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Hebrews 8:6-13 
6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the 
covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. 
 
1. What is a covenant? 

A. Generally speaking, it's a partnership or binding agreement between two or more parties. 
B. Biblical Covenant:  

1. Between God and a person or people 
2. How God is pursuing a relationship with humanity 

2. There are four major covenants in the Old Testament  
A. Three of these covenants are unconditional: God says, "It doesn't matter what you do, here's 

what I'm going to do for or through you." 
1) Noah: I will never again flood the Earth (patient grace and mercy), so I am going to bless 

you and your family, through you I will fill the Earth with people once again. 
2) Abraham: I will make a great nation through you and your wife Sarah, even though you 

are past your childbearing years. This nation (Israel) will be a source of immeasurable 
blessing to ALL people. Little did Abraham know that his great great great, etc. grandson, 
Jesus would be the ultimate form of this blessing to all people. 

3) David: one of your descendants will be the King of a kingdom that has no end, and He will 
reign forever! Jesus! 

B. One of these OT covenants are conditional: God says, "I will give you the blessings of this 
covenant if you obey the conditions (laws) I give you to follow." 
1) Sinai Covenant (given through Moses on Mt. Sinai): given to the people of Israel only 

(Abraham's descendants). I brought you out of slavery in Egypt to be a special and holy 
people, set apart to be different from all the other nations so that you can be the blessing 
to the whole world that I promised to Abraham. Here are my laws: if you obey them, I will 
give you the promised land to live in, unbelievably productive crops, livestock and 
livelihood, and I will bless what you do with success and protection. If you don't obey, you 
will have famine. No matter how hard you work, you’ll get failure of crops, and eventually I 
will allow you to be invaded and put back into slavery (exile from the promised land). 

2) There is NO provision for spiritual salvation in this covenant.  
3) Provision for covering their sin by animal sacrifices, etc, but no lasting, forever forgiveness 

of sin. 
4) Forgiveness of sin has always been granted through FAITH (just like Abraham in Genesis 

15) (read Galatians!) 
5) In today's passage, this is the covenant that the author of Hebrews is referring to when he 

talks about an "old covenant.” 
6) He's going to compare the Old (Sinai) Covenant given through Moses, with the New 

Covenant given through Jesus. 
 
Hebrews 8:6-13 
6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the 
covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. 7 For if that first covenant had 
been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a second. 
 



 

 

3. The New Covenant Jesus has given is better than the Old Covenant. Why? It is founded on better 
promises. 
A. If the Old Covenant had been God's answer to humanity's failure, there would be no need for a 

second. 
1) When the author says there is fault in the old covenant, this does not mean that he thinks 

that the covenant didn't come from God or that God made a mistake. 
2) I think his meaning is that this covenant was not complete. It wasn't the final answer and 

God never intended it to be! 
3) Like pouring the foundation of a house: homeowner says, "I can't live in that!" Yes. I know. 

I'm not done yet. 
4) The Old Covenant (Sinai), was a foundation that was laid to establish a people for Jesus, 

prepare for Jesus and point to Jesus.   
a) But it was never the end game.  So we don’t want to criticize the Old Covenant. 
b) We want to refute the idea that the Old Covenant was intended by God to be the 

finished plan–that living under the Old Covenant was God’s long-term plan. 
B. What is missing or incomplete about the Old Covenant? 

1) The author of Hebrews quotes Jeremiah 31, an Old Testament prophet, to give grounds to 
this statement: 

 
Hebrews 8:8-9 (Jeremiah 31:31-32) 
8 For he finds fault with them [Israel: the recipients of the Old Covenant] 
 

b) All was not well under the Old Covenant. If God is still finding fault with His people, that 
covenant has not finished the work. God's aim in all of history and every covenant is to 
restore perfect relationship with His people. If a covenant still leaves them with fault, it 
cannot be the final answer. 

 
For He finds fault with them when He says: “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will 
establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 
9 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt. For they did not continue in My covenant, and so I showed no 
concern for them, declares the Lord.  
 

3. Failure under the Old Covenant: 
a) The people broke their word. They didn't hold up their end of the deal. 
b) In a conditional covenant, if any party violates their side of the deal, that's it. The covenant 

is kaput. 
c) Israel REPEATEDLY broke the covenant given to them at Sinai. Were just as evil and 

idolatrous and rebellious toward God as all of the nations He hadn't showed favor to. 
d) By the terms of this covenant, God had to curse Israel as He had warned. Literally "neglect" 

them (leave them to their own devices) since they wouldn't trust His. 
 
4. What are these "better promises" of the New Covenant through Jesus? 
 
Hebrews 8:10-12 (Jeremiah 31:33-34) 
10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I 
will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they 
shall be My people. 11 And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, 



 

 

saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. 12 For I 
will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.”  
 

A. The implanting of God’s law in their hearts, not a list of rules to conform to 
B. The knowledge of God as a matter of personal experience, not just second-hand information 

from other people who know. 
C. All of this based on MERCY and FORGIVENESS 

 
5. Compare the Covenants: 

A. Old Covenant through Moses 
1) Obey my laws,  

a) I will give you land, fertile livestock, protection, and provisional temporary covering of 
sin. 

b) Your experience of me will be second-hand through copies and shadows of who I am. 
c) If you disobey, the covenant is revoked: I will have to leave you to your own devices. 

2) Oh, and by the way, this covenant is no longer being offered to you unless you are an 
Israelite who has a time machine to travel back 2,000+ years ago. 

 
Hebrews 8:13 
13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete 
and growing old is ready to vanish away. 
 
 

B. New Covenant through Jesus 
1) I will have mercy and forgive you without any work on your part. Just trust Jesus. 
2) You will know Me first hand, personally. You will be Mine and I will be yours. 
3) I will transform you from the inside out because My commands won't be just on paper or 

stone. They will be written on your soul. 
 

C. Which covenant offers the better promises? 
 
6. So then, why do we keep trying to relate to God through an old covenant with inferior promises 

that is obsolete? 
A. If you're like me, you've spent a good part of your life trying to be good enough in God's eyes 

to EARN His acceptance and forgiveness. 
B. "I will transform myself so that you can accept me! I’ll change! I’ll make You love me!” 
C. But our Heavenly Father is saying, "Oh, please don't do that son, daughter. That’s not what a 

Father wants. I have a better promise." 
D. "I accept you where you are and because of that, you’ll be transformed into something more 

beautiful than you ever dreamed. One day, you’ll be just like my Son, Jesus.” 
1) This is the difference between the way of Jesus and every religion on planet Earth. 
2) Religions: I obey, therefore I am accepted. 
3) Jesus: I am accepted, therefore I obey. 


