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I. What baptism portrays (Romans 5:20-6:4) 
 A.  Baptism portrays our death in the death of Christ (Romans 5:20-6:3) 
  1.  We have died. 
   a.  Previously, we were unable to reject the power of sin (i.e. Under the 

influence) 
   b.  This is a death to our nature and our sin-stained wiring. 
  2.  Consequence: 
   a.  We are not the same as we once were. 
   b.  Our physical death has a new meaning. 
 B.  Baptism portrays our newness of life in Christ (Romans 6:4). 
  1.  Christ was raised from the death He experienced - we take part in that! 
  2.  We now live day by day trusting in the working of God rather than the 

working of ourselves. 
**Baptism portrays what happened when we became Christians. We were 
united to Christ. His death became our death. We died with Him. And, in the 
same instant, His life became our life. We are now living out the life of Christ in 
us. 
 C.  The reality: Every day we look away from ourselves to God and say, 

"Because of Christ, Your Son, I came to You. In Him I belong to You. He is 
my hope of eternal acceptance with You. My hope is based on His death 
for me and my death with Him. Because of Him, I trust Your working in me 
and for me. The same power that raised Christ from the dead has raised 
me with Him also and will continue to sustain me. This defines my new life 
in Christ." 

II. What this means for me: Surrender! 
 A.  Surrender looks like … 
  1.  Following God's leading without knowing where He's sending you 
  2.  Waiting for God's timing without knowing when it will come 
  3.  Expecting a miracle without knowing how God will provide 
  4.  Trusting God's design without understanding the circumstances 
 B.  When we're surrendered, we no longer …  
  1.  Manipulate others 
  2.  Force our agenda 
  3.  Control the situation 
  4.  Rush to defend ourselves 



 

 

  5.  Demand our rights 
 C.  The heart of surrender says, "God, if this problem, pain, sickness, or 

circumstance is Your design for my growth, then please don't remove it, 
but sustain me through it." 

III. Here at CrossPoint 
 A.  We baptize: 
  1.  To publicly declare what has already happened to you and in you 
  2.  To remind God's church what has already happened to us and in us. 
 B.  Why we ask … 
  1.  "Matt, have you surrendered your life to Jesus as your Savior and King?" 
   a.  Savior: cannot save self; given up, given in. Fully dependent upon 

Jesus to save me, forgive me and fill me. 
   b.  King: His authority and will rather than mine. Joyfully pursuing what 

He has for me and the life I now live in Christ. 
  2.  "Have you committed to live the rest of your life surrendered to Jesus, 

in the community of the local church?" 
   a.  Daily, ongoing continuous action  
   b.  Not just "me and Jesus" but His called and local community  
    1)  Accountability to a local congregation to live for Christ 

(encouragement, support, discipline, guidance, etc.) 
    2)  Serving with a local congregation to carry out Christ's 

commissions of discipleship 


