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I. Introduction 
 A.  The Bible: God's absolutely true message to humankind that leads us to salvation and 

sanctification in Christ 
 B.  So, what do we do with the weird old stuff in the Bible? I think we have three options. 
  1.  I don't get it, it's ancient, so I'll ignore it and just focus on the stuff that is familiar. 
  2.  Since God included it, then I'll look for the timeless spiritual truths and hopefully 

get some benefit from it. 
  3.  If God governs history and is progressively revealing himself from one time to the 

next, then each time period helps interpret and gives light to the next. It gives us 
real understanding that God enters into every time in history and has something 
we need to learn and apply. 

II. Hebrews in a minute. 
 A.  The point of Hebrews is that the advent of Christ is the end of senseless earning and 

effort, and the beginning of the reformation where Christ Himself replaces the High 
Priest and the temple and the blood of animals and the rituals. He is greater than all, 
and all is made perfect in and through Him. 

 B.  Today in chapter 9 
  1.  How it was. (Ordained by God) 
  2.  Why it was meant to change from the beginning. (Not a failed attempt with a new 

plan) 
  3.  How it is. (Long-term plan from the very beginning)  
III. The Old and the New by design 
*Remember, there are not flaws, there is intentional design. 
 A.  How it was: Old Covenant by design 
  1.  Verse 1 Earthly sanctuary (earthly building = earthly weakness) 
   a.  Repair  
   b.  Limited geographically 
   c.  Belonging to Israel 
  2.  Verses 2-5 A "type" of something greater 
   a.  Holy Place 
    1)  Lampstand: no windows/only light; Israel a light to the world; Jesus and us, 

light of the world 
    2)  Table of Showbread: new every sabbath; Priests alone would eat old bread 

in sanctuary; reminder of God's sustaining presence; Jesus is the Bread of 
Life 

    3)  Golden Altar: coals used to burn incense at mercy seat; "prayers" ascending 
to God's throne on our behalf; Jesus interceding for us now 

   b.  Holy of Holies: Ark of the Covenant 
    1)  Contents reminding of God's sovereignty and faithfulness 
    2)  Mercy seat: blood sprinkled on seat to "cover" sins 
**This is so foreign. Yup. Think of souvenirs. 
  3.  Verses 6-7 Inaccessible to people  



   a.  Only priests could draw near to God's presence but even with confidence 
   b.  There was a wall of separation between God and man and no amount of ritual 

or sacrifice could tear down that wall. 
  4.  Verse 8 Temporary 
   a.  Temporary structure that would be replaced with the eternal structure 
   b.  Inferior but not ineffective 
    1)  God progressively revealed His plan of redemption, and the Old Covenant 

was part of the plan. 
    2)  The Old Covenant was effective in developing a category to understand an 

incomprehensible God and His love for humanity. 
 B. How it was meant to change: Limit of the Old Covenant 
  1.  Guilty conscience 
   a.  How do we, with stained and guilty consciences, draw near to a God without 

being consumed? 
   b.  How can I draw near to God, or anyone else for that matter, when I feel so dirty? 

“I don't feel dirty” - neither does a pig in mud but he's not fooling anyone. 
   c.  This is our historical human problem that has never changed! 
**What keeps us from God is real sin that is echoing in a condemning conscience. 
**We can cut ourselves, throw our children into a sacred river, give 1000s to charity, serve at a 
homeless shelter on Thanksgiving, yet the result is the same. We still are plagued by sin like 
pride, self pity, bitterness, lust, envy, jealousy, covetousness, apathy and fear. The stain 
remains and death terrifies.  
  2.  Good news, the Reformation, not the one with the Catholic Church and Martin 

Luther though 
 C.  How it is: God's plan all along 
  1.  Christ the High Priest 
   a.  Not of Earth 
   b.  Not a souvenir (shadow or type) 
   c.  Accessible to all 
   d.  Securing eternal redemption 
**No longer inferior but perfected 
  2.  The blood of Christ 
   a.  Jesus sacrifice was superior to and would end all other sacrifices. 
   b.  The blood of Christ, in effect, removes the stain of sin and the necessary fear of 
death, and results in the opportunity for me to draw near to God with confidence. 
**This Reformation, new covenant in Christ, has purified my sin and my conscience from the 
dead works that I was a slave to. 
IV. What now? 
 A.  If you feel the shame and guilt of sin ... 
  1.  Have you received the gift of perfect forgiveness and cleansing from Jesus? His 

blood removes shame and guilt. 
  2.  Do you allow the echoes of shame and guilt to control you? Jesus’ blood has 

washed that away. 
**We have a savior and high priest Who can easily deal with both of these issues! 
 B.  Action: 
  1.  Salvation: Now 



  2.  Sanctification: Jesus is interceding for you, right now, that you would believe His 
truth and not the lies of guilt and shame. Satan wants to sift you with shame and 
guilt but Jesus has prayed for you and when you turn again, you will be free.


