see a shadow, we only see an 
outline right? A silhouette. And apart from that hard outline, we can pretty much make up whatever we want. If you saw a shadow of me, 
would you be able to know that I have insanely think and dark eyebrows? No right? I’m reminded of this story: 
-camping, bear 

in that situation, I decided what was out there, I decided that a trash can looked suspiciously like a bear, I decided a waving branch was 
somehow claws. But reality states that even though the outlines may have been similar, I did not have the full picture, therefore I did not see 
the truth. 
And we can do the same thing with Jesus if we just settle for a shadow of Who He is. We can manipulate Him and His words because we can 
only see an outline of Him. Here are some examples: 
Grace - I can do whatever I want 
Holiness or obedience - I have to earn this otherwise I'm done 
Love - I don't ever have to say anything hard, or stand up for anything, just as long as I love. 
Truth - What matters is that people know they are wrong, and I would happily do so, like a big jerk. 
-See the pattern 

When we settle for just a glimpse or just a picture we dictate the details, and often times, we are dead wrong, strike that, pretty much all the 
time. Because without the clear picture of Who Jesus is, if left to our own interpretations, we diminish just how amazing He is. When you and 
I only see glimpses of Who He is, we are living by an incomplete picture, and often times we end up making Jesus into our own image. 

author - Your Jesus tends to look a lot like you. 

And it’s true, following Jesus is not a pick-and-choose adventure. He’s not a Mr. Potato Head where we have the outline, but you can do 
whatever you want to fill in the rest. He is better than that, and when we manipulate the details of His calling on our life, we not only miss 
out on Who He is, we do damage to His name. If the Jesus you are following looks just like you, you are settling for a shadow, you are 
resisting the full picture of Jesus that He wants you to see and live. 

Another problem with settling for just a shadow of Who jesus is, is that when we don't have a full picture, we can squeeze Him into 
whatever we are doing. We don't have to change.  

Here is what I mean. Hebrews is all about how Jesus has come to make something new, to show us a new way. When we just settle for a 
piece or unclear picture of Jesus we are very much taking Him and fitting Him into what already exists. What is already there. That is what 
these Hebrews were doing when this book was written—trying to take Jesus and fit Him into what was already known and comfortable and 
this writer is saying stop it! And we can do that in our life too. We like the idea of jesus, we like that He will save us, we like that He loves us, 
and we want Him in our lives, but we want Him to fit into the life we are already living. We have laid a lot of groundwork so far, we are 
comfortable with the way our life is, we like it that way, it’s comfortable, normal and often times doesn't really require a lot of cost. When is 
the last time many of us actually felt the cost of being a Christian? We say we want Him in there, and maybe even want the full picture, but 
settle for the shadow because it fits better into what we already have going. 

The best example I can think of to illustrate this comes from my own heritage as an American citizen. I grew up in Wyoming, and in a 
lot of ways you don't get much more American than that. People doing what they want, exercising their freedoms even when they probably 
shouldn’t, and even though many people I grew up with were deeply conservative, they were not deeply spiritual, and the idea of 
surrendering anything, let alone someone’s life, was absurd. And I was just like them. I thought we were the best country in the world, that 



we were right and everyone else was wrong, always. I thought that the life and ideals held up in the American dream was all that mattered. 
And even as some of that faded somewhat throughout my college experience it was still there, until I moved to Canada for four years. Yes, 
Canada, the joke state right? I get jokes to this day about Canada, and even if some of them are true, my time there opened up my eyes. 
Simply being somewhere different showed me how ridiculously at war the American dream is with the life Jesus calls us to. Is our life really 
all about what house we own, how much money we have at the end, what car we drive, how comfortable we are? Or when we look at Jesus 
do we see a radical, Someone Who gave everything away, Someone Who valued people over stuff, Someone Who was comfortable with the 
messiness of loving people, even at a the cost of His own life? See I really believe that Christians swallowing hook line and sinker this whole 
American dream garbage is a direct result of many of us, and even many churches, fitting a shadow of the life Jesus calls us to into what we 
are already doing, into what is socially acceptable, into what is “normal” for us. We are meant for more! So so much more! Is America a great 
place to live? You better believe it, we are free, able to speak our minds, even when we shouldn’t, free to worship. It’s absolutely a good place 
to live, but God’s Kingdom is more, and if we are just settling for something that fits into what the world says is important, It makes me think 
that it’s not actually what Jesus wants for us and our life. 

So if we settle for a shadow, we are becoming the creator of our own Jesus, which means we can shove Him into whatever we were 
already doing, and the last problem is that we wont get to see change in this world if we settle for a shadow. 

The last big problem with settling for a shadow of the life Jesus calls us to is that we won’t get to see real, life change in ourselves or anyone 
else if we are settling for a shadow or copy of Jesus. And when thinking about this, I am thinking about us as a church, and us as individuals 
when it comes to sharing what Jesus has a done, when it comes to us fulfilling the great commission, to us fulfilling the mission we were 
placed here to accomplish. In a world full of shadows and deceit and a lack of clarity, why would anyone pay attention to just another 
watered down, shadowy “option” to ease their guilt and stroke their ego? I think there is a reason that when Jesus describes His followers 
that He calls them a light. In a world of darkness who in the world is going to notice just another shadow? But what they will notice, a 
shining light like they have never seen before, something they may not comprehend, or even like, but are drawn to. I believe that when we 
reject the shadow, the copy, even if there is nothing inherently bad about them, and we embrace Jesus like we should, when we put Him as 
first in our lives, we will see change in us first, but we will see change in the world. I so feel that there are a lot of people, a lot of Christians 
who are missing out on some incredible stuff that God wants to do in them, and some amazing stuff that God wants to do in this world, all 
because they look at their life, they like it so far, and instead of letting Jesus change it all, they settle for just a piece, just a shadow. Church, I 
believe that if we want to see the stuff happen that God says His church is for, for the blind to see, the deaf to hear, the lame to walk, the 
dead to rise, those far from God come near to Him, for this town be floored by what is happening in downtown Modesto, we have to start 
now, by rejecting the copies, the shadows that we have grown so accustom to and see Jesus for Who He is. And let Him lead our life 
accordingly. 

Could you imagine what could happen if we did that? If every person in here committed today that we are no longer going to settle for a 
shadow, Jesus is here, this high priest we have been talking about is here, I don't have to settle for anything less. Could you imagine the 
ramifications? We can do it. Not to make CrossPoint great, but to make much of God. 

As the band comes back up we are going to end this morning with a song that may be new to some of you, but one that really puts the final 
touches on what we have been talking about. 

Jesus is calling you to more, more than you are comfortable with, maybe it’s something totally crazy, but we need to ask the question, in 
light of this God Who loves us, Who intercedes for us, Who is without a doubt greater than anything we have experienced before. Are we 
ready to only settle for some of what He has in store? I for one, am not. And when Christians, people who love Jesus, decide they will not 
settle for anything less than all Jesus is, it’s a life long pursuit, and it changes us, and it’s how the church changes the world. So let’s not settle 
any more, but instead chase the full picture Jesus promises us.  


